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CHAPTER I. 







Xiady Cardiiie with Sophia's assistances 
fifiisbed her wreaths of blowers the next 
evening ; her brother and his friends were 
•engaged by her^ to lend their aid indispos* 
ing them tothe greatest advantage^ around 
the pillars, and walls of the temporary 
ball room. Sophia's taste here shone con- 
spicuotis ; which Lord Edgell observing^ 
proposed she shonldfoethe designer and 
iA% rest of the party work under her direc- 
tions. Unwilling to be thus distinguished, 
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Sophia laughingly excused herself; hot 
Lady Lucretia^ and Caroline seconding the 
proposal of their brother^ she was at length 
induced, though with some difficulty, to 
comply with their united entreaties, and 
accordingly under her super-intendence, 
the whole was completed. 

The day before the intended fSte, Lord 
Deresf<Nrd made his appearance. Having 
escaped from the party at Brighton, with 
whom minutes seemed hours, he had has« 
tened to LongueviUe with as much expedi- 
tion, as a chaise and four horses could car-* 
ryhim. . 

Sophia welcomed him with as much 
cordiality as she could assume, without 
giving encouragement to hopes, it was evi- 
dent to every one, he still entertained. As 
usual Lord Deresford, devoted himself en- 
tirely to her ; every man who approached 
|ier, ho hit disposed to cheilenge : and 
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finding the hand^ he solicited for the firrt 
part of the ensuing evenings was promised 
to another ; it was with difficulty^ he eould 
refrain from reproaching her^ for not have* 
ing reserved it for him. 

The day following^ a dinner in the paric^ 
was to be given to the tenants of the Mar« 
quis^ and the poorer inhabitants of the vil^ 
lage^ and Sophia having promised to open 
the ball the same evening with Lord Ed« 
gell^ the Viscount began seriously to ap- 
prehend^ a powerful rival had started up in 
this elegant young nobleman : and deter- 
mined no longer to continue in his present 
suspense^ he resolved to end it before the 
dawn of the succeeding day. 

Captain Rushbrook had been under the 
necessity of reparing again to Totwn^ <ki 
professional business ; and from thence.it 
was his intention to join his silver and her 
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foipilyatGIenmore. C^eKwgc was bis Uq- 
cle's compenipn (a Londoo^ and only re« 
torii^4 |o I:4m^ueviUe the indtniog of the 
fete* ^ 

Tlie company began to assemble between 
lime; aiid tqa ; the evening was fine, and 
ihe innumerable gas-lights, interspersied 
ivith qoloured lamps,, about the gfounds^ 
gave to the scene tt^ brilliancy of day. 

• * 

The invisible band oif m^nsMianfl playing 
jB most bea,utiful i^r of Mpsart^ soon at* 
tracted the greater pari of tb^ guests to the 
Bvenuia : , vhich wa«i. at aocb- a dbtaofie 
from the bull oroom^ asuoi to i diisitiurb (he 
dancers. 

In eom{4iment to llieir brothefi the La- 
dies Lucretia and Cari>line, were this night 
more than usually elegantly dreseed : and 
Sophia^ by their request appeared in a 
dress exactly similar. Lady Caroline 
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pointed out her friend a» the fair architect^ 

to those/ tv^ho, on 'their entering the Pavi-^ 

lion, erected for the dance>. expressed 

(heir admiration of the fairy bower, and 

upon liord Edgell's advancing to claim 

her for his partner, and leading her to her' 

place at the top of the set, many of the 

titled belles in secret, envied her the atten- 
tion of the elejE^ant heir of Long^evtUe, to> 

whom> it viras Buzzed around^ Sophia was 

floon to be anited. 



' • 



No'one felt more envious of her 'being 
thxis distinguished^ than the Miss Fitzar* 
tfeur^Z who were at that tihie visiting a fa- 
mily in the neighbourhood, and had, of 
course, been included in the invitation, 
which was sent to it. 

•Six moilths since, '^observed the elder 
«isteV, to a lady near her, we were told 
Lord d'Arcy, was the favored man ; after 
that we had heard Lord Deresford, ai)d * 



« M£LCOMB£ LODGE. 

DOW it appears^ Miss De Clainrille prefers 
the heir of a Marquisate to either/' 

*' And can you blame her fcnr this ?" re- 
turned a gentleman at her elbow^ who had 
overheard this remark. '^ Dear Mr. Mon* 
thermer is it you V cried Miss Fitzartber 
brightening) as the hopes of a partner rose 
to her view^ '' 1 little expected the plea- 
rare of meeting you here ?'* 

Mr. Motithermer answered the young 
lady, with his usual lowbow, and finding 
it was expected from him to dance one set^ 
in the course of the evenings be offered to 
lead Miss Fitzarthur to that^ which was 
then formings to which she readily consen* 
ted. 

'^ Who is Lady Caroline dancing with?" 

en^juired Miss Fitzartber of her partner, 

as the former was following Sophia and 

sister down the dance. ^' 1 never saw a. 
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bandsomer man^'* she continuedj '^and 
cannot think where he comes from/' 

^' If you are pcuticular anxious to disco- 
ver thls^'^ replied Mr« Monthermer drily^ 
'^ 1 will beg Mr. Cecil to gratify your cu- 
riosity in a trice/' 



^^ His name is Cecil then^*' " and his 
family-*-" 

^'That, you raust^ as I said before^'* 
•aid Mr. Monthermer laughing 'Meam 
from himself. I was satisfied^ I confess to 
you^ with the knowledge of his name^ and 
never thought of enquiriug that of his 
great grand father/' 

^ He is a man of some consequence^ 1 
roust believe^ said Miss Fitzarther^ 
" or Lady Caroline would not have danced 
with him^ and I should have no objection^ 
I acknowledge to his being introduced to 
me. 
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Lady Caroline the next moment^ tarn- 
Ihg Mr. Monthermer in the dance, gave 
him an opportunity of mentioning to her> 
his partner's wish^ for an introduction to 
Mr. Cecil. She laughingly promised to 
make him acquainted with it^ but said^ as 
he was engaged to her sister, the follow- 
ing set^ and (o Sophia the one after it, she 
was apprehensive Miss Fitzarlhur must 
not hope, to succeed in obtaining himfor d 
partner till very late in the evening. 

When the dance was concluded. Lady 
Caroline imparted to Mr. Cecil, the honor 
Miss Fitzarthur had done him, in expres- 
sing a wish for his being introduced to her. 
''Lucretia," she proceeded to say, "will I 
know yield her claim to your hand, if you 
feel disused, to take advantage of your 
good fortune, in having attracted the atten* 
tion of this fashionable bi&lle." 

"And who is this Miss Fitzarthur?'* en- 
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quired Mr. Cecil Ifttighing, ''that hks toii* 
fci'red this honor upon rae?*' * -' •' 

*'Tbc elder of iwo ie&ster8> ^o ftiay ea** 
«ily be dsstib^uifllied^ by the idolaiiry Cbey 
pay to the shrine of fiishion: Miss Fltss- 
arthur is now dancing with my friend 
Monthermer. 



•**■ . 



"Pardon iw, iktesa," he gravely replied^ 
^^if 1 decline the honor^ that lady intended 
to confer on me; if she is Mist jPitzarther. 
Her being lie^e^ aesures me the yotmg; 
lady k of ri^pectable character^ but bad I 
met her in other ecxmpany^ 1 confess^ I 
ehould have had my doubts on the subject." 

Lady CaroKne felt herself colour at tfai« 
remark of Mr. Cecil. The Miiss.Fitzar* 
thurs^ were that evening mote than usual- 
ly indelicate^ in the openess of their c ress ; 
but she thought^ he otlght not to have hint- 

B 5 
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ed at this before her: and that gentleman 
with pain observed^ he had been hurting 
the delicacy of one woman, at the moment 
his strict ideas of female decorum,, had 
harried him into expressing his disapproba- 
tion of the indelicacy of another. 

They were both silent a few minutes. 
Lady Caroline first recovered herself ; and 
^n&ious to divert the attention of her com- 
panion from the Miss Fitzarthurs, by turn- 
' ifkg it upon Sophia, whose chastely 
style of dress, was a pleasing contrast to 
tbeir's, said, ''How very handsome my 
brother's partner looks this evening/' 

''Miss de Clairville is indeed a lovely 
young woman," 'observed Mr. Cecil, 
breaking silence: ''and I suspect my friend^ 
already feels the power of her charms/* 

''May your conjectures be right," re- 
turned Lady Caroline^ ''as there is no- 
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thing that would give me half the satisfac- 
tion I should feel, at seeing Sophia the 
wife of dear Seymour.'* 

" There is I think every prospect of 
your happiness being made complete,'' said 
Mr. Cecil, s ip^l^in g at the warmth^ with 
which she had expressed herself on the oc- 
casion." '' Miss De Clairvilie appears to 
me exactly the character, (o 'Captivate youf 

brother/' 

" And his friend also, I suspect," tt^ 
tamed Lady Cajoline a little archly^ 

'Mtis not utterly impossible,'' he repfi<- 
ed smiljing. ''I might have run some 
hazard of losing my heart to such powerfid 
attractions, had I met Miss De ClairviUe 
hefore, 1 had the happiness of becoming 
acquainted with her friend." 

f ' And that friend/' said Lady Caroiiiuft 



13 MELCOMBK LODGE. 

turning aside her blushing face, is in eve* 
ry respect so infinitely ber superior in 
mental, as well as personal charms : i am 
not surprised at the preference you have 
given hw« 

Mr. Cecil was prevented making any 
reply to this speech, by the approach of 
Mr. Monthermur ; who came he said, to 
learn from Lady Caroline, if she had yet 
prepared her partner for the high honor 
intended him by Miss Fitzarlhur. 

'' Mr. Cecil is; I believe, engaged to 
my sister for the next set," she replied. 

Oh ! if that alone prevents his profitilrg 
by the unexampled condescension of my 
late partner, returned Mr. Monfhermer, 
" I shall be most happy to supply bis place 
to Lady Lucretia ; and for old acqo&nit- 
ance sake, I know she will not refuse to 
jdatioe with me/* 
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Mr» Cecil finding he could not shrink 
Qte undesired honor of an introduction to 
Miss Fitzarthur^ submitted with a better 
grace^ than Lddy Caroline expected^ to the 
propo$>ed exchange, of partners. But be- 
fore he followed Mr. Monthermer to that 
part of the room^ where the Lady was wait-* 
ing in full expectation of his approach, be 
prevailed upon Lady Caroline to reserve 
herself for him at the supper set* 
• •• 

Lord Deresford in the mean time, excus^ 
ing himself, from joining the dancers, sat 
watching with jealous eyes, every move- 
ment of Sophia and Lord Edgell; and 
nistakii^ the pleasure, with which the 
former attctnded to her partners remarks^ 
as proofs of a rising attachment, his feelings 
rose almost to agony ; and unable longer 
to cont^odUhem, he hastened from the 
bail-room^ and wandered for some time 
sbodt the grounds, that were irt the great-* 
tet diertance firom Ihe fcstiw ttmne. 
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lo returning towards she Pavilion^ lie 
saw the company preparing to leave it : 
and the next moment discovered Sophia^ 
led by Lord Edgell^ advancing towards 
him. They were, with others of their 
party proceeding to the conservatory^ and 
Lord Deresford stepping on one side, 
beard Lord Edgell enquiring of Sophia, if 
she knew what had become of him, and on 
her answering in the negative^ he continu- 
ed, '4f we do not find him in the supper 
room, I wiU return to seek him in the 
l^ouse : he is not well, I aai sure, or he 
would not have refused tojoin the dancers/* 
The Viscount did not hear the reply of 
Sophia^ but quickening his pace hs over- 
took the pair, before they arrived at the 
conservatory. To Lord Edgells enquiry 
where he had concealed himself, he an- 
swered, that finding the heat of the BalU 
room very oppresive^ he left it and adjoufa-> 
ed to the avenue, where a great part of the 
company had been promenading ; and 
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then finding his rival was under the neces- 
sity of leaving his partner, to attend to his 
other guests; he took advantage of his ab^ 
sence to engage her to dance with him 
after supper; and felt*evidently much 
gratified, by her cheerfully assenting to be* 
come his partner at that time# 

* 
The band removed to the lawn before the 
conservarory, and played some popular airs 

during supper ; after which it was propos* 
ed by the company in general, to take ad- 
vantage of so beautiful a night, in wander- 
ing about the grounds, in preference to re- 
turning to the Pavilion. 

Lord Edgell, who was ei^gaged to dance 
with a disagreeable woman of quality, hap- 
py to find himself excused from his unplea** 
Mnt task, by the alteration in the plan, for 
Ifae remaining part of the evening, return- 
ed to Sophia, and Lord Deresford had the 
mortificalion of being disappointed in hav- 
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ipq her for his partner^ but the additional 
one of finding Lord Edgell's arm taken by 
her^ before be bad time to offer his own. 

The servants returning with cloaks and 
«haw]s, which Lord Edgell had sent for to 
to the house^ apprehensive his sisters and 
their friend^ were not sufficiently guarded 
against the night air ; the party in a few 
minutes afterwardsj descended to the IawD> 
and directed their steps to the avenue^ con- 
tinued some time promenading it. 

m 

Mr. Monthermur, appeared gratified at; 
meeting S(»phia again. He told her^ bis* 
friend Marden was so constant a visitor in 
Seymour street^ that he expected nothing 
else^ than hearing of bis soon commencing 
benedict. That Eliaa's affectatiOD bad a)-: 
most entirely vauidihed, aiad her harp, on 
which she could not play, bad beea some 
time laid aside for (he piano^ lipon which' 
fibe waa a v?ry hix perlacmer^ ila shaft 
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80 striking wms the alteration that had taken 
place^ in little more than three months ; it 
could' alone be ascribed to the little God^ 
who changes the gay to the serious^ and 
visa versa> as the humour pleases him»' 

'' The Major, and bis little wife,** con- 
tinued Mr. Monthermur, ''Are, with the 
metamorpliosed fair one^ going to pass a 
few weeks at Weymouth, wfaHher Mars^ 
dea acoompanies them. And now,, that I 
huTe given you all these parti<^fors of youi 
friends, my dear Mtss De ChirviUe,*' he 
proceeded, ^ Suffer me to inquire what 
you haYe been doing with yourself, since F 
had last the happiness of seeing you in 
London i *' 

Sophia was going to reply; as the Mar- 
quis approached, who advised them to 
make good their retreat, as expeditiously 
as possible^ as the clouds had put on a 
most tremendous appearance and threaten- 
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ed a violent storm; The thickness of the 
foliage had alone prevented their discover-* 
ing this before, but the pattering of tbe 
rain upon the leaves, was novf perfectly 
distinguished by all. Lord Edgell had 
been called away^ but both Lord Defesford 
and Mr. Monthermur, offered their assis* 
tance^in seeing Sophia to a place of shelter. 
The rain^ at length began to penetrate 
through the trees^ and Lady Caroline call* 
ing out^ '' To the hermitage/' proceeded 
in that direcUon^ with Mr. Cecil ; Lord 
Deresford observing Sophia, hesitated in her 
choice of a conductor^ forcibly drew her 
arm within his^ and hurried her forward in 
the tracks her friend appeared to be advanc-> 
ing in. But on arriving at the hermitage^ 
it was evident Lady Caroline had not taken 
shelter there, as it was without inhabitants. 
Supposing she had proceeded to the con* 
servatory, Sophia proposed following her 
tbithei*, bat the rain was now falling in 
torrents^ and her companion prevailed up-r 
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on her to continae where she was^ till its 
fiolence had a little abated. 

Unwillingly she consented to this^ for 
her situation was peculiarly awkward; eve* 
ry moment expecting to be addressed on a 
subject, which, it was evident. Lord Deres« 
ford only waited for an opportunity to com- 
mence. Once, or twice she addressed 
sbme trifling remark to him, but sunk in a 
deep reverie, the Viscount appeared not to 
hear her« Tired at length, of her fruitless 
endeavours to obtain his attention, she con« 
tinned as silent as himself, eagerly watching 
for the first favourable minute to make her 
escape ; but the rain still continued too 
violent, to pormit her leaving the heir* 
mitage. 

Seeing no hope of its clearing that night, 
Sophia, wrapping her oloak round her, de- 
clared her intention of braving the storm, 
rather than continue any longer exposed 
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to the chilling atmosphere of Iheir present 
apartment^ and was putting lier design* 
into execution, by hurrying forward, 
when her companion, who haxl been 
leaning against the entrance of the Htlle 
building, lost to every thing aroun4, ob- 
serving her intention gently drew hefr 
back, and apologising for his mb^frent fit, he 
implored her not to think of r^furning t<^ 
the.hki]ise,.till the vioidnte of the storm had- 
a little iifebstdi^y andteacfiii^h^ toa rttjsthi 
bench a little withiiai the a^rtmetii, he^ 
seated himself ^foedide fter» iiiid aftera^ose 
of a few seconds, in which it was evid^fvC 
he was struggKngiwith so«e powerful emcM 
tion, he said^ ^' This is an opportunity my 
dear Miss De Clair ville, I have, long sought 
in vain, for addressing ' you on a snbjecty 
which has been uppermost in my thoughts 
for some months; 1 may indeeld say, since 
the day, yon first honoured the Priory by 
your presence. From yoa,'* he continued, 
'* I look for sincerity. Will you tfiea 
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candidly inform me, whether your affections 
are still disengaged ? '' 

Sophia was not prepared for this ques- 
tion ; she trembled excessively/and scarce- 
Jy knew bow to «nppopt herself. Lord 
Deresford was aware of her emotion, and 
idreadtng to hear it was occasioned by un- 
willingness to confess her heart was Lord 
£dgeil% waited> in agitation equal to her 
own « the termination of tbi« silence. 

Finding «he was expected to spealc, af- 
ter some nttle hesitation she said, *^ And 
may I my lord, request to learn the occa« 
^lOA of your putting this question to me ?*^ 

^'•Surely," he answered, ^ it needs no 
'tte{]4anati6n. You must my dear Miss De 
4?lftirv:He, have long been aware of the in- 
fluence you have obtained, and that on you 
tBSone depends my every iiope of happiniesa. 
AhnoBt from the fii«t day we met, m^ heart 
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became your captive^ and I was^ on the 
point of declaring my attachment to you, 
as Lord d'Arcy made his appearance at the 
Marchioness of D—-'s. From something. 
Lady Caroline then said, I was led to be- 
lieve he was my rival, my favoured rival ; 
and in an agony of mind, it would be im- 
possible for me to discribe, I hurried from 
the house, and the next morning left Lon« 
don, with the resolution of forgetting there 
was such a being in existence as yourself. 
But whilst wandering, I scarcely knew whi- 
thet a newspaper informed me, that he, whom 
I dreaded soon to hear> was the husband of 
Sophia De ClairviUe ; was in Paris, where 
it was expected his &mily would join him^ 
and that the whole party were immediately 
to cross the Alps, and might be absent from 
this country many months. I inttandy 
wrote to my elder sister to learn the truth 
of these particulars, and soon received from 
her a confirmatioD of the report. The 
.indisposition d Maria/', he proceeiM^ 
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^^ alone prevented my design of following 
you to Clifton ; but heskring you were 
once more at Meleombe^ I hastened with 
my sisters to the Priory^ where, I flattered 
myself, as I still had the happiness of find« 
ing you firee^ that the opportunities which 
would then be offered me, by the frequent 
intercourse of our families, I might at 
length be able to make that impression ' on 
your heart, I so earnestly wished/' 

From Brighton I followed you hither, 
your reception was almost all \ could wish. 
But» Ihadnot been many hours at Longui- 
ville^ before I saw, or &ncied I saw, yoa 
preferred another to me. The pain, this 
g^ve me, I will not attempt to describe, and 
I now most earnestly entreat you, my dear 
Miss De Clairville to pronounce my doom; 
suBpence being of all evils the worst to be 
bora.'* 

Here Lord Deresford paused^ and Sor 
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pbia feeling acutely the pain, she was going 
to inBsct. for a few minutes felt unable to 
answer him ; till recollecting the longer 
«he remained silent^ the moi^ difficulty she 
would find in speaking*^ at length said. '^I 
would not willingly my lord^ keep yoa a 
moment unnecessarily in suspence. The 
affection with ii^hich you have honoured 
tne I beg leave to express my sense of : but 
*' she hesitated. 

'^ You cannot return it : for you love 
another^ and Edgell is the man." Lord- 
Deresford^ as he said this^ rose hastily^ but 
instantly re*seating himself^ continued. 
^^ And am I Sophia to understand you re- 
0ign me« for the acquaintance of a day.*^ 

Sophia felt too much for the present ir- 
ritable feelings/ fa^r rejection had. called 
forth^ \o be angry at the Viscounts uncere- 
monious addressi or at the question he had 
f^ut toiher. But wishing him rather ta fix 



melcombk; lodge. 25 

his suspicions on Lord Cdgell, than on his 
cousin^ she remained silent ; which he be- 
lieving was occasioned by her feeling con- 
scious^ Bhe loved the forRKr> be would not 
press for aeon firawtion of his suspicion's^ 
and consequently continued in the error of 
her affections being in the possession of 
Lord Edgell. 

At length Lord Deresford^ assuming as 
much composure as he could command^ 
4Baid, '^ After what has passed, [ can no 
longer bear to remain at Longueville. To- 
morrow will find me on my return to the 
Priory, and 1 will now t6ke my leave of 
Miss De Clairviile ; probably/' he added 
with a melancholy smile, '' under tiiat ap- 
pellation for -ever ! " 

Sophia wished to have spoken, but she 
knew not what to say, and observing the 
lamps, which hung around the little apatrt- 

TOJ-. IV C 
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meat, were beginning to grow dim, she 
arose, and was followed by Lord Dere^ford 
to the door, when taking her hand, be 
raised it for an instant to his lips, and in a 
voice almost inarticulate from emotion, 
said as be released it, '' May you be hap- 
py J and should we ever meet again-r-" 

" May you my lord," she answered in 
a tone, that evinced how much she felt for 
his distress. '' Have recovered that tran- 
quility, your uhfortunate attachment to me 
has for a time, deprived you of>*' She 
then hastened forwards. Lord Deresford, 
slowly following her» 

Lady Caroline, on missing Sophia, had 
dispatched several of the servants in quest 
of her; and now seeing her enter from the 
lawn, she hastened to enquire from whence 
she had come, and where she had been all 
that time. Upon hearing she was now ar- 
tived from the hermitage, where she had 
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fully expected to have found her ladyship^ 
Lady Caroline said, ^'1 certainly did intend 
taking shelter there, but Mr. Cecil, fancy* 
ing it must be damp, wAuld not allow of my 
entering it, but hastened with me to the 
house. I hope my dear Sophia,*' she add- 
ed, '' you will not^suffer from having been 
detained there so long. But where is Lord 
Deresford, under whose escort, INIr. Mon- 
thurmer told me, you had left the avenue?" 

Sophia answered, she believed, he was 
not far off, and the next moment he made 
his appearance ; but looking so internally 
wretched, that Lady Caroline guessing in 
part, what had occasioned it, felt too much 
compassion for his present feelings, to 
rally him upon his looking so exact a re- 
semblance of a discarded lover ; but went 
to seek Mrs. De Clairville, to whom she re- 
lated her fears of Sophia's having run a 

c 2 
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hazard of a violent cold^ from being so long 
exposed to the darmps of the evening. 



Mrs. De ClainrHte^xronsiderably dUnned^ 
becitened to her daughter^ and.- remarking 
her pallid countenance^ M'biidi she attribu- 
ted to her having caif{^ a violent fev«r, 
hurried her instantly to bed* Whiist Mar- 
garet by her Mistress's order^ was prepar- 
ing ^a warm drink^ for her young ]ady^ the 
latter had an opportunity of relating to her 
mother, the scene that had just passed in 
the hermitage. Mrs. De Llairville sigh- 
ed as she saw how fallacious had been the 

hopes, which her husband had been enter 

• 

laining of seeing IheirSophia the wife of the 
\ iscount. But hiding her own disappoints 
ment, she made her daughter happy^ by 
approvint^ her conduct on the late occasi- 
on ; and after seeing her take son^e whey, 
she aOectionately kissed her and retired. 
Sophia, soon after her mother and 
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Margaret quitted her^ fell into a quiet 
slumber^ from which she did not awake 
till a later hour than usual,, the following 
morning. 



« . ■ 
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Mrs. De Ciatrville hastened to her ^augh* 
ter's apartment^ the instant she was dress- 
ed ; and had the pleasure of finding her 
jislng^ apparently vrelh with the exceptioii 
only of a little hoarseness. 

Mr. De Clairville had been made acquain- 
ted with his daughter's dismissal of Lord 
Deresford^ but was satisfied that she could 
not have acted otherwise^ situated as she at 
present was with Lord d'Arcy^ he yet 
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suffered himself to indulge the hope^ that 
•when her enga/;^ement with him was dis- 
solved, she would feel no repugnance tiy 
enter into others with his coasin. 

Ixml Deresford's abrupt departure oc- 
casioned great surprize to the family. La- 
dy Caroline alone suspected the occasion 
of it^ and argured it, favorable to her hopes 
of seeing Sophia, some day «or other^^ the ' 
wife of her brother. 

A lai^e party were that morning assemr^ 
bled at the breakfast table, amongst whom^ 
were the Miss FitzartherB,t 

Miss Fitzarther^ mortified at the little 
impression which her charms had made 
on Mr. Cecil, the last evening ; now turned 
her attention on £dward De Olairville; 
whom, she declared, she thought infinitely 
handsomer, and believing from his sauvtty 
of manners to lier sex in general, he was 
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not the insensible being, Mr. Cecil was^ 
fihe determined upon making an entire 
conqaest of him, before.the day was over; 
and Sophia, on entering the breakfast-room^ 
found her practising upon her brother the 
same airs and graces^ she had made me of 
tlie night before, to attract Mr. Cecil. 

Miss Fitzarthur^^she knew was not thtt 
woman to captivate Edwaird, hail tbeit 
been no Emily Rushbrook in exiistinice ;/ 
she therefore felt a little angry with him, 
for encouraging the abswdkies of the for« 
n^^r, which ioslead of disgusting, appeiir-* ' 
6wi to amuse him. 

Lady Caroline, the moment she sawSo- 
pbia enter, called to her to take her nmnal 
piacenext her^ but the Marquis desiring 
his ihugther not to be so great a motidpo- 
Kzer, invited his young favourite to take 
the seat between him and his son. Her 
voice in answering his enquiries after her 
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beatth^ betrayed, she had not entirely ei^ 
caped the damps of the last isvening, ahtl 
in an instant^ she was assailed front aff 
quarters^ with recipes for her hoarsen6si(« 

^' I hope^ Lord Deresford has not been 
an eqnal sufferfer^ with Miss De ClairviHe,** 
said Miss Louisa t^'itzarther* '^ I bbsefv^dl 
they entered from the Lawn, about the 
^me time last night, and concluded they 
had been ilfkutually in danger. 

'^ One, I suspect ta have suffered con- 
sider^blj^orc than the other/' said Lady 
Caroline, a^ she looked significantly to- 
wards Sophia. " Miss De Clairville is 
happy, in having only a little hoar^ness( 
to complain of. His Ibrdship I doubt-~'' 

'' You do not mean to insinuate I hope,** 
said her father, " LQrd Deresford has 
l>eeii a material siifferer from having been 

c & 
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caught in a shower, Had this been the 
ease^ he would not^ I should think, have 
left Longueville at so early an hour this 
morning/' 

^' Indeed Papa/' returned Lady . Caro* 
line, '^ I was never more correct, than in 
what I was going to observe, when you in- 
terrupted me ; and if your fair neighbour 
could be prevailed upon to be ingenious 
for once, she would tell you, I was going 
to assert nothing but what was true/' 

The Marquis turning to Sophia for an 
explanation, her blushing check and down« 
east eye, instantly solved the mystery ; and 
feeling for the confusion his daughter had 
occasioned her, he tried to lessen it^ by 
changing the subject of xonversation. 

The day promised to be very fine ; and 
lui soon as breakfast was over^ the whole 
party adjourned to the 3pot^ where prepa- 
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rations were already commeneing for the 
dinner. 

'^And are we expected/' cried Miss 
Louisa Fitzarthur ; ^' to sit at table with 
the raffle ? I am surprized the Marquis 
should think of proposing such a thing"! 

*' If you are so much averse to the plan/' 
returned George De Clairvillej to whom 
this speech was addressed* ^' I would 
advise your confining yourself to your own 
apartment^ where not even the smell of 
the beef or puddings can reach your deli- 
cate nerves. For my own part,** he ad- 
ed^ '^ I have no such dread of inhaling it» 
on the contrary^ J feel every possible inclt- 
nation to partake of the roast and boiled^ 
which are destined this day to fill the tables^ 
now preparing to receive so many excel- 
ieat dishes." 

1' Yon mistake ne Mr. J>e Oair?i]k^*L 
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■lid Miss Louisa ; '' If you (hmk I wish 
to deny myself the pleasure of being an ey^ 
witness of the scene. I have not the least 
objection to locJcing on ; we did the same 
at home, when Papa gave a dinner to the 
Poor^ at Delamere^ in celebration of Peace» 
But then, after the poor people had dined^ 
we^ with our other guests^ partook of more 
delicate fare within doors /^ 

'* And pray/* said George, *' do you 
think your poor neighbours felt any great 
gratification from your observations on 
them, whilst they were eating } I suspect 
not. To day/' he continued, '* you will 
yemark the pleasure, which will be afford- 
ed the poor around Longneville, from theif 
patron and his family sitting down indis-* 
eriminately with the lowest of them. Bat 
here comes Lord Edgell, tell him yotrr 
scruples on this occasion, and depend xtp^ 
on it, he will take care to see you accommo- 
dated to your satisia€tioi} wHbin ik€^hotis6/* 
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*'We cannot spare you George, not even 
to this fair lady/' laid his Lordi^hip, as he 
approached/^ Your services^ where never 
in more request than at this moment." 

*'I am happy to hear it/' he returned; 
and glad to escape from Miss Louisa Fitz- 
arthur^ he ran off^ leaving Lord Edgell to 
apoligize to the young lady^- for sending 
away her beau. 

Luoisa^ now all smiles and good humour^ 
requested to know^ if her services would be 
accepted ; fornolhing^ she professed^ would 
give her so much pleasure^ as making her- 
self useful^ at such a time as the present. 

Lord Edgell thanking her^ said his sis« 
ters would be gratified in having suth an 
itoxiliary ; and offered to conduct her to 
tb^rn. Louisa would have pifeferred put^ 
*idg herbelf under the direction of the bro^ 
tfter« Ibat finding her wish oould n^ he 
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accomplished^ she made a merit of necesity, 
and exerted herself so muqh in the course 
of the day, that George could scarcely be- 
iieve she had been in earnest in what she 
had said to him at the commencement of 
it. 

The Marquis «at at the head of the 
first table, with Mrs. De Clairville on 
his right hand. At the second Lord Ed- 
gell presided ; at which Edward acted as 
vice-president, and had the unspeakable 
happiness of having the elder Miss Fitzar- 
thur for his nearest neighbour, who this 
day, contrary to her usual practice, pre- 
f(^rred the lower place at the festive boards 
to one at the uppoi* end. 

Sophin was nowiscen in a new light by 
the Marquis and his family. This was a 
ficene calculated to delight her^ and into 
which, she entered with the greatest spirit. 
£very unpleasant rccoUeclion was £orgot^ 
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ftnd she appeared the same character^ that 
was wont by its unaffected gaiety^ to de- 
light the hearts of all her frieads. 

Lord Bdgell found her an >ible assistant 
in attending to the wants of all around 
him. To the women^ who had children in 
their arms^ she paid the most attention ; 
aod relieved more than one mother^ by 
nursing their infants whilst they were dine- 
ing. Lftdy Caroline was not so much en- 
gaged but she had leisure to remark the 
approving looks of her brother^ as they 
were turned upon bis fair neighbour. '^AU 
thought she, is going on as I could wish/' 
Indeed, she was not the only one present^ 
who observed the evident admiration Lord 
Edgeirs manner to Sophia evinced^ whilst 
she unconscious of the conjectures it had 
called forth, continued to employ herself^ 
at ahehad begua. 

Lousia Fitzarthur observing wilb soma 



% 
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displeasure^ the admiral ion Sophia had at- 
tracted from almost all present, by her 
unaSected kindness to those around her^ 
endeavoured to divert some portion of it to 
herself. For this end^ she snacthed a efaild 
of eight or nine months old from its mo- 
ther^ and began tossing it about :' but the 
little creature already beginning 16 dtstin*" 
guish one person from another^ and not^ at 
all approving being handfedl «o roughly 
by a stranger, 8et up a note so shtill and 
piercing, that annoyed at the discoiFdanee 
of it; Lousro in a great pet^ threw it back 
to its OYOther; who not pleased a^ het 
child's having been trilated so imcer^m^* 
ously, even by a great lady, remarked ibt 
her next neighbour, in no very low key, 
how different the handsome youi^ lady at 
the top of the table, woald have behave* 
under similar eircumstanc^ir, *' wh<y se'e^ 
ed," she said, " to be as fot)d of other pea* 
pie's children, as if they were her own^ 
<x6d bleBs hier K' 
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Lady Caroline smiled as she overiieard 
this remark^ and saw the effect it produced 
on Lousia^ who, colouring violently/ re-> 
tamed to her seat> nor offered to leave it 
a^in till the tables were cleared. 

The first opportunity^ the former founds; 
of speaking to her brother^ she related 
the scene that had lately passed. 

^ Th6 women ww right/' returned Loird 
Edgell.'^^ddeed^ I neV6i' saw iti £!nglahd, 
a liettefr nurse^ or right fteling ^hd every 
ftimiiiide virttle^ evinced than your friend^ 
thu day.-' 

^' Nor in any other county I suspect/' 
said his sister. 

Lord Edgell after a short pause sudden* 
]y exclaimed^ Caroline^ where is Lord 
d'Arcy at this time ?'* 



€€ 



At the Antipodes I hope,'* she returned 
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laughing." Bat what could possibly tb^- 
miiid you of bira» I am sure we do not want 
bim bere/' 



*' You may not/* said ber brotber smil- 
iog. But are you my dear sister^ assured 
tbere is no otber person present wbo would 
no^^^be rejoiced to see bim again.' 



r» 



^' If you allude to Sopbia/'' sbe replied^ 
^ 1 may safely answer you^ sbe would not, 
I am quite certain, -sbe continued with earn* 
estnf ss, sbe does not now care aboat Lord 
d'Arcy^ whatever she might on«e have 
done/* 

*' And may 1 ask/' said Lord Edgell, 
much amused by his listers earnestness^ 
'' how you have ascertained this?" 

'^ A thousand ways. In the first place, 
Sophia never speaks of bim/' 
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Lord Edgell shook his head. 

^'Secondly, she is pretty certain^ even if she 
entertained thesame sentiments in bis favor 
which I do not deny her having once done^ 
that Lord Monireail will never consent to 
his son's uaioa wi^ her : j and thirdly^ b^ 
cause we know very well^ the Earii would 
not have taken his family into Italy^ had 
it not been for his design to marry Lord 
d'Arcy^to the daughter pi his old friend." 



^^ The reasons you have assigned are 
certainly very ingenious^ my dear Caro- 
linCj'* said her brother. But Jf they are 
the only ones yoo can advance^ to induce 
me to believe your friend no longer enter- 
tains any regard for Lord d'Arcy, I con- 
fess to you they are not sufficiently satis- 
&ctory to me^ to banish the impression^ I 
have received of a mutual attachment sub- 
sisting between the parties. But we will 
now return to our goesb« 
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The tables had beeir some time cleared, 
and the female part of the company were 
regaling with tea, as Lord Edgeil and his 
sister rejoiued them. 

The former remdiMd some minutes to 
contemplate so pleastn^f m scene, whilst 
Lady Carollne'ran forward to join her sister 
a ad Sopbiak. It reininded him of many si-* 
milttF oned, he Had 3/vitiiessed on the conti- 
nent A few yards frotn hifn, il^u>bs€lrved 
an ancient couple, whose healthy appear- 
atice particukrly struck hfan « and advancing 
towards (hem, he entered into dariYersattoii 
with the man, whom tt6 never recoUected 
having seen before. On fiirtlier enquiry. 
Lord Edgelt learned, tie was fiot an inha«* 
bitant of S-^, the village in which Longue* 
viile house was situated ; bat WslS at thai ' 
time, with'his wife on a visit to their grand 
children, who had lately settled there. 

'* There is our dear boy, my Lord/' cri- 
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td the old man^ pointed to a young one^ 
who was sitting next a very pretty girl, 
not kbr off, '' He was in a French prison/' 
he proceeded, '' several years. A gende- 
man however happily to^A a great fancy 
to him, and obtained leave of the Emperor^ 
to employ him about bis own person, and, 
when ht went into Italy, with some diflicul- 
culty persuaded Bonaparte to consent, to 
bis taking Thomas with him. It was there 
the lad met with his present wife, who was 
• servant, he tells me to a beautiful young 
creature living there. She Was very loth 
to part with Flora, but finding her intend- 
ed husband was an Englishman, she said. 
Grid bless her ! she could not refuse giving 
47er*consent to her marryirg him, as slie 
kived hII the Enghsh : and so Flora says^ 
•hi das htafrd^ her motlier did 'before her/' 

^' Can yoo^ my good friend, recollect Che 
name of Flora's mistress ^" enquired Lord 
Edgell^ who had atteaded with a more tb%a 
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usual degree of interest to the old man't 
tale. 

" Flora shall tell your Lordship her- 
self/' he returned. *^ For to say the truth, 
I cannot speak such queer names/' He 
then made a sign to the young woman his 
son was sitting by, which was instantly at- 
tended to« '^ My dear,^' he cried, as his 
gi and daughter approached, *' His Lord- 
ship wishes to know the name of your 
. young lady; and as I could not informhim^ 
I called for^ou to tell him/' 

Flora advanced a few steps nearer, and 
curtseying very low, answered in ItaUan^ 
The name of my beloved mistress my Lord, 
is Lady Laurina di Rosalvi/' and then 
making another curtsey, she was retiring, 
when Lord Edgell called her back, and for 
a short time continued to question her in 
native language, which created great sur- 
prise in the by standers. Uemarkiog this 
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he desisted ; and desired her in English^ 
to send her husband to him the next morn« 
ing, and then turning to her grand-father, 
he gratified him in speaking in praise of 
the modest appearance of his new relation^ 
and promised to assist the couple in fur- 
nishing their house ; and, if they continued 
to be deserving of it^ assured him, his 
grand-children should always find a friend 
in him. 

The poor old man in vain endeavoured 
to express what he felt, but his agitation^ 
at such unlooked forkindness overcame him 
80 rnuch^ that hefoand it impossible to make 
himself understood, and therefore desisted 
from the attempt. 

Xiord Edgell felt sensibly aflrected at ob- 
serving' the old roan's emotion ; and ta- 
king his' hand, he kindly pressed it as he 
put a note into it, desiring him to buy 
hia wife a new gowit with it, and hastening 
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from him he Joined hb listers, whom he 
found with Sophia attending apoo the 
younger part of the company, 

^' Who 18 that venerable old man, piy 
dear brother^ we saw you this moment 
conversing with ?'' said Lady Lucre tia. 
'^ What a fine head for a painter. As I 
never saw him before 1 must conjepture he 
does not belong to S — /' 

Upon hearing, he was on a visit to his 
grandson , who had lately taken a small 
farm in the village, the sisters proposed 
calling the next day upon the new married 
couple, and Sophia equally struck with the 
old grand-father, readily agreed to accom- 
pany them. 

^' I should not be surprised Lucretia/' 
observed Lady Caroline,'' the pretty young 
woman, we were lately admiring, praves 
to be the wife of. the old mail's grandson. 
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Observe how attentive 'she h to the tM 
folk." 

"She is very pretty/' cried George, 
v^hether married or single, and <ihall be 
my -partner for the first dance/ I aiA deter- 
mined. She surely has much the appear^' 
mnee of a foreigner^*' he continued. 

'^ Yottt fuicy carries you a great way 
tty good friend,,'' aaid Lady Caroline laiigli* 
ing.'r.. It is not very probaible I tbink^ an 
Eni^lishman should have sotfgbt his wife 
ia.distant lands/' 



"George ip; however right/' returned 
Loind Edgell;" as Thomas's wife is certain^ 
l|iui)[talian; 

^^'An Italian !'^ repeated Lady Caroline* 
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" Even 80. Why should you be inclined 
totloubt'thefact?" 

m 
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" I do not doubt it^ but confess my cu< , 
riosity is not a liltU raised to learn where 

the acquaintance commenced/' 

•i • • 

'^ You may easily have your desire gra* 
tified/' replied her brother smiling^ '' by 
applying to the parties for information on 
the subject." 

. liady Caroline laughing^ tliftdced hitn 

fon bis bint^ and soon contrived Id find an' 
<^portunity of addressing Florsi^ vvhb much 
flattered at being thus distinguiriied, rea* 
dily undertook to gratify the young ladies^ 
curiosity and her fair auditress^ they not only 
learned where the lovers had first met^ but 
the whole history of their attachment and 
the good qualities of Thomas, which bit^ 
pretty wife appeared delighted to dw^l 
upon. 

Pleased with the naivete of her new ac*^ 
quaintance. Lady Caroline continued con- 
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versing with her^ till tbey were sumtnoned 
to join the dancers^ who were assemblect 
on' the lawn before the conservatory. 

George ckimed the hand of Thomas's 
wife^ as Mr. Cecil caiAe to scdc his part- 
ner. The elder part of the company^ seat- 
ed at a little distance under some fine trees^ 
were regaled ^ith pipes and tobacco. 

. Sophia again opened the ball with lord 
Edgjell; whten they arrived at the bottom of 
the ^et, old Edwards^ the venerable grand- 
father of Thomas^ who with his wife, was 
delightedly looking on, rose and offered So- 
Sophia his seat; but declaring herself not 
intbe least fatigued, made him resume \t^ 
and continued to converse with him and 
his dame till she was wanted in the dance^ 
whom she found even moi:e communicative 
ihan her husband. 



oS 
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A4 ihe conclusion of the second' dance^ 
Lord' Edgell was called W¥^y, and bis fair 
partner not ailowiog an j one to be distur^ 
bed for her^ made choice of a seat which 
nature had partly hioliowed^in a treOi near 
the spot whek'e the cM> couple bad placed 
theniselTes. Sophia w^* soon discovered • 
hy Lady Carolitte; whiif laughingly com- 
paring- faento the Lady in^the lobster^ re- 
quested to be allowed to share her throne. 
Ih a few minuets^ more^ they were joined 
by Mr, Cecil and several of their party 
who forming a sendi-circle^ designate 
then* the Sovereigns of the woods; and 
refreshments being handed about^ the 
healths of the sister queens were draiik 
by all. Whilst the toast went rounds Lord' 
Edgell was seen returning ac60n!^p&^^ 
nied by a gentlem^in^ whom Sophia instant^* 
Jy recognizing for her brother in law Mr.' 
Howard^ decended from her tbroneHomfeet 
him. ''What brings you to IjonguevilleP'V 
Yf%B the next enquiry she made^ after that 
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concerning the healths of her leister and the 
children bad been answered. ' 



^'You shall bear presently my dear impati- 
ent sister/' returned Mr. Howard smiling^'* 
But permit me first to pay my respects to 
your worthy host^ to shake Edward by the 
hand^ whom 1 have not seen these two 
yeaf s; and deliver the cotri^i(ment9^ I am 
enlarged witb from my wife^ totlie litdiea 
Lttciietia and CaroKne/' * 

''You are^ I find the same provoking 
Chailea you ever w^re,** said Sophia, turn- 
ing from him/' And to punish you T will 
not make another enquiry." 

"I fear (hen my dear Sophia,** said her 
father laughing, you will in that tase inflict 
a more examptary punishment upon your- 
self than en the aggressor. * Bat happily he 
will not put your patience to any great trials 
as 1 suspect he i» as eager to impart to yoa 
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the occasion of his unexpected appearance 
bere^ as you can possibly feel to ^become 
ticcpiainted with it/' 

^'I plainly see my dear father will pub* 
lish my secret^ said Mr. Howard^ if I do 
not entiMP into «n immediiUe explanation 
ol^the rea%(Mv^ of ray coming to>LongeviUet 
What will you say Sopbia^*^ he continued^ 
when I tell you, my errand hither; was nei* 
iher more nor less; than ^ nin away with 
you. 

^'Not to night, I hope; said La% Caro* 
line^ indeed we cannot part with her so 
soon." 



9t 



lam wlling^^^replied Mn Howard, 
to remain here till to-morrow> if you my 
dear Lady Caroline will promise to use 
your influence with the Marquis, toaccom- 
paoy my father and mother to Glenmore 
.for a f((w dayff^ when their visit to yoji is 
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/ 

concluded. Your brother has given m^ 
hopes of seeing him at that time^ and hat 
answered for Mr. Cecil/' 

"Well then/' obseryed her Ijadysbip, * 

I see no reason^ why my father should not 

join so pleasant a party; and as our friends 

leave us in a few days^ I will make it my 
^request that he will attend us to the Grove 

Atfthe time you mention; and have too doubt 

I sbalt be listened to/^ 

Sophia soon after learned that h6r nncle 
and cousin had been way litid by Mr. How- 
ard, as they were proceeding from Brigh* 
ton^ where they had disembarked, to Wood* 
ly; and that he had carried them in triumph 
to the Grove. 

* 'Emily/' continued Mr. Howard/' was 
not aware of Edward's vicinity; or we 
should not have been able, to have prevail- 
ed upon her to remain at Glenmiore^ whilst 
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ber father ran down a. few days to 
"Woodly." 

"Did she not know of your intention of 
coming hither ?'* 

''She certainly did not;'' Mr. Howard 

» 

replied^ but has ere this^ learned it from 
Matilda^ who will also prepare her for see- 
ing you ce^tu^^n with nie; Gd;^ard is already 
acquainted with her being at the Groye^ 
and I shouM not be much surprized^ as he 
thinks me ignorant of his attachment to faer 
if he offers to accompany me home. I know 
notj my dear Sophia if I am justifiable in 
stealing you from hence. Lord Edgell 1 
pbserved is not very delighted with my pro- 
ject^ and his sister just now gave me to un«- 
derstand^ I might expect to be called out by 
her brother for attempting to carry youX)ff. 
I confess to you my dear sister^ there .is 
only one other in the worlds I should have 
preferred before Lord Edgell for your bus- 
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band^ bat as he is, I understand from good 
authority, engaged elsewhere^ I think, I 
may venture to congratulate you upoa 
having won the affections of so estimable a 
character, as the heir of Longeville is al* 
lowed by all to be; and shall look forward 
with pleasure to the time when you will 
introduce him to me and Matilda, as our 
brother," 



^'Lord Edgell,'* said Sophia laughing, 
'' will I fear never Ij^e your brother, ii his 
being so, depends on my marrying him; 
Lady Caroline has, I plainly perceive, been 
amusing herself at our expence; but I 
must not suffer you to continue a moment 
in your present error; I esteem his Lord- 
ship; she covitinued more seriously; nay I 
feel the regard of a sister for him, which 
his uniform kind attentions to me, from the 
first diay we met^ have called forth. But 

j> 5 
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bow totally difierent have they been to those 
of a lover/* 

Mr. Howard smiling^ said, ''You are then 
perfectly able to distinguish this difference 
between friendship and. love^ in the atten* 
tions you receive from our sex. Indeed my 
dear friend^ J[ b^in to suspect you are mis- 
tress of the subject; and those crimsoned 
cheeks assure me, I am not mistaken. Now 
for the definition." 

*' 1 am perfectly centented/' returned 
Sophia laughing^ ''with your allowing me 
credit, when 1 decide upon those I have 
received from Lord Edgell, as having no- 
thing to do with the passion of love, and 
shall leave the defination to Matilda. But 
come, my dear brother, it is time for us to 
the lawn where a display of fire- works win 
conclude the festivites of the day.'* 

» * 

Several rockets had already been sent 
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• • 

off, as Mr. Hbward and hin sister joined 
the party assembled there. The vlUagera 
had sarrounded the frame^ on ivhich they 
were fixed, and desirous of not drawing (he 
attention from a wheel rocket^ which wai 
at that moment displayed to the astonish- 
ment of the far greater part of the eye wit- 
nesses^ Mir. Howard proposed to Sophia 
fteir remaining some little time stationary 
in the rear. 



Two young men in the dress of 
stood near them^ one of them expressing 
his admiration at the effect produced by 
the rockets, the other answered^ '^ Ah ! 
this is certainly very fine, but nothing to 
compare to what 1 saw in the spring at 
Bordeaux.'* 

^' Sartainnndf^true, yon are right/' repli- 
ed a man beaide him ''But had you not 
Jack ratfaephe in this here nice place^ clow 
to your native horn?, than be at Bordew.'*^ 
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f 'Ah ! I think^ I bad indeed/' beanswered^ 
V with my dear little Jane by my Me/' 
^rawing a young woman nearer to bim as 
he spoke^ '' than in all the Bordeauxes in 
the world/* 

Mr. Howard stepping forward^ entered 

into conversation with the tars, and leara^ 

. • ' . • 

.€[d that Jack^ as bis companion called bim^' 

had been at Bordeaux at tbe same tim?, the 
Duke of Wellington passed througb it^ 
and in compliment to bim, a grand display 
of fire-works bad been made by the inha- 
bitants of thi^t towi\. 

Mr Howard, wbo was particularly at- 
tached to sailors in general, made the 
intended bridegroom a bafidsome present^ 
and many a heart went that night light 
to.be<i from similar pr^^entsf bi^^ng* made 
them by tbe company Qss^^mblied that ev«n- 
iag dt LongueviUe. The old couple were, 
not forgotten, and a p«rty W89 made.tbo nei( 
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day for payiog Flora and her husband a 
visit. 

Mr. Howard had requested Sophia to 
be prepared to leave Longueville soon af- 
ter breakfast the following morning. The 
Marquis had consented to accompany Mr. 
De Clairville to the ^rove^ and Mr. Cecil 
required little pressing to induce him to 
promise being of the party* 

On descending to the breakfasl-rooin^ 
Sophia found her brother pacing the ves-^ 
tible apparently waiting for some one^ 
when on observing her approach^ he re- 
quested to know if she had seen Mr. Ho- 
vizard that morning. 

''Not to ex change a word with him/* 

she replied '' I saw him not half an hour 
since from my window^ crossing ||i6 Park^ 

in the direction to the stables.*' 



^he n<^ aunute %,n^ade his 
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and telling Sophia the carriage woi)Id be 
at the door in less than an hour^ he shook 
hands with Edward ; and was continuing 
his way to the breakfast parlour^ when the 
* latter stopped his course. 

^' 1 have been thinking Charles/* he 
said^ colouring a little^ ** there is no rea* 
son why I should not return with you to 
Glenmore to day/' 

•' Neither can I see any, why you should 
not, if you wish it/' replied Mr. Howard^ 

with some difficulty suppressing ft smile. 
" Matilda will be delighted to embrace 
her truant brother ; and 1 shall be most 
truly happy in your company, if you can 
banish yourself from the presence of the 
iietscinating Arrabella Fitzarthur, who^ I 
observed hst night, was directing all her 
artillery at your heart. Make your ex- 
cuses then to the Marquis and his family, 
and I readily promise to wait another half 
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hour, to give you time for this^ and to 
prepare for your journey, 

''Did I not prophecy this >'* said Mr« 
Howard laughing as Edward left them to 
give directions to his servant to prepare for 
accompanying him to Glenmore immediat- 
ly. ^' Edward reminds me,"' be continued^ 
'' of a child^ whp^ hiding his eyes with his 
hands^ thinks it impossible for any one to 
see him.'* 



'' I now begin to look forward with 
some hopes to the time/' cried Sophia^ 
'' when my dear brother and bis Em^ly 
will be again as Harriet once expressed 
herself; '' AUj and every thing to each 
pth^r/' • 

Ijady Caroline now entered from the 
pleasure Grounds^ and observing Mr. Ho» 
vrard and her friend, enquired how lony 
tbey lu)d been visible* ^' I Mve been en- 
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joying this lovely morning some time/' 
she continued^ '^and am sorry you my 
dear Sophia^ was too much engaged to 
partake the pleasure with me/' 

Your ladyship was not left to enjoy it 

alone^ 'i was happy to observe^" said Mr. 
Howard ; '^ as I thinks I saw Mr. Cecil 
with you." 

'' He certainly joined me/' she returned 
blushing^ '^ as I was returning from my 
walk^ and so di^ my brother.^' 

'' Whom you nrere quite as happy to 
see^ I make no doubt." 

" Why should you think^ I was liot ?** 

^* jjjTay my dpar Lady OuroJine,'* you 
surely could not suspect' me of speaking 
ironicaUy. To me it appears perfectly 
natural^ yon should peeler the oooimny. of 
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your brcAbf r .to 4htttidf any oti^r man. it 
would have been a subject' .of great soft- 
prize to me, had 1 heard yoa say, '' Indeed 
Mr. Hottrard i ^pnsler ^Mff « CtcW§ eonipany 
anfiniidy inwe/' r* . * 

You are incbrriarlbl e 1 believe, sbe re^ 
plied, more deejply. blushing than before, 
she turned from him, and at that moment 
encountered the ^ze of the last mentioned 
gentleman, who bad just entered from the 
grounds with Lord EdgelU 

{Sophia, compassionating the eqcreasing 
confusion of her friend, took her arm, and 

* 4 

jsaying she would desire her sister to read 
her husband a lecture for his impertenance; 
led the way to ihe breakfast-room, where 
the rest of the party, had already assem- 
bled, and Lady Caroline asserting her 
sister to make the tea^ escaped in some 
measure the significant glances^ which 
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were from time to time directed towdrdt 
her by Mr. Howard* 

Edward's apoligfet liad been aoit gra* 

> 

ciously accepted by the Marqotai who 
only expressed his hopes^ he should see 
him again at Longueville^ when his. visit 
at Glenmore was ended. . Bat Miss Filzar* 
thur conld scarcely conceal b» mortificati* 
on on hearing Edward's intention of return- 
ing with his brother in-law. She scarcely 
spoke during break&st ; and the moment 
the carriage was announced^ which was 
to convey him from her^ she hastely rose 
and left the room. A Jarge party dined at 
Longueville^ and happily in one of the 
beaus^ Miss Fitzarthur found a tolerable 
substitute for Edward De Clairville^ whom 
she now protested was little removed from 
an idiots and not half so handsome as his 
younger brother. 
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CHAP. IIU 







Eniljr WM aittiiig with Mrs. Howard io 
jierdQessfng''rooin, when the travellers ar« 
rived. LitUe Charles who was with tbeia^ 
first distinguished his father's voice, and 
ran to meet him as he ascended the 
stairs« 

^'Where is aunt Sophy papa," cried the 
child, who had understood he was gone to 
fetch her, and now appeared much * cha- 
grined at not seeing her with him. 
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^* Have you not succeeded ju persuading^ 
her to return with you ?" enquired Mrs. 
Howard who felt equally disappointed 
with her son in believinjg her husband^ was 
come back without Sophia^ 

'' Oh ! yes^ I know she is come^" said 
Charles jumping about the room^ '' or pa« 
pa would not stfifle M> ; cousin Emily will 
you not go widi me and try to find her^^ 

'' 1 suspect indeed your conclusions are 
jri^bt X^arles/^ Eniljr pteturodty ^Mfd will 
with pleasure accompany you in your in- 
tended search./ 

» 

'' Then away with you both/* cried 
Mr/ Howard laughing, ^' And when you 
have found the stray sheep send us the 
notice of it. 

As soon as they had left the room^ Mr* 
Howard mentioned to his wife her brother's 
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having accompanied him back to Glen- 
more, and noUvhhstanding the lecture she 
read him, for placing Emily and Edward 
in BO aukward a situation^ he professed 
himiielf perfectly satisfied with what he 
had done, assuring her she would find that 
they both thanked him in their hearts, for 
giving them an opportunity of meeting, 
without many witnessses being present. 

In the m^an time Emily with her young 
companion, hcid commenced their search 
for Sophia / and not finding her in the 
breakfast, dining, or drawing-room, the 
former felt apprehensive, she was not in 
the house. But Charles remembering that 
they had not yet examined his father's stu- 
d^, ran forw'ards; and reaching the apart* 
m6nt before his cousin, but not able beinjg^ 
tb open the door, he called, *' Aunt Set* 
phy if yoii are here, do pray eoAie* tfut/*" 
^ep^ were the*irexl instant'heard 'fast' ap* 
prottching, ttn'd Bmiiy ifas preparing tc^ 
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reproach Sophia for her childish beliaTiour 
as the door opened when she bbeld Edward. 

Little expecting to find him there^ she 
uttered a faint scream^ and had he not- 
hastened to support her^ would have fallen 
to the ground. Sophia approaching al- 
most at the same time, tenderly embraced 
her cousin^ and then laughingly enquired, 
whether she had taken her old friend and 
playmate for a ghost^ she then continued, 
'^ But you must forgive him my dear Emi* , 
]y, for having alarmed you so much, and 
then inform me, where I shall find Mrs. 
Howard," 

Emily attempted an apology for her 
childish behaviour, which she attributed|to 
a nervous head-ach^ that she had beeh tor« 
inentedwith all the morning ; and Edward, 
observed how pale she looked, entreated, 
that she would sit down and recover herstlf 
a UtUe, before'^she attempted to return. 
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Hb manner^ at this moment^ reminded 
Emily so forcibly of the Edward who^ at 
Woodley> used to betray the same interest, 
fof lier, that trembling from excess of emo«* 
tipDi sbe was glad to acoej^t the seat he 

ft 

brought her* - * v 

Sophiil found some difficulty in {Msuad- 
ingher young nephew^ to allow of her 
accompanying his uncle and Emily to Kis 
mother's dressing-robm^ as seated on her . 
lap with his little arms clasped abound her 
n'ecky he was paying off^ he said^ all the 
kisses he had owed her for a great long 
time. And when Edward, having placed 
the arm of Emily within his^ offered his 
other to his sister^ the latter was not allow- 
ed to accept it, as Charles declared his 
d^Mrminaf ion of taking the care of her 

T ^' 7' t'\' .' t « . . . . ' 

BllH/|ioM»rd«9qpreMicd«U!thej<yf i6e feltat 
again seeing those whomFihe|ovtd so mMb* 
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udder the fame roof with her. EidUvlird^ 
%he tboogbt, vvas both: thinner and paler, 
than whea she last saw*' Uitn ; bat be bad 
never looked more interesting*; and his af* 
fectJonate stater aaticipttted with ple^ure 
the time, when an explanation woiild take 
place between him and Emily, and all 
would tiieti continue to glide on smodtfaly. 



V • 



*J, M « 



By Sopbia*8 request, her sister attended 
her to the nursery, where the infant Ma-. . 
tilda was^ leaving Emily in their way in 
her own apartment, to recover from the 
agitation she had been thrown into, by the: . 
unexpected appearance of Edward at 
Glenmore^ 

After caressing the child for^soone ti«M^ > 
Sophia returned it to the nurse, anqd a€«*. 
companied its mother to her room, where 
eke eontitoiied till dbmer^ toivnaiAg^ Qvt 
UdtMCfittBg^ sidjects^ < :. ' 



MEL00M8C LODGE, 73 

Mm. Howard Tdated to her <l»e iiis- 
tory^f bef broriier'<s ^tHan^^lenieDt witb 
the lost Mftria^ forMrhem she iiad ftit -so 
deep^ly eoncerned. 

^^ I am of Edmurd's epraion/' she isatd^ 
after having. heard mafiy pacticoiaffs wiiich 
she was beibjne aoquaioted wiih ; 'Uhat this 
unfoirtunate woman's deaHh iwas hastened, 
if aet entirdy occasiened by her attaoh- 
tneiit to him. That Gressinglon has a ter« 
rible deal to answer for. He surely ciiA 
never know happiness again/' 

^' We hear/' ^pllted Sophia/' be is a most 
mserable being, his parents are greatly to 
be pitied. Their son is seldom t»t borne, 
but passes his time in travelling about the 
kingdom. The last aceouat bis mo(iber 
gaveofbim, was, that he was going a« 
broad with some noblemen, as a iatoir' io 
Jus sons* Had Edward's affections been 

£ 
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disengaged," she proceeded^ '' it would 
have been impossible for him to have re- 

» aisled the united attractions of Maria 
Buckby^ a^ when 1 first beheld her^ though 
virasted to a shadow^ the fine expression of 

. her sweet countenance^ was beyond any 
thing I can describe. It yfbb that of an 
angel ; indeed many times as I have sat 
watching beside her, I have said to my« 

* self^ surely this is no form of mortal mould* 
Sweet girl^ she was fitted for her native 
skies/^ 

'^LfCt us my dear sister^"' said Mrs. Ho- 
ward; who was almost equally affected 
with Sophia^ '^ dwell no longer on so me- 
lancholy a sulgect ; but rather turn onr 
thoughts to the happy prospect, now before 

• us, of seeing £dward and our beloved £• 
mily^ at length made happy in the possession 

4 of each other. And now teli me,'' she 

continued, endeavouring to disperse the 

. tears her sister's tale had drawn from her 
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.*yejs, '' when am I to congratulate you 
and Lord Edgell, who; Charles tells me^ is 

.to have the honor of becoming my brother 

.in law. 

'^ My. dear Matilda/' returned her sister, 
. *' 1 must beg you not to believe every 
thing your husband says. He has not the 
slightest ground to go upon^ if he asserts 
there ts an engagement subsisting between 
Lord Edgeli and myself. I had hoped^ 
he was convinced ^( his error> before he 
left Longueville.'^ 

'' I am sorry to hear you say iso; Is 
tbere any thing you particularly disap* 
prove of in Lord Edgeli?*' 

• 'f No indeed^ on the contrary, I feel the 
greatest esteem for htsxharacter, but he is 
not the man I could love.'' 
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'^ I should never have sy^ipecled you, 
of iMiing so romantic/' sud Mrs, HoMwd 
imghm^^. '' You siust my dear Sophia, 
be wonderfully changed since last summer. 
Love, was not then in your vocabulary ; 
ior 1 leally believe, you did not at tbat time 
l(n#w the meaning of Uie word. Where, 
may I enquire, did you learn its solution P' 



'' I confess my folly/' said Sophia deep* 
ly blushing at her sidtess caittery, '*fer 
speaking seriously of my fading it in my 
power to return the affedien of a nmn, who, 
most certainly, has never attempted, even 
by indirect means, to obtain mine.^^fiut it 
was my eagerness to convince you my tAsar 
Matilda, there was in reaUity no foundaition 
for the report, your husband appears deter- 
mined to believe, tihaA made me guilty of so 
jpeat an absurdity/' 

^* But," said Mrs. Howard, '' you have 
avoided answering my question." 
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•' I do not riecollect what it was, exactly." 

^' I am really concerned to find your 
memory has become, on a sudden^ so 
treacherous/' peplied her sister laughing* 
♦" ShaUI repeat it ? " 



€f 



If it is worthy of an answer ; which I 
in truth suspect, is not the cai^e/' Sophia 
answered. 



^ At all events/' said Mns^ HbwanF^ 
^^yott have not tost your sauciiiess ; aadtlor 
punish you^ I will persuade Charles to ca- 
techise you. He is^ I am aware, already 
▼ery suspicious, and, if ttttre is any thing 
fe discover^ will find it out, I pronnse you. 
Bad you not then better^ at once, put me 
in your confidence^ if there ia any thing, 
you wish him not to detect/' 

Sopbia laughing, shook her head a»she 
replied. ^' You,. my dear Matildaa^,aye the 
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last person^ I would confide in^ had I aay 
occasion for a confidante^ as my secret 
would not be any to your husband^ many 
minutes after it was in your possession, 
IVIarried women are not to be trusted ut any 
time ; and you less than any/' 

'' Impertinent girl/^ said Mrs, Howard 
unable to contradict her sister, though 
mu^h wishing to do so. '^ This speech 
shall not pass with impunity. Charles 
shall be made acquainted with it^ and will^ 
1 I^QOrW^ revenge the cause.pf his traduced* 
wife." : 

Sophia laughed at her sister's threat 
of calling in Mr. Howard's assistance to 
her^aid ; and finding the former desirous 
of returning to the nursery before she de- 
scended to the dining room^ left her« 
and directed her steps to her cousin's apart- 
ment^ where she remained, till the second 
bell ringing summoned them to dinner. • 
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Edward was standing near the door^ as . 
they entered the eating parlour. The ex-» 
pressive tenderness of his voice, as be ad- * 
drtssed Emily, brought the finest bloom to 
her cheeks, as her heart throbbed with the 
delightful conviction, she was yet beloved 
by him. 

^'Do you not agree with us, Edward, in . 
thinking Emily's complexion is much im- 
proved by her visit to Paris? said Mn 
Howard. You must, my dear cousin, give 
Matilda your perfumer's address^ as the 
rouge you wear^ is infiinitely finer than 
that; she' has of late made use of/' 

Em'ly's colour was not lessened by this 
remaik ; and Sophia feeling for her ton* 
fusion, took up weapons in her defence^ 
which she so ably made use of, that the 
aggressor, was soon obliged to beg for 
quarter. When this was granted, and 
peace somewhat restored^ Mrs. Howard 
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mentioned an engagement for the next day, 
\rhich, she hoped, vroiM not be unpleasant 
to any of the party • '' You urill meet arii 
old acquaintance at the hall, Sophia/^ she 
continued. '^ Mr. Orrosby Willoughby 
is, at this time, oa a visit there/* 



^' Is he another rejected swain of yeursr 
Sophia ? '* enquired Mr. Howard. 

*' He wears the willow^ I su^f ect. But 
mjF good brother^*^ she rrturaed^ ''I have 
not bouAd llie garland oq his brow ; so da 
not I pray, look sa hypocritically 8a4 
Young Wilknighby/' she continued, ''wa» 
seribus'y attached: to mj friend Annie Fal- 
CAiier, but finding her affections were in 
the possessioa of another^ he not only gave 
xisp all hope of her for himself^ bat has, I 
have understood^ been exerting all hi» inflit- 
once with, men in power, ta procure pro- 
motieia for bis ri^al, that nothing may ia> 



pede bis unioir with the wonmn, t« whom 
he has btfen m hmg ait&ched«*' 

'^ He is then» 1^ verj^ 9oUe fbllow/' rai^ 
Mr. Hdw(ird. '' Amdi^ill 90Oi« 1 hope^ 
ipeet wilh ar woiwQy who wfll sew^dfaioh 
i^ hiflpdkiiiterestedoess; '' 

'^Laoinol without my sospidons, he 
haa ahready met with one^ who ig perfectly 
sensible of his worth,'' observed Mrs« 
Howard smiliny^ 

« 

'' Yon allade to Elizabeth Davenport/' 
said her lra4bao4. '' I wish you may be 
sights Sophia> yoa remember meetiay 
this young lady's aiit^ here last summer ^'^ 



*' Perfectly well. And may 1 ^nquire^ 
what Mrs. Aukhtnd's favorite pursuit is sk 
thiatime^" 
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"Astronomy/* he returned^ " 1 do not 
mean the abstruce parts^ those^ ahe allows 
herself to be afraid of undertaking. But 
telescopes, globes, and bookil that will give 
•her a little knowledge of the situations of 
the stars, she is just now eager to procure. 
The first. Mis. Aukland has ordered from 
Town, which she telfs me, she has desired 
(o be one of the best, and till her globes 
arrive, she has begged permission to pay 
daily visits to my study, that she may liot 
loose the little knowledge, she has already 

gained/^ 

• • ... 

"1 hope, you gil^e' her a lesson eachr 
time, she honors y6ulr library with her pre-^ 
sence.*' said Sophia laughing* 

:*' When I am in the way, but if possi- 
ble, I confess to you, I make a poiut of 
being cut of it, and if you, my deai: sister, 
wish for a moment's peace, whilst you are 

m 

here, I earnestly advise your keeping from 
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Mrs* Aukland the little knowledge^ you 
possess upon the subject/' 

'' Mrs. Davenport/* said Mrs. Howard, 
^' has been obliged to prohibit Elizabeth's 
accompanying her aunt into the open air^ 
in her survey of the hejrenly bodies, which, 
at this season, she often defers till midnight, 
as the poor girl caught incessant colds from 
her attendance upon her, at those times/' 

"Chemistry, was Mrs. Ankland's fovo« 
rite pursuit last year, I remember," observ- 
ed Sophia. 

" It was,'' said Mr. Howard ; but that 
lasted a very short time. Hydrostatics sue* 
ceeded, and was pursued wUh the same . 
eagerness; till astronomy became the favo- 
rite of the day, and we now hear of nothing 
but the rising, southing-, and setting of 
Ly ra, <^apella^ Aries^ and Gemini/' 
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'' With all these absurdUifs^ Mrs Aufe-^ 
bnd passes for a semible womaiij'' said 
Sophia^ ''at least, I have heard you say, 
that many very intelligent men, have been 
deceived ia thinking her such/^ 

'^ There must be a strange compouitd 
about this lady/' observed Mrs, Howardj 
^' or she would n«t appear so contrary^, to 
different people. For my part, I have al^ 
ways considered her aweak^ vain woman /' 

^' Mrs^. Aukland certainly does not pos* 
sess the sterling sense, you are blessed with^. 
say dear Matilda;'' said her husband* 
^' Yet I cannot agree with you in consider- 
ing hers, a w6»k mind. She has beea 
spotted by our sex, to wliom she contrives^ 
toemak e herself very agreeable. Her bus-- 
band called litib fos htt, and ocevptcd with 
hbown pursttiid, be )e& her at perfect liber- 
ty to indalge ift every wild caprice, il they 
did not iiiterfere with, his pleasures. ^'^ 
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^'Mr» Auklrad ii& dead^ I tiiink/' said 
Emfly. ' 

'^ Be is ; mi I would have Edward otr 
his guard a^inst the powerful attractions^ 
of Ws widow.. Do you not think with mer 
iiiydearBm%r he requires such a caution >'* 

'^l can scarcely suppose him in afiy 
dlingeF of losing bis heart to the lady, you 
have been dtescribingi" she answered deep^ 
fy Mushing^ at the archness^ of the glance 
directed towards her l^ Mr. Howard^ as^ 
he made this enquiry^i 

^ And pray may I enquire,*^ continued' 
her tormentor.. ''If there is another person^, 
you think him. in^ greater danger of bosingr 
it to?'' 

*'*lBdeed>^'^ she replied; stSI more con- 

iMidf ; ihtm never thought about i(.*^ < >^' 

. ■ vv' 
... ■*>■•• 



*•• ' v.- ' ■ .' 
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\ 



'^ How dare yon Emily^ afisert such a-^ 
shall I proceed ? " 

" I think you had betternot/' said Mrs. 
Howard^ who^ from the changes in Emily's 
complexion^ was apprehensive^ he had al- 
ready gone too far. ^* Edward^ it is to be 
hoped/' she continued^ '^ can take care of 
himself, without any assistance from either 
his ^isters^ or cousin. Emily my love^ have 
you yet mentioned your wish to Charles^ 
to have a seat erected under your favorite 
Beech trees ? " 

y I have often/' said Edward, '' felt an 
equal desire to have one placed under the 
shade of those fine old trees^ what say yoa 
Howard to gratifying it ? " 



*' That I wish you and Emily^ to give 
the necessary directions to the carpenter 
about it. You would not^ I suppose^ wish 
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ths length of it to consist of more than two 
or three feet^ at farthest/' 

" My ilear Charles/' said his wife, 
'' what caa you be thinking of> the lengthy 
you speak of, will barely allow of two per- 
sons sitting upon it at a time/' 

« 

''And, is it not the wish, of your brother 
and cousin, it should hold no more.? said 
Mr. Howard archly,^ 

" I can answer for Emily's never hav- 
ing entertained such an idea," returned 
Mrs. Howard* ''But come, let us walk to 
the spot; we shall then be better able 
to decide,, both upon the proper breadtb 
and length of it. 

" JV[oa must ffddeed Matilda, read your 
husband a lecture the first minute^ you fiad 
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yourself alone witii kim^" said Sophia^ ar 
they were prqiaritag for their wftlk.. ^^He 
has behaved extremely ill ; and had 
1 been Emily, 1 should have bcfen tempted 
to have seriously qoarreMed witk 



'' I began, to fear myself/^ replied fa^ 
sister^ '' Charles would carry the jest too 
far^ as things are at this tioie. A few day» 
will however, t trusty set the hearts of tbeM 
tenderly attached lovers at nest;^ and then,, 
we will per Oik him to laugh a& much, and 
US' often a» he- pleases. Drd you itot obt^ 
serve, my dear Sophia,** contmued^ Mrs. 
Howard, " the elkttr produced upon the 
eltedis of Ekni)y, l^ Edwiard^s addres^ 
t^ lirr, as- ne tvere seatiiigl ourselves dt- 
table/* 

'^ Assuredly I did, a;nd likeWise perceiv- 
ed that it had not escaped his observation^ 

* * • • 

ftky more (ibKir the heart'feitjoy, It occari- 
Med bhR, did nie.*^ 
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The sisters then spoke of the alrseDt 
Harriot^ from whom a letter had beached 
tbem from the Cape : \rhilher a prospe- 
rous gale^ had soon carried her^ and her 
husband. 

** When Edward is once married/^ said 
Mrs, Howard ; *' I shall have oiily to wish 
my Sof^ia haf^pily settled in Ikfe^ and for 
thefetora of AMred and his wtfe^ to feel 
every desire of my heart gratified." 

^ The hitler wisb^ I nucerly psrtietparre 
inv^ Ktonied SoplMa^with diffieiiltl^ 8^^ 
preating a amile. 

^' You htfve no design to many at pre* 
sent. I presume Ibis is what you intend to 
insinuate/' said her sister smiling. 'M re- 
member my dear Sophia ex:pres8ing myself 
in the same manner, not a fortnight before 
I became aequatnted with Mr. Howard* 
la less than a months my tone was altered ; 



\ 
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and, at the end of the thirds 1 bad permitt- 
ed him to apply to my father for bis con- 
sent to our union ; and) what is more sur-> 
prising/ i have never once repented doin<^ 

80." 

" In truth/* said Sophia, tenderly em- 
bracing her sister. '' 1 know not any 
where, a happier wife than yourself, nor 
the womany who more deserves the blessings 
which surround her, than my Matilda.'* 

*^ You are a flatterer, I am afraid/' said 
Mrs. Howard smiling, as she fetarned the* 
affectionate carresses of Sophia. ''But 
we must really hasten to overtake Edward 
and his companion, whom I saw this mo- 
ment, enter the wilderness.** 

As Mrs. Howard said thts^ little Charles 
came botfhdirig towards them. He had^ 
he.said^ been walking with nurse and the 
baby ; but seeing bis mother and little 
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auntyi at a distance^ had left his compani- 
ons to join them. "Will you mamma/' he 
continued^ '^ now: 1 am come^ let me stay 
with you ?'* 

'Mfyou promise nottotire^I shall be 
glad of your company/' she returned, ''but 
remember my dear b6y, neither your aunt 
nor myself can undertake to carry you/' 

Charles assured his mother^ be could 
walk a great deal farther yet; and taking the- , 
hand of each, he trotted on, amusing them 
exceedingly with his remarki^. 

In a few minutes afterwards^ they came 
in sight of Emity, who, with Edward, was 
seated on the side of a bank, waiting for 
thetn. 

diaries, observing his Uncle andlpousin, 
so comfortably seated, was anxious to join 
them, and heedless of the mischief he was 
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doing, requested the lovers to make room 
for him between then^ 

*' Had you not belter sit on my knee ?"" 

said his uncle. *' You will find it a' much 
better seat for you than the wet grass /^ 

''If it is so wet, returned the chrldp 
'' why do you let Emily sit down upon it. 
Mamma/' he cried, as Mrs. Howard, with 
Sophia drew nieftr>. '' jbould Emdy sit ujkdn 
the well graiii..^' 



'^ Certainly noty" s^e- T€f$i«dy '^ l^it^ mf 
love» who told you it was wet ?'' 

*' Uncle Edward^ mamma/'' He would 
not let me sit between him and £mily> 
because he said, it was very wet/' 

'' You ought to feel very grateful for 
your UQcle*s taking so mucbcare of you/* 
returned iMrs. Howard smiltag^. ^^ I ho^ 
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your cousia will not be a Mfer er^ from his 
9ti»ilg« forgetfjalaeesof her/' 

£dwaxd> colouring high^, said, the short 
lifue^ they had been i^ated^ would aot^ be 
hoped, malerially baft Miss Ri&sbbrook. 

''Oh! no; do -iiot be apprehensive 
Mr. Howard on my acjcount," she retura- 
ed blushing also. '* 1 am accustomed (o 
isittin^ out of doors ; and» as ofleifi make 
the turf my seat as not/' 

''Well then/' said Mrs. Howard, 
" if you and your companion are suffici- 
ently rested^ perbajps you will have no ob- 
jection to proeeed with us to the b^eoh 
trees ;" Emily, instantly spurting up^ saidy 
fihe was ready to attend her^ and E^WMd 
taking an arm of each^ they foUoswd 
Charles and Sophia to the spot. 

<* The maple, and tbe beech of o3y nnts 
«« FiQlilc, and tbB Jipe» AtrdiBii;r S10 » 
^ Diffiuiiig odoun** 
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were principdlly to be found in this beau- 
tiful retreat/ which formed a kind of Am-' 
phitheatre. Emily bad fancifully named 
it^ Oberons bower. It was about a quarter 
.of a mile from the house^ and can alone be 
entered through the wilderness. This had 
been the favorite retreat of Harriot^ who, 
with Alfred Howaro/had spent many of 
her mornings there^ during her last visit 
at the Grove ; and several of her most 
beautiful drawings, had been designed un- 
der the shade of the trees^ which ornament- 
ed it. 

Mr. Howard^ on their return to the 
hofise^ hearing from Edward^ that Emily 
had named the spot, Oberon's bower^ assur- 
ed ber^ it bad been christened by him some 
timebf-fore^ the bower of Love: and hoped^ 
«he would permit it to retain its original 
name. 

Emily blushing at the arch look he gave 



J 
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^er, as he said this, turned away, but in 
Ooing so, met the eyes of Edward tenderly 
lixed upon her. Still more confused, she 
stammered something about her work or 
netting, which she had left in her cousin's 
>res8ing-room; and saying she would seek 
U there, hastened from the apartment. 

" Upon my word Edward," said Mr. 

Howard laughing, as the door closed upon 

her. It was too bad in you, to alarm the 

poor girl thus. . Nay, do not pretend to 

justify yourself, observing he was going to 

*<peak, *M tell you, those eyes of yours 

told a tale this moment, that should have 

>nly met the ear of the timid Emily, in the 

j^rove, consecrated to lovers. You must, 

ndeed my dear fe\low, be more on your 

Ipiard in future, or I foresee, you will have 

ome difficulty in prevailing upon her^ 

io accompany you thither* 

y My dear Charies,"' returned his bro- 
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ther, '' you have, I confess discovered my -^ 
«ecreC and indeed I cs^re not, bow you rally 
me upon it, if one, Ivhom I venerate so 
much, escapes your lash ; and now I 
have thrown myself entirely on your >mer« 
x:y, I must earnestly entreat, you will not 
coatinne, as you have hither done, to amuse 
yourself at my expence, in Emily's pre* 
«ence.** 

^' You are an honest fellow, ki not de- 
nying your regard for that amiable girl/' 
said Mr« Howard, shaking bis bfotber by 
the hand, ^^ and on Unat account, I pro- 
nise you to be moce <m my ^uard for Ae 
next two days ,* which time I allow all 
jexplanations taiung place, between yon epd 
£»ay/' 

''iby a wei^ faAer^ my dear Chftrles^ 
and, if at the end of tiiat time^ I haw nmt« 
tered sufficient conrage to address her bn 
thia luiyect of my aiection^ I rtnfi call ap* 



MELCOMBE LOfiGE. 97 

on you for your congratulations^ on having 
so soon overcome my apprehensions. But 
should her heart be in the possession of 
another " 

" Pshaw! nonsense man/* said Mr, Ho- 
ward« ^' you have nothing to fear on that 
account. You know she refused Lord 
Clavering, before she left England ; and 
fiiince that, Sir Charles tells me^ she has re- 
jected several offers^ one from a gentleman 
of very large property^ who was introduced 
to her at Paris/^ 



^* 1 fear my Uncle^ eveo more than I do 
Emily/' said Edward. '' He was far from 
being satisfied with me^ when we parted at 
MelcombOj and I know not any reasons^ be 
should not be so now/' 



t€ 



My dear Edward/* said Mr. Howard 
speaking seriously ^ *' do not let me see yoa 
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giving way thus, to such unnecessary appre- 
.hensipns. Your uncle is acquainted with 
ail you have suffered from October last ; 
and has imparted it to his daughter/' 

*' Impossible ! how could he learn it ?" 

'' From your father : I liad this intel- 
legence from Sir Chailes himself ; who, at 

the same time, mentioned the many tears 

his darting Emily had shed for your^ and 

the poor Maria's sufferings/' 

'^ There is the pang ; I sometimes fear, 
I am not paying sufficient respect to the 
memory of one, whose life, I must ever be- 
lieve, was shortened through my means, 
when 1 am so early seeking to obtain the 
affections of another woman/' 

*' I do not see this,'* returned Mr. Ho- 
ward^ Emily was the chosen of your hea^, 
many years before Miss Buckby knew 
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there was such a being as yourself in exis* 

tence* It was her knowledge of this^ that 

made her so resolute not to ratify her en- 
gagement with you, after she learned there 

was no truth in the report of Emily's mar- 

•riage with Lord Clavering. 

" She was an (^ngel/* exclaimed Edward, 
'' and 1 have only to lament, not having 
been able to return such disinterested af- 
fection, as I ought to have done/' 

" She is an angel now, I firmly believe/' 
said Mr. Howard. '^ But as we cannot, 
did we wish it, restore her to life, let us 
endeavour to evince our regard for her, 
by acting in the manner she wished us to 
do. In short my dear Edward, by becom- 
ing the husband olEmily, you will comply 
with the last request^ the now beautified 
spirit expressed, before she was called 
hence/' 

F 2 
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'' And did Maria express such a wish ?'* 
he returned with great emotion. '^ Dear 
lamented friend^ where am I to find your 
equal?" 

'^ In your cousin/' said Mr. Howard 
expressively^ '' who is the rnly woman to 
make you happy. But*^t us now drop 
this conversation^ and take a turn with me, 
dear Edward^ before the ladies again make 
their appearance. Sir/' he cried as they 
stepped out upon the lawn^ ^' their is 
Mrs. Aukland's favorite Capella^ and the 
Utile kids she talks so incessantly^ about. 
You must prepare yourself to receive a 
lesson from the astronomical lady to-mor- 
row evenings if it proves as fine as the pre* 
»ent'' 

Mr. Howard^ on returning to the house, 

where his wife and her companions soon 

joii^ him and Edward^ kept his word with 

tKe latter^ nor made use of one expression 
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that could call a blush to the cheek of Emi- 
ly : who was drawn into describing the 
present puiBuits of the Parisian females, 
with whom she bad been intimate^ daring 
her visit to that capital. Midnight passed 
before any one of the party was aware of 
it. As Emily rose to take her candle from 
the side-board, Edward in assisting her to 
light it, contrived to give the hand extended 
to receive it, a gentle pressure, as a general 
good night was uttered by all. Sophia 
attended her cousin to the door of her a« 
partment, and then proceeded to the nur-^ 
sery to take a peep at Charles and Matilda, 
before she retired to her own room. 
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CHAP. IV. 



The party at Mrs. Daveifporl's consis- 
edj besides her own family and that of the 
Grove, of Ormsby WiIloughby,Mr. Cleve- 
land, the rector of the parish, his wife and 
daughter, and a young clergyman on the 
point of marriage with the latter^ 

Mr. Cleveland's venerable figure inspir- 
ed respect, where-ever he appeared. He 

had held the living of L nearly forty 

years, where he bad brought up a large 
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% family, who were now dispersed into al- 

most every quarter of the kingdom. 

Louisa, the only daughter^ had been 
. educated entirely udder the eye of her pa- 
rents, to whom she was indebted for every 
valuable acquisition of knowledge, she had 
altaiaed.M iss Cleveland^ ' it is true, could 
neither perform upon any musical instru* 
ment, nor4ance in- a superior style ; but 
she was perfectly mistress of her native 
language, and nbt^ entirely ignorant of 
either, the French^ or halian. 

The gentleman, to whom she wad en- 
gaged, wks the son of a neighbouring 
clergyman, and had been from boyhood 
(he companion of the younger Clevelands« 
He had. at this time the curacy of a parish 
not far from L— , and to forward 
his union with Louisa, had the last two 
years taken pupils ; and was accompanied 
li^y one of them^ in his visit 4o the haM. 
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The Howards had long known and re- 
spected the worthy rector of L . In 

performing the duties of his situation^ Mr. 

Cleveland's example, was worthy of imi- 
tation ; for his practice^ accorded with his 

doctrine: in the pulpit, the latter was 

sound, though be himself did not incline to 

any particular sect. It was drawn from 

the fountain head, and few that heard him 

preachy returned unedi&ed home. 

Mrs. Cleveland was not so generally 
liked as her husband, for from the natural 
reserve of her manners, her value was 

ft 

scarcely known beyond her own circle, 
and there she was almost adored. In 
watching over a rising iamily, and in at- 
tending to the necessities of her husband's 
parishioners, Mrs. Oevdand had pncsuad 
'^ tb^ noiseless tenor of her way/* 

The Howards knew and loved (bk ^](- 
cellent woman for her fAany virtQ^^ and 
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they were equally esteemed by her. Miss 
Cleveland possessed her mothers superior 
sense, witli haying imbibed her reserve^ k 
was a matter of surprise to some^ that I^u-* 
isa sliould have acquired so graciefal 
an address^ shut up^ as she had been 
in an old parsonage house^ with only the 
^nish society of her parents^ or that 
she occasionally met vrith in her visits to 
the Davenports. But Miss Cleveland 
possessed that happy temporalure of mind^ 
virhich makes circupistances conducive to 
comfort ; and felt equally contented those 
months^ virhen the bad roads about L ■ - ^ 
made her a comparative prisoner to the 
house^ as when fine weather^ and the re^ 
turn of her friends to the country^ brought 
with them a succession of amusements. 

The time ^as n»yf i^rrived^ wh^n f h^ 
iras to quit ihfi pajternst) rpof^ vlpA rdapve 
to the dwelling of her husband. 

9 5 
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Young Deloimine was beginning to be 
impatient^ to call Louisa his own ; and her 
father and mother had at lengthy been pre- 
vailed upon to fix tfee day, for giving him 
tfheir beloved child. 

Mrs. Cleveland in confidence, mentioned 
to Mrs. Howard in ibe course of the day, 
they passed together at the Hall, that 
the following Thursday was fixed upon 
for the wedding. *^A mariying day I be- 
lieve/' she added throughout 4.he kirgdocH. 
Iknow not what we shall do without our 
Louisa ; she eontinued." But I haVe the 
consolation of knowings the son in-law she 
lias given us, will cherish her with the same 
care^ we have hitherto doae.*^ 

Mrs. Howard con gimtulated her, upow 
the acquisition, isuch a young tnan as Mr. 
JDekn-aine, would be to lier fainUy« 

* f 

He was, at that lime sl^ spoke^ conver* 
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ing with Edward, ^t some distance from 
the rest of the company ; and the bright 
«yes of more than one female were direct- 
to that part of the room^ which they had 
with dawn to. 

-^-Alrs. Aukland said, they were a perfect 
prototype of theconstellatipn Gemini : "'Mr* 
De Clairvilie/' she contini!ed, ^' from ha- 
ving* (he advantage in height, we will call 
Castor, which is the brightest star in that 
luminary, whilst Mr. Deloraine must be 
contented to represen^t his Iwin brother, 
Pollux, YouJ may never, perhaps, have 
observed this beautiful constellation in the 
heavens, my d^ar Miss De Cluirville," she 
cried, '' addressing herself to Sophia ; and 
I am sorry, it will not be in my power, to 
point it out to you this evening ; but un- 
fortunately it does not rise at this time of the 
year, till you must, probably ? have been inbed 
several hours. 1 shall, however, have great 
jaleasufe in shewing you its situation on 
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the globe, when I pay my next- visit tt 
your brothers libcary/' 

Sophia found some difficulty in suppress- 
ing a smile, as she returned Mrs. Aukland 
her thanks for her kind intentions of in- 
structing her, in her favorite science, but 
lamented her time would be too much oc<* 
cupied in other pursuits, during the stay 
she made at Glenmore lo allow of her pro^ 
fiting much by her kindness. 

•' I am aware," said Mrs AuklanJ, 
'• Mr. Howard would make a far more 
able instructor, than I can pretend to be, I 
am indeed very ignorant, but my time has 
certainly been, as yet, very limited; and 
lam sometimes surpri^^ed at myself, on 
finding I have advanced so far : for I am 
already able to distinguish the positions of 
the different conslellations oil the globe^ 
If I can call to> morrow at the Grpve, you 
shall examine me; which ( can inform 
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you> my dear Sophia^ you may easily do, 
without having attained any knowledge of 
the science yourself; as with the assistance 
of a book of problems, you have nothing 
to do, but read the positions of the stars on 
or for such a night, whilst I point to them 
on the globe." 

'^ Exceeding amusing indeed/' exclaim* 
ed Ormsby Wilioughby, who had over- 
heard the latter part of this speech. " I 
hope, dear Mrs. Aukland, you will employ 
ore in this manner as well as Miss De 
Clairville ; I shall enjoy it surprisingly." 

*' Very probably, but, I have not forgot 
good sir, your drawing Elizabeth away 
Idst night, when I was endeavouring to 
teach her to fiiid out the four stars in square 
declaring you coulcl eutertain her mucb 
)>etter. She may now return the compU^ 
Jtwept by v^unuskii;: ^^ tp-^iprrpw ; at ^11 
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events, I am determined you ffhall be no 
interruption to n>e/* 

* 

' ^' You appear Willoughby, to have got 
into some terrible scrape there/' said Mr. 
Howard ; ^' Can I assist in extricating yoa 
from it? "' 

^^ I heartily wish you would ; '' he re- 
turned. ^^ And whilst you are doing this^. 
I will join the party in the bow window. 
Will you not accompany me thither^ raj 
•dear Miss De Clair ville ? '' 

Sophia happy to escape the vicinity of 
Mrs. Aukland, rose with alacrity, and seat- 
ing herself next to Louisa Cleveland, con- 
tinued chatting w ith her, till dinner was 
announced. She was a greatTavorite with 
tlie father of Louisa, next (o whom she was 
seated at table. Mris. Cleveland, delight*. 
€d at observing the pleasure, her husband 
appeared to attend to the lively remarks of 



\ 



MELCOMBE LODGE. 1 1 1 

liis fair neighbonr, turned lier smilinof 
countenance continually to that part of the 
table they occupied. 

*'You find our Sophia, my dear madam/' 
said Mr. Howard^ '' as dangerous a rival 
as ever/* 

^' Indeed 1 do/' returned Mr, Cleveland, 
*^ And if her fascinations continue to in- 
crease every succeeding year, as they have 
done the last, I know not where my jealou* 
«y will stop, or to what it may prompt me/* 

*' I would have every one be aware of 
iier fascinations/'.he replied. '' from the 
«on of a marquis, to the grandson of a cobb- 
ler : for she is the vilest little wretch for 
running away with the affections of man, 
woman, and child in his Majesty's united 
idominioRS. 1 ever saw/' 



44 



This is^^ ^sajdi Onnsby Willqughby^ 
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gravely, '' I am sorry to observe. Miss 

De Clairville's character throughout 

shire^ Hampshire^ and the vicinity of Lon* 
gueville. Two Lords^ as many Baronets, 
and treble the number of Commoners^ have 
already felt the power of these fascinations^ 
to their cost. Now, I vote/' he continued^ 
'^ for this dangerous fair one being banish- 
ed to some retired part of the kingdom ; 
where her power of doing, so much mis- 
chief, may in some measure be put a stop 
to." 

^' You Ormsby^ at least have escaped 
wearing my chains/' said Sophia, as she 
archly directed a glance to Miss Daven- 
port. ^^ It must therefore be malice pre«- 
pense, that has induced yaur propoaiiig im 
send me into banishmi^ftt/' 

'^ And how is it pcwibliPj for ym Iff MN^ 
wer^ for my never having worn themj fair 
iady ? '^ he laughingly replied. 
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'' Becanse^^" she returned^ ^' I was not 
so entirely blinded by vanity^ as not to dis- 
cover you were the victim of far more 
powerful attractions/^ 

Ormsby coloured highly beleving, Sophia 
alluded to his former attachment to Miss 
Falconer. 

'^ The tables^ I fear^ are turned upon yoa 
WiUoughby/' said Mr.Howard;* 'I should, 
most probably, have fared as ill as yourself, 
had you not in so friendly a manner^ (for 
which accept my thanks^) diverted the at« 
tention of the enemy/' 

^' I must think Ormsby deaerVed the re« 
buff he met/' observed Emily smiling; 
'^ and I confess^ I felt happy^ Sophia did 
not spare him/* 

^' And I perfectly agree with Miss 
Rushbrook in thinkings the gentleman 
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merited what he met with, for his attack 
upon Miss De Clairville^" rejoined Louisa 
Cleveland. 



'' In mercy,. dear ladies, spare me this 
once/' cried Ormsby^ raising both his 
hands to his ears, ^'and never shall you 
again, I promise you, have reason to com- 
plain of me, for being guiltj of the same 
offence." 



** Oaeyounglady of this party, I observe, 
has been more merciful to you Mr. .Wil« 
loughby/' said Mr. Cleveland smiling, as 
he looked towards Miss Davenport. '^ I 
almost fancied, she compassionated the of- 
fender/' 



" Then you must, I am convinced my 
dear sir, have misinterpreted the expressi- 
on of that young lady's countenance," re- 
turned Mr. Howard,. '' as to me^ she apr 
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peared to evjoy, raiher than io pity poor 
Willoughby's confusion/* * 

Miss Davenport's colour almost surpass* 
ed that, the moment before on Ormsby^s 
face, as she pretended to appear uiicua* 
dcious of being the person alluded to. 

Sophia, now holding out her hand across 
Elizabeth to young Willoughby, offered 
to become reconciled to him. The pledge 
of amnesty, was gladly accepted by him, 
which he said, he hoped, would lead to a 
permament peace. 

The females did not continue much long- 
er at table after this, and the gentlemen 
preferring their company to the bottle, soon 
joined them in the drawing room, where 
tea, at the request of Mrs. Aukland, had 
been ordered, who much wished to take 
advantage of a fine evening to give Sophia 
her fifst lesson in astronomy, ^ 
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Sophia as they were walkings learned 
from Ormsby ♦ Willoughby, that Young 
Ainsley had quitted the navy ; and was 
appointed to a lucrative post under gov* 
ernment^ which would enable him to marry 
immediately. Ormsby did not mention the 
name ^f the friend^ who had procured the 
situation for Henry ; but Sophia was as- 
sured it could be no other than himself, 
und she at length induced him to acknow* 
ledge her conjei;tures were right. Shf 
then enquired, where the parties at pre9en( 
were ? as to ber great disappQiatment^ 9kf 
had heard but once from Wls^ Falcone;; 
since she had left Melcombe ; Ormsby 
answered, he believed that she was still with 
I^dy Berwick^ in Cornwall, where Henry 
intended joining her. 

*' Her Ladyship is the only one who will 
have any reason to repine, at this unex- 
pected change in Annie's afiairs." observed 
Sophia, '^ and she will, I am afraid> find 
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some difficulty in reconciling herself to 
parting with her. Does your Mother 
knovr of the happiness that awaits her 
niece^ in her union with Henry Ainsley ? " 

'' She does not/' he returned, •' and I 
do not scruple saying to you^ who are so 
well acquainted with the unkind treatment 
poor Annie has received from her, that 1 
am apprehensive when the intelligence 
reaches her, pleasure, will not be the predo- 
minent sensation it will excite ; and Barba- 
ra, I know^ will beftcarcely able to refrain 
from tears of rage^ when she hears her 
hitherto despised cousin, is on the point 
of connecting herself so advantageously/' 

" If such will be their feelings/* return- 
ed Sophia. " I grieve for them both/' 



Young Willoughby sighed, as 
'' and such they will be^ 1 have no doubt/' 
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Mrs. Aukland here interrupted tbem^ 
and taking the arm of Sophia desired her 
to look towards the south for Venus, 
which i;he infornied her was at that time, 
the evening star ; and then telling her she 
would discover tequila elC4JBtra as it grew 
duskier, continued her instructions per- 
fectly unconscious, her pupil was a greater 
mistress of the science than she could ever 
hope to become. 

Young Layton, the pupil of Mr. Delo- 
raine^ who had been attending with mock 
gravity to the lessons the astronomical lady 
was giving her wearied auditor, now beg- 
ed, she would inform him, how far he must 
go to the f^orth to loose sight of Ursa Major. 

« 

" To the south, I presume you mean/' 
returned Mrs. Aukland. smiling at his sup« 
posed ignorance, *' Thpse are problems, 
I never trouble mysesf with,'' she contina- 
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ed : '' But leave them to be answered by 
your Philosophtr^." 

■\\n 

*' I beg yon pardon madam/' said the 
youth, " but indeed, I was not aware, the 
questional put, was so very difficult to ans- 
wer, but perhaps you can tell me the name» 
of the last two plannets that were discover- 
ed a few years back ? *' 

Mrs. Aukland answered/ she had cer- 
tainly heard of them, but had entirely for- 
gotten their appellations. "My memory," 
she continued, " is very treacherous." 

'^ Then I should be seripusly apprehen- 
sive madam/' returned young Layton ; as 
he looked archly at Sophia, " you will ne- 
ver make a good astibnodller/' 

Mrs, Aukland laughed, but it was evi- 
dent she was displeased ; as she remained 
ailent for at Ie»»t Un minutes. 
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'' That pupil of y ours^ Delomine, is a 
fine youth/' observed Mr. Howard. " He 
reminds ine a little^ of my friend Lord 
d'Arcy." 

'' And so he has often done me/' return- 
ed Mr. Cleveland, " at least, what Lord 
d'Arcy was^ at his age. '* 

** Have you heard from your cidevant 
pupil, since he left England ? '' enquired 
Mr. Howard of that gentleman. 

*' I grieve to answer, 1 have not/* re- 
plied Mr. Cleveland. ^' 1 knew not even 
his intention of going abroad, till I was 
informed, he was with his family in Italy/' 

'' We heard ftom Lord Montrenil's stew- 
ard in our visit yesterday to the castle," 
said young Willoughby, ''The family 
iNrere expected in ten days at farthest, for 
that Lady Montreuil was beginnini; to be 
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exceedingly uneasy about her §on, whais 
in a very indifferent state of health ; and 
has^ on that account^ prevailed on the £arl« 
to return to England immediately/* 

'' Sophia/' cried Mr. Howard. '' Did 
you hear at Longueville^ of Lord d'Arcy*s 
laving been so ill ? " 

'* I heard some time since^ from his sis- 
ter, he had not been well ; '' she replied 
changing colour. *' Have you learned any 
further particulars of him/' 

''You certainly ought to be the best in- 
formed on the subject" he replied, '*if 
yott received your intelligence from Lady 
Grace : and I now have reason to hope, 
the account Mr. Willoughby heard of my 
friend's ill state of health, has been consi- 
derably magnified, you may perhaps be 
able to iell me, when 1 am to have the 

VOL. IV. G 
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plesLSure of seeing my friejid again. \ was^ 
not, he continued^ UU this moment^ aware 
you corresponded with his sister^ or^ I 
should have made this enquiry long since/' 

^^ And it is one^ I am sorry to say, cai£« 
not be answered by me^" returned Sophia,, 
endeavouring to appear as unconcerned as 
possible. '' But this 1 can inform you. 
The Italian family with whom he has been 
staying, will be of the party when be does 
come^" 

'^ I hope you do not mean by this, to in- 
sinuate/' said Mr. Howard, '^ my friend 
has fallen in.love^with the daughter of that 
nt>ble house ?'* 

^' If t]^ Lady Laurina resembles her 
mother," observed Mr. Cleveland, '^ she 
must be very handsome/' 

''You have seen the lateMarchesa, then?" 



\ 
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^'Several times, she, with the Mar- 
chese, accompanied Lord and Lady Men* 
treoil to d'Arcy castle, during their last vi- 
sit to this kingdom ; the first time, I was 
in the Marchesa's company^ ^as at the 
christening of Lord d'Arcy; for whom she 
and her husband answered for at the font. 
The Marchese I had seen before, when in 
Italy with the Earl, and afterwards in Lon- 
don. With Lady de Rosalvi, I was charm* 
ed; she appeared to me, in every respect, 
80 much superior to her countrywomen in 
general, I could scarcely persuade myself 
she was an Italian. 

'* This amiable woman,** continued Mfr. 
Cleveland, '^ did not live long after the 
birth of her daughter ; who, if she is pos- 
sessed of but half the beauty of her mother 
or only one third of her fascinations, L 
tihottld think it scarcely possible my young: 
friend's heart can resist such powerful at- 
tractions/* 
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'^ If Lady Laurina resembles the Mar- 

chesa^ wbo^ from your description^ must 

have been a miracle of beauty^" replied 

Grimsby Willougbby smiling, ^' I should 

have been induced my dear Mr. Cleveland 
to think with you^ it would be impossible 

to withstand such charms^ had I not been 

assured Lord d'Arcy's heart, has been some 

time in the possession of another fair one> 

whose lascinations may possibly rivals if 

they do not surpass^ those of this lovely 

Italian/' 

** The lady you allude to/' said Mr. 
Cleveland^ *' is^ I presume^ a daughter of 
the house of Longueville/' 

'' He cannot mean Lady Lucretia/' ren- 
turned Mr. Howard* '' As her sister only 
two nights since, assured me/ the projected 
alliance^ which, I had been led to believe, 
was to have united the houses of Longue- 
ville and Montreuil^ was entirely at an 



M£LCOMBE LODGE. 125 

end ; and who the lady U^ Willoughby af- 
tinns holds lord d'Arcy'8 heart ia cbaiai, 
I am at a loss to discover/' 

'' I can only hope/' said Mr. Cleveland^ 
*' our friend has not fixed his affections, 
where they will not meet the approbation 
of bis father. On an unwortt^y object^ I 
am convinced he has not/' 

^ - Yoa are peiffectly correct in asserting 
that, to be impossible," said Oj^msby. 
The lady^ I allude to^ is one of the most a- 
miable^ as she is the most beautiful of her 
fiex : and should Lord d'Arcy ever havp 
the happiness of calling her his, you my* 
dear sir, and the rest of his real friends, 
will have every reason to be perfectly satis- 
fied with his choice/' 

'' I confess, you have not a little raised 
my curiosity to learn the name of this pa* 
ragon/' ^aid Mr. Howard. '' Come Orras- 
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by/' he continued, '^confess xi^o and y^hat 
.she ig.'* 

Wilioughby laughingj assured bioi, his 
honor would not allow him to reveal the 
name of this distinguished fair one. 



" Sophia ; ^* cried Mr. Howard, " can- 
not ycu assist me to discover her ?/' 



Emily, ^apprehensive her pousin^'s speak* 
ing countenance would betray the interest 
she coald not help feeling in this couversa« 
tion, «aid sportively ; " I have often heard 
our sex accused of possessing an insatiable 
curiosity ; but that the lords of the creation 
should be 'sul)ject to the same infirmity, and 
acknowledge 4t also, is a matter of the greafti 
est surprize to me.'' 

" 1 have often heard the De Clairvillci 
remarked for sauciness," returned Mr. 
Howard laughing, '• but never l^efore sus- 
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pected, ^Rushbrook could be guilty of such 
u railin<^. From which of your cousins my 
dear Emily/' he added with one of his 
archest looksj ''have you beea taking a 
lesson ? '• ' 

'' Prom yourself, 1 suspect^'' said Sophia^ 
^' for no where could she have met with a 
more able instructor.'^ 

'• Come, come Charles/' said Mrs. How- 
ard. '' I will not have Emily taken to task^ 
for what so much becomes her; remember, 
it is but two days since, you were express- 
ing a wish to see her thus amimated.^ 

Mr. Howard, forgetful of his promise to 
Edward, was going again to bring a blush 
to the cheek of Emily, by attributing the 
sudden alteration in her manner, to his 
;fippearing among them; but fortunately, at 
that instant Mrs. Aukland, wanting to have 
:«ome optical delusion explained^ which she 
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believed^ she had discovered in the heavens^ 
called upon him to elucidate it: and not 
many minutes after he had satisfied the a»» 
tronomjcal lady, in what had so much puz» 
zled and perplexed her, the car* ge arriy- 
cd to convey the G !en more par' y home. 
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CHAP. V. 



As Ihey were r^urnitig* to the Grove« 
Emily ^ after expressing^ herself much pleas-^' 
ed with her visits begged Mr. Howard to 
inform her if she had understood him rights 
^vhen she heard him address Mr. Cleveland 

the ci-devant tutor of Lord d'Arcy . 



^' You certainly did ray deanr Emily,*' hci 
returned. '' As the last six months before 
ibe latter was^ntered at College, lie passed 

5 6 
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entirely under the roof of the worthy recftor. 
Mr. Cleveland/' continued Mr. Howard, 
'^ was presented to the living of L i by 
the late Lord Moiitreuil^ soon after his re- 
turn from the continent^ whither he had 
accompanied the present Earl as his tutor ^ 
who has evinced ttie regard he continues t9 
{eel for this worthy man^ hy the interest he 
has exerted in seUi^ Ae younger Ckve^ 
lands forward in the world. The eldest soa 
is provided for in the t^hurclk The second, 
who is in the army^ has lately been proniot- 
led -to the fank^f Major^ and the two young-* 
er ones«tre 4n mercantile -houses^ and will 
soon it is ^xpected^ become junior partners, 
tlirough Lord Montreuirs assistance^ who 
has offered to advance the ^on€y necessaiy 
for that4)urpose. " 

'* 1 am happy to find eft last/' said EmJly^ 
^'4here are some good qualitiei^ belongian;. 
4etheEarL" 
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^' Had you then my fair coz/' returned 
TMr. Howard, '^ imbibied so very bad an 
opinion of his Lordship. I did not.before 
know you were acquainted with any part 
of the family, but Lord d'Arcy/' 

'^ I met fhe Earl atLonguevillelast sunn 
mer/* she replied ; '' but it was not there 
I formed my opinion of him^*' she continu- 
-ed somewhat disconcerted at having been 
Hso much off her guard. *' I had, long ere 
*4hattime, heard of his ridiculous pride of 
Mnces try, y/h\ch induces him to look upon 
'€very one, as entirely beneath his notice^ 
who cannot trace'^their fathers and grand- 
€athers from the conquest.'* 



tr 



I am very little acquainted with the 
Earl," said Mr. Howard. '' His son, who 
«we met in the autumn at Brighton^ I am noir 
•become very intimate with ; and a nobler 
fellow exists no where— ^how often! have 
3 wished one of my Matilda'^ sisters^ Jiad 
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heen so fortunate as to have become the 
object of his choice." 

'' Sophia^ at that minute/happily discoTer* 
ed the ruins of an old churchy which she 
said had never attracted her attention be- 
fore ; and possibly might not have don^ so 
now^ had she put her bead out of the win- 
dow, to escape hearing her brotlier's lamen- 
tation on the old subject of his friend's in- 
4ien9ibility to the attractions of his sisters. 

Emily, smiling at her cousin's maneuvre 
to change the conversation, seconded her 
design by pretending to be as much struck 
MJth the beautiful effect of the moonlight 
ij pon the broken arches, tliough in fact, she 
loi^t sight of it the next moment, by the in- 
tercepting trees. 

Sophia's end was however ansvrered, as 
iibthing more at that time vms said of Lord 
d'Arcy,^nd his much lamented insensibility^ 
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On entering the drawing room^ after her 
return to Glenmore^ Bbe foand two letters 
on the chimney -piece for her^ that had been 
forwarded from Longueville. One was 
from Miss Fakoner, containing a confir* 
mation of the nleasing intelligence which 
had before been communicated to her by 
Ormsby Willoughby. The other was 
from Lady Grace^ and was dated Paris, 
where her Ladyship said^ she found they 
should be detained some time^ from the in- 
disposition of her fother^ who had been 
seriously indisposed for several days. She 
further added. Lord Montreuil was exceed* 
ingly desirous to proceed directly to Eng- 
land^ bat his ^ysicians, who were the most 
eminent men in their profesdon, Paris could 
produce, would not bear of his attempting 
thiB at present. The Marchese di Rosalvi 
and his &mily were with them, she said^ 
in Lady Laorina and her aunt, her mo- 
ther and hersdf found every support. La- 
dy Qnwe mcriyiNdd^ tor4irother^ was as 
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well as usual^ and she believed almost as 
anxious^ as his father^ to find himself again 
4n his native land. 

Before she retired to %ed^ Sopiiia gave 
her coiisin the letter^ sbe^iad received from 
Lady Grace, to read, ^who^ alter perusing it, 
«tid, as she returned i-t/'I trust for the sal^e 
of his family, L.ord M ontreuil will not die 
i}efore he reaches England." 

''Die!'' repeated Sophia. ''Yott 
surely do not consider him in danger ? " 

^^ Indeed 1 do. If the Ead was not very 
seriously ill, do you think the medical men 
would have laid so strict an embargo on 
him ? when was Lady Grace's letter dated? 
on the 20th. of August^ 4t is now the 26th. 
Surely^ if JordMpntreuil had been in a state 
^to travel^ 'we should^ ere this^ ha^e heard of 
^his arrival at the , castle. The LongueviHe 
iamil^ will howevef> possibly bring us «omft 
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intelligence of their movements^ tvhen thcjr 
^ome to Glenmore.*** 

Sophia agreed with her in tbinlciiYg (his 
not improbable ; and then taking leave of 
Emily for the night, she retired to bed; but 
net to rest^ for her sleep was unrefreshing 
to her^ and when she joined the family M 
breakfast^ her heavy eyes and loss of colour 
did not pass unnoticed by her anxious re«* 
latives. 

* 

Emily; wlio alone was alrle to account 
^or this^ finding her cousin attributed her 
pallid countenance to a bad head ach^ per- 
suaded her to lie down for an hour^ and 
taking her work she would liave established 
herself in Sophia'-s apaitment for (he morn- 
ing, but the latter infinitely preferring to 
be aloRe^ at length prevailed upon her to 
give up her intention and return to thejpar* 
4y belaw. 
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Eroily^ tfainkitig her cousin was inclined 
to 8leep^ stole quietly out of her room^ and 
was proceeding to Mrs. Howard's dressing 
room^ when she was met by Edward, who 
telling her his sister and little Charles had 
the minute before left the house for a walk^ 
enquired if she felt disposed to follow them* 

Emily felt perfectly «o ; but desired him 
not to wait for her^ said «he would join him 
and his sister^ as soon as she had given ne- 
cessary directions to Margaret about her 
mistress. 

Edward^ entreating she would not be long, 
waited for her in the hall^ and the moment 
she made her a^iearance drawing hjer arm 
through bis, he led the way through the 
wilderness to their favourite bower ; whea 
pointing to the seat wiiich faad^ by his di« 
rections, been raised under the shade of the. 
beech trees, he enquired^ if it were such a| 
4die approved. 
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It was exactly what she wished ; and 
ftealing herself upon it^ she said smiUng, 
^'joa must have been inspired by Oberon 
Mmselft my dear cousin^ or you could never 
have succeeded in forming it on the exact 
models I bad planned in my own mind.'' 

^' i was perhaps inspired/' he replied as 
he returned her smile^ ''but not<by the king 
^f the fariesp You remember my dear 
Emily/' he continued, ''to whom this beau- 
tiful retmt is dedicaled by my brother 

Howard ? " 

• 

Emily's cheeks were tnstantanioosly'ofa 
carnation dye, at hearing him allude to the 
name, that gentleman had sportively given 
the spot she was then seated in, and hastily 
rising saiJ^ she would seek Mrs. How- 
ard and her little boy, and bring them back 
with her to admire the commodiousness of 
the newly erected seat. ^\xt Edward, gent- 
ly detaining her^ cried, '^ I cannot suffer 
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you to leave me for any such purpose* 
.Matilda will, I hope^ often sit on thin beneh 
with her husband and children ; but at this 
moment 1 wish not for her presence nor 
any third person to withdraw your attenti- 
on from myself. Dear Emily/' he conti- 
nued^ taking her hand^ ''you have not 
now to leam^ how cruelly my heart has of 
late been torn by conflicting passk)ns : that 
heart which has been yours so long^ that 
scarcely can I remember the time^ when it 
was not in your possession; You are not 
unacquainted with the misery I underwent^ 
when I considered you as lost to me for 
ever* That time I cannot now recall to re« 
collection without feeling my senses again 
about to leave me. Will you not then iias- 
ten, my beloved friend, to relieve my pre- 
sent apprehension. You, who are truth and 
-candour itself, tell me^ I entreat, if there if 
any hope of my ever winning your affecti- 
ons? In short, will you permit me to apply 



MELCOMBE LODGE. IS9 

40 your father for his consent to your be- 
coming i^ine for ever i "* 

Edward had onconsctoDsly thrown his 
^rm rouoil the waist of bis cousin^ and now 
entreating ber to decide his fate, be felt her 
>vbole frame tremble as he drew her nearer 
Ao him , and looking in ber face^ be saw it 
pale as death. * Much alarmed^ be called 
upon ber name^ conjuring htt to relieve 
bis fears by speaking to faim. In a few 
iainuteSj which were passed by bim^ in the 
most dreadful suspense^ Emily making a 
strong effort to recover herself^ in a voice 
almost inarticulate from emotion^ bade him 
not dispair, and almost at the same time 
iiiding b^r blushing face on bis shouidef;. 
she confessed an attachment for bim^ ardent 
<eyen as his own. 

Whilst Edward was pouring forth the 
excess of happiness, this confession of his 
beloved Emily had occasioned him, and was 
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leading her on to give him various proofe 
of her heart paving been long all his own. 
Sophia was reading and re-reading the let* 
tershe had received the evening before 
.from Lady Grace, till she waa joined by 
.her 8tBtelr^-wfao, after expreasirig her hope 
she had lost her head ach^ mentioned having 
seen Edward and her cousin^ directing their 
steps to the bower. '^ I have caotioBed 
Charles/' she continued^ ''.to avoid that 
part oi the . grounds; and iMuve 'left him m 
liappy mt the intelligeRce i oonveyedlo him, 
that I wisb^ 1 hadmoseof the same natufe 
'to comfnunicate. Ymi undeiatojid we 
fiiphia ? '' 

'• Perfectly, bat I was before aware 
your husband found bo much delight from 
match making." 

'^ Saucy girl V said Mrs. Howard, '*yott 
must be convinced it is only the interests he 
takes in Eldnard'^ liappiness^ that has oc- 
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casioned the joy he has lately been express- 
ing^ as there will now^ I trust, be nojonger 
any thing to prevent^ its being complete* 
I never felt angry with yon before," she 
continued, '' but confess. I do feel at this 
moment every possible inclination to quar- 
rel with you, I hope, however you did not 
really mean what you said ?" 

^' If I thought my dear Matilda, fiora 
moment believed me serious," her sister 
answered, '' I should be inclined, to be as 
quarelsome as yourself. Rest assured, I did 
not, in sober earnestness, mean what my 
impertinent tongue uttered; therefore my 
beloved sister^ banish that serious counte- 
nance, and in its place, let me see those 
ditfifded smileSj that so much becomeyoui'^ 

** I perceive^'' said Mrs. Howard uoi^ 
ling, *^ you hope by a little flattery, toin^. 
duce me ,to forget the offiejice you hapre 
been guilty of towards my husband**' 
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^' 1 care not what you tbink^ so my end 
fsr answered^'' returned Sophia^ as throw* 

in^ her arms around her sister^ she play- 
fully imprinted a kiss upon each little dim- 
ple^ as it appeared. 

''But tell me Sophia/' said Mrs* Howard, 
as she now rose to leave her^^' what is be- 
came of your late annoying head-ach ? of 
which 1 observe no traces left/' 

'* Yon may have frightened it away I 
believe/' she returned. '^ At leasts I feel 
no more of it. And now I am rid of so 
troublesome a companion ; 1 will seek little 
Qiarles to take a run with me in the park.'' 

'' Stop a few minutes/' said her sister^ 
'* and 1 will accompany you. The elder 
Chailies will have no objection to be of die 
party / therefore^ wrhilst you are looking 
foir his son^ I will inifite him to join us in 
our ramble/' 
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. A« the sisters were about . to separate, 
Mrs. Davenports's carriage drove up ta 
the door. 

*' How provoking is this/' cried Mrs. 
Howard. Instead of a delightful walk, you 
my dear Sophia will be condemned to at- 
tend for an hour to Mrs. Aukland, whilst 
she twists the globe about^ to find her/at?a^ 
rite stars, as she terms them. Shall i for 
once, tell a f— i — ^b, and say you are not 
within?'' 

'' Oh no ! '' replied Sophia laughing, 
'' I cannot indeed permit you to falsify your 

a 

word for me. Besides/' she continued, 
" you remember Mrs, Aukland mentioned 
yesterday, her intention of calling tl^i» 
morning, which, though I had forgotten till 
this minute, she must not suppose 1 did." 
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« 

'' My dear Miss De Clairville/' cried 
(he astronomical lady^ as Sophia^ and Mrs. 
Howard entered the drawing room^ ''1 have 
been dreaming of having discovered the 
brightest planet, that ever yet made its ap- 
pearance in the heavens.** 

'' Your dream then^ my dear madam is 
certainly come to pass,'* observed Ormsby 
Willoughby, whom Mrs. Aukland had 
been at length prevailed upon to forgive^ 
and to permit his accompanying her and 
her niece to Glenmore, '* for see/* he ad- 
ded, pointing to Sophia as he spoke^ '^ it 
is there. Fairest of the heavenly bodies ;** 
he continued, after the usual salutations <tf 
the morning bad passed between them^ 
'^re you yet to leam, the Montreuil family 
arrived at the castle yesterday ? ** 

Mrs. Howard expressed some surprise 
at their returning so much sooner than 
she had expected^ and enquired of Ormsby 



■ ^ 



MELCOMBE LODGE. 145 

fiom Vv hom he had received his inforoia* 
lion. 

He replied^ from Mrs. Geveland upon 
whom they had called that mornings and 
added* '' It was from her we learned of 
Lord Montreuil's being considered in im« 
minent danger^ as her husband receiv-* 
ed Bsummons late last .night, to repair in* 
atantly to the castle^ if he wished to see the 
Earl alive" 

Mrs. Howard at receiving this intelli- 
. fgmce, appeared much shocked^ and So* 
phia, notwithstanding she was prepared 
to expect something of the kind, remained 
gasing upon Qrm^by without being able 
to articulate a sentence. 

'' 1 understand/' said Miss Davenport, 
JU>rd Montreuil has been lil son e time; 
imd tl)ai it was much against the consent 
▼at. IT. H 
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of his medical attendant's, ibat be left 
^vhcre the family were obliged oo hif ac« 
count to remain some days. But the Earl 
was bent upon returning to England. Mrs. 
Cleveland told tis^ s^he understood from 
tiie messenger whom Lord d*Arcy sent to 
summons her husband^ that his master bore 
tbe voyage^ and subsequent journey to tbe 
castle, better than could be expected^ con- 
aidei ing' the weak state he was in ; but in 
^n hour after his arrival^ he was attacked 
with a fit, more violent than the last, and 
that Dr. Perceval^ who was sent for, givea 
little hopes of the Earl's recovery, who ap- 
peared aware of his danger; for as soon as 
bis senses returned, he gave directions for 
Mr. Cleveland's being instantly sent for. 

Mr. Howard the next minute making 
jhis appearance, little aware wbo was in 
the drawing-room, was made acquainted 
with the arrival of the family at the castl^ 
and the hopeless stale of Lord MontrettBj 
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Inch concerned to hear it, he iiuttantly 
eteraiined to ride oi^er and learn a true 
atement of the case^ apologizing there- 
iroj to Mrs. Aukland^ for leaving her at 
le moment «he wag expecting to receive 
lesson in astronomy^ be hastened lo or« 
^r his horse, and was aooii on the road to 
Arcy castle. 

Mrs. Attklaad found Sophia so veiy diiB 
f apprehension this mommg^ as she wai 
adeavonring to teach her ths Celestial 
lobe ; that her remark to her companions 

* 

s they were retaming home^ was, she now 
rmly believed^ what she had before heard 
sserted, that bright e^fes were not always 
he sign of utf eU^ence. 

Edward and Emily did not make their 
ppearance till dinner was on the table ; 
vhen Mrs^ Howard and her sister^ wanted 
xOl to be informed^ that the parties he4 

si3 
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come toan.«xpIanation<, and that it bad 
ended isatiufBictarily to botbi 

After receiving h^r coustn'si a)ngratula« 
tions upo9 it, Emily sat down to address 
ber father i^nd worthy governess, and for 
tbe firsit Umfi'CQnfe^sied.hipw much she had 
suffered on Edward's account 7 but hoped 
now her late misery had so happily termi* 
nai^c^Sir CbMl^s^M^onld basten bis return 
%fy Qie^f^fQfi^^^ and •sancitiond ^y hisappro- 
f 9I tbi^ ce-union of 1^ hearts,- which has 
«9ilong aad cfueUy been-seperated. 

I £dward wrote at theaame time to hi3 . vtn- 
cIq f^Qid ^tQbis fatiier, ifwrous that nather 
the latter nor his mother, might remain a 
moment unnecessarily ignorant of his hap« 



• % 



M/ Hovi)!.<d did not retur borne >fte« 

jfote -he evcHMi^v The Eai^had beeu 

* 

dead some hours before be reached tbe cas« 
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tie ; but Ijord d'Arcy hearing he was^ in 
the hoase, made a poiat of seeing him. 
'^ My friend/' continued Mr. Howard, 
'^ enquired very kindly after you, my dear 
Matilda and the children, be looks very 
thin, and has been dangerously ill. If he 
does not soon improve considerably in his 
looks, i shall begin to entertain serious ap- 
prehensions on his account/' 

Mrs. Howard expressed her concern at 
hearing so indifferent an account of her Jr 
favorite Lord d'Arcy : and after making 
some farther enquiries relative to him, she 
expressed a wish to know, if her husband 
had seen any part of the Italian family ; 
and finding he had dined in company with 
them, desired to hear his opinion whether 
the young Laurina was as handsome as 
Mr. Cleveland had described her mother 
to have been. 

Mr. Howard r^ted> he thought her the 
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most beautifullittle brnnette be had ev 
seen. ^' Her aum/' he continued^ is ye. 
reserved at firsts bttt this soon if ears ofi 
and d^Arey assures me^ the Signora is 
most amiaUe woman. The Marchess 
manners on the coniiary^ are the easic 
imaginable^ they 9? e perfectly foreign ; I 
has #videatly seen a great deal of life, a 
appears to possess an extensive knowled, 
of mankind. His dislike to his own cou 
try, is sometimes expressed in the bitter, 
terms, and from what he allowed to escat 
him, i think it probable he will settle 1' 
life in England?" 

'*And how did you find my frien 
Lady Graee^" enquired Sophia. 

" I did not see her^ as she remaine 
with her mother. But I will tell 50U some 
thing my dear Sophia that I learned in thi 
course ol the day. Lord Deresford, whom 
I am informed^ you dismissed fron Longu^^ 
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▼ille^ was met on bis way to Paris by the 
MVntreuil party, and I have reason t( 
think, t jord d'^Arcy has heard of your cru 
eliy to bis coosin, ami ia not quite pleaseJ 
yott fw it* 



^^ What reasona had yov for fcMrming 
anch a condosioo/^ enqoired Mfa» Ho* 
ward ? 

'* I saw him tarn very red when I men 
tHMded our sister's being at this time wit. 
Bs, and he never made any enqairies aftc 
her health,'' 

'^ What strange fancies yon^ise men 
take into your heads at times/' said Emilys 
1 would bet any thing Lord d'Arcy— — 

'* Lord Montreuil madam if you please/' 

'' Well then if you will have it so. Lord 
IVIontreuil did not dilow Sophia's refusal 
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of bis coQsin to dwell an instent on. his 
inind.*' 

r 

^' I never ^ patronise young ladies' bet* 
ting/' said Mr. Howard smiling *' But 
I confesss my curiosity is somewhat raised 
to discover^ what has made you all at once 
so verjf animmted, that you are not the 
same characters you were a week ago. 
Will you not explain the reason for this 
wotiderful metamorphosis having taken 
place in so short a space of . time ? he con« 
tinned archly iopking towards her^ as he 
said this. 

'• We will leave Edward to explain it to 
your satisfactipn/' said Mrs. Howard 
smiling. '' It is late and I see Emily^ as 
well as myself, begins to feel sleepy *• 

Emily happy in an excuse to escape Mr. 
Howard, whose coontenance betrayed his 
belief of an cclaircmement having taken 
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place between herself and cousin^ secoirdp/- 
the motion for retiring to bed, and wasT^- 
companied by Sophia to her apartment. 
Emily feeling too happy to sleep, would 
have detained her some time longer^ but 
Sophia reminding her of her engagement 
to walk with her brother before breakfast 
the next morning, persuaded her of the 
necessity there was for her taking some 
rest, and at length prevailed upon her to 
retire lo bed. 

From her cousin's room, she was pro* 
ceeding to her sisters ; but hearing Mr. 
Howard's voice, who was with Edward as- 
cending the stairs, she changed bev design 
and merely stopping to say good nighty as 

she passed the door of Mrs. Howard's 
apartment, hastened onwards to her own. 



H 5 
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CHAP. VL 



SirCfaaries Rushbrook on the receipt c 
his dauffbter'ftiletteF hastened to Gleliniore 
and a» the latter boped» sanctioned an en 
gagenient, which for so* many years he had 
accustomed himself to look forward to with 
so much delight. Sir Charles's disaf potnt- 
ment had been severe^ when he believed 
Edward no longer wished its fulfilment ; 
his joy therefove was now proportionably 
greats at finding every impediment remov* 
ed ^o the wish of bis heart being gratified/ 
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and wbeo he placed the hand of bis Etnil;, . 
in that of her lover ; the emotion that 
overpowered him at that moment^. from ex« 
eessof^ happiness, almost prevented the 
blessings be bestowed upon theni'^ from 
being: liistinctly heard by either. 

Mr. and Mrs. De Ckiirville (preceded 
(fhe [Vlarquis and bis family to the grove: 
and by their presence, increased the ge* 
nera4 joy. Captain Rosbbrook was imme^ 
diateiy written to, and earnestly intreated 
to conclude his business at the admiralty, 
and hasten to ^oin his family^ who were 
now assembled £it Glen more. 

Mp. De Clairville had heard of tlie 
death of the Earl,, and now there was no 
impediment existing to Lord d'Arcy's de- 
claring his attachment for his daughter, he 
naturally concluded it would net be very 
long, before be made his appearance at 
t^ie groTC. fiut though Mr. Howard coa< 
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tinned his visiteat the castle, bis friend 
had not been once to Glenmore, since his 
return to England. 

Sophia had addressed a few lines (6 La- 
dy Grace en the death of her father, and 
was beginning to fee! surprized at never 
having received an answer from her, when 
Lady Caroline, who with her family had 
been at the grove some days came to seek 
her in her apartment, purposely to tell her 
of the arrival of the new Earl, 

" His accession of dignity," she conti- 
nued, " does not, I assure you, sit very 
easy upon him; indeed he is so altered and 
80 disagreeably, that you, lam sure my 
dear Sophia, would not know him again. 
He scarcely condescended to speak to my 
father, and as for poor Edgell, he appear- 
ed to regard htm as entirely beneath his 
notice ; who not expecting this alteration 
in his old acquaintance, held out his hand 
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to him on. his entrance, expressing the 
pleasure he telt at seeing him again^ when 
to his evident surprize^ Lord Montreuil 
scarcely taking it^ turned from him and ad- 
dressed l\lr. Howard. I really begin to 
think he gave orders to be denied to my 
father and brother when they called at the 
cdstle the day after the late Earl's funeral ; 
I remember theformer thought it very odd 
at the time^ that he was QOt admitted^ why 
this should be^ 1 am at a loss to account 
for^ unless Lord Montreuil is apprehensive 
of Seymour's becoming his rival with the 
beautiful Italian^ T know not what better 
reception you may meet with, from this 
haughty young nobleman, but 1 doubt it 
will not be very different from ours, for 
when my brother, in reply to your srsters 
enquiries, what had become Of yOu, said, 
he believed you had on return from your 
viralk retired* to your room'; any one 
would have supposed the man hkd never 
heard of such a beinjg; as Sophia De Claii*^ 
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ville being in existence^ because he abropt 
ly turned away from Mrs. Howard^ wit* 
whom be bad that minute before been con 
Tersing, and walked to a window and amus 
ed bimself with watching clouds^ which ha^ 
never appeared^ and in opening and shut 
ting the sash continually. Tired of all tbi^ 
and withal excessively provoked that an 
•additional title aboold turn a. maa's brain 
thus^ 1 left the rooro^ whither 1 am deter- 
termined qot to return till this gveat man 
has quitted it. Yon may do as you please. 

'' Then/' said Sophia attempting t9 
smile^ ''I shall rest satisfied with remaining 
where I am. Bat my dear Lady Caroline^ 
nhe continued are you quite certain Lord 
d'Arcy's altered manner is alone to be 
traced to pride ?" 

• 

/ ''I know not/' she retofDed^ '^wba( 
else it can proceed from. I hear from al^ 
^quarteri how desperately amltten he is with 
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^e youn^ foreigner whom I earnestly hop 
will teaze hint ta death » It wa» our in 
tention to have called in a few days upo 
Lady Montreuil and her guests^ but noi;% 
I do not expect my fether will allow of ou 
doing this ; and as I confess^ I feel a litU 
curiosity to take a peep at like beautifu 
Lanrina, I am not a little provoked at Lor 
MontreuiPs manrner to day^. bordering r 
little upon tbe insolent, which willproba- 
bly prevent my desire being gratified;'' 

'^Lady Montreuil^*' replied Sophia 
feintly smiling, '< has not offended you, 
neither has her daug^httf.'' 

'' True, they certainly have not, and oil 
their account, we may be admitted to con* 
tinue to visit at d'Arcy castle/' 

^ The disawin|(*»room door was sood afr 
tar heard laopen^ and voic^ in the hall 
reached the ears of htAf Carolme and 
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'' Ik is gone at last/' cried the former, 
'' we may now safely venture to make our 
appearance below/' 

'' Sophia saying she would follow her 
ladyship inafew minutes^ remained be- 
hind to collect her scattered thooghts. The 
next instant she observed from the window 
Lady Lucretia crossing the lawn and feel- 
ing at that momnnt .more disl^osed to join 
her than her sister (who hud so unthink- 
ingly been planting* thorns in the bosom 
of one, she really was much attached to,) 
< Sophia hastened to overtake her. In passing 
the door of the "breakfast rdom^tthe thought 
^sbf;, distinguished her nephew's voipe, and 
from the endearing tone he was speaking 
in, believine: it was her ipother who was 
with him^ she gently entered the apartment^ 
"-wishiW^ ^ know/' tf^ttt' httdthioS already 
%een 'made' iMq[iiaftfi%^ .^wMv^ Ak iiMUC- 
Heountftble ecAidteet bf^^ Lord d' Arc^dofing 
his visit. Who can describe tei lunations 
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on disceVeriDg.litiie Cbarles'B caresses^ bad 
been lfM^isbe4 upon the young Earl;, ^whp 
was waking jn that apartment for Mr*. 
Hovrard^ to ride part of the wtiy back with^ 
him tod- Arcy o^stte* ... 

H9piiig sbelia^ not been secp^ Sophia 
retreated as jrapidly as her tremblii}g Iimb4[ 
would permit: and had reached the stair- 
eas0^ . wbcjn Charles who . had. caught* a 
glimpse of her figure overtook her, iomI 
seiamgber bythe gown^ endeavoured ta 
dfaw ber bac&> telling her as be did so, she 
nnstci^oie and speak, to his dear Arthur. 
As she vainly endeavoured to extricate her- 
self from her nephew's grasp^ her eyes met 
JLrord d' Arby's^ who had followed Charles 
to the door of the breakfast room^ and was 
evnestly regarding her. Angry with herself 
for allowing him one moment to suppose^ 
sbe felt any mortification from his having 
been the first to break through An engage- 
ment^ he had with so much difficulty pre- 
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vailed upon ber ta enter into^ and deterai 
ned he flboukt no longer have reason ft 
believing her M>^ sbesuflfered Charles t 
lead her into the room^ from which she ha 
l>efinneso hastily retreated, and apok^' 
sing to Lord Montreoil for not havii? 
recognized him sooner, enquired after t^ 
health of his Mother, and sister. 

^'Tbey are both well/' heretomed, 
and had they believed it possible yon woul> 
bavehoaored me by makingenquiries, IfeCi 
assured that tbey would have desired me tc 
have delivered their compliments in retumj 

Sophia surprised at being answered thus, 
began almost to suspect his, last illness, 
from which he indeed appeared scarcely 
recovered^ had afflicted his senses, all her 
indignant feelings at bis supposed fickle- 
ness fled in a moment, as she gently en* 
treated to know what bad induced btm to 
believe, she did not notril^' *he sa«**^. i^ 
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(trestfbr Lady Montreoil^ and his sbtef 
title had formedy done* 

^'Fardonme^^ he answered/* iflba\ 
hurt yoa in any degree^ by appearing 
doubt yoor aflfection for my mother i 
sister. Bat 1 had forgotton it might 1 
possible yott still honored them- with yov 
regard notwithstanding yon had withdraM^ 
tbat^ 1 once fimcHy hoped yon had felt f * 
myself. Oh! Sophia," he contiMed' " 
this the meeting 1 anticipated with so mm 
delight! But I faegpi myself this is np to^ 
ger the Sophia 1 left four months ag^ 
who then appeared almost all my own 
Oh no! it is Lord EdgelVs; and as such 
idle can enter little into the feelings of thi 
despised^ rgected d* Arey," 

*'This is cruel, and unmanly my Lordi* 
retttrned Sophia in violent agitation,'' t 
shield your own fickleness; by accusing m 
of hating set yoa the example. I have ii 
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deed been mistaken/' ahe c6ntin«ed> ''ki 
the character of him^ I once/'^hebisilated^ 
then added^ '^fsleemen Vou roust recollect 
how unwillingly I entered into an tirgage- 
ihenl with you^ unsanctioned bv<m^ family. 
It appears 1 had a fireseiitimenft' 'Of what 
wks to follow. But ahink hot for an in- 
sUnt my Lord/* she addied witii dignity/' 
t lament hs being dissolved, on the contrary 
1 feel truly gtaiefql to you for tmiffng ie« 

stored mie my liberty/^ 

; ' • ' ■ 

.'^And did you belieyu I had doile 0ils/' 
said the young earifeitroaehfiBlly/''W)ien 
you promised your hand to Lord Edgett.?*^ 

Sk^hia felt too indignant at what she sup- 
posed a mean in^btejfftfge tojescape the op* 
probrium of having deserted her for ano- 
ther, to retriurn any answer to this speech. 
Taking the hand of Charles, who had aU 
the time been, wondering what his aunt and 
Arthur, had been quarrelling about, she 
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wished his Lordship a good morning, and 
was hutr^ing froiii^him;. hot the latter fol- 
lowed liei? into the hall; and was again on 
the pbmt oiFaddr^ssinghes, aa Lard Edgell 
entered from the lami^ wha observing So- 
{ihia looked pale feariiigf she was not well, 
hastily advanced, and in themobt friendly 
manner eijpi;(S8^d hU b'ope,i sbte' l«d not 
suffered from the long walk she had taken 
ifiVk hitif/ in 'fte eieirly paH '^^ the 
nioniing. ' • . ' ^ 

fi ■ • : ' ! 

• i » . •. ' »: », . y .. » • . , t . . » • 

^ i A4«sight of tbiiii iiis rfa^t iJMA 'Moutreuii 
stafMd'as i^an tfdder had cttMsed his fiath 
WBid Without %^king'*td bim^ ias|dfltly 
-qttiikidd thi^^biill:^ 



■ ^ i • ' \. : t . > « 
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JLbrd'fidgell iUmtA tppcarto<lMivQ »o- 
the yonn^ Earl'a iabso}rt eait/pndSo* 
v'fiiia hoped it h«(a escalpaed »thiBi6bsdrvatiaii: 
lAe i^hanki^ Mm for^hia Mod *Kolich|ide 
~«bi>ttir her assuring ^Htm^ttUe 'walk had mt 
lliialeaat latigued her> arid that he^ weold 
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id her ready to accompany iiiin in ft vmch 
nger one 4be next day. Then apologix* 
%g for quitting him as she bad letters to 
iswer by retam of post; she left Charles 
ith him and r^ired to her own apartment 
here she gave a fall vent to bertears^ 
hich had with some difficnlty been sup* 
ressed whilst with Lord Edgdl. 

'' And thus end? my tevery hope of hap« 

inessr* she sobbingly exclaimed as di€ 

irew herself into a chair." Oh/ Lord d' 

ircy she contiUned/' bftd iMiy one uM me 

you would have acted thus, should I have 

given any. credit toth^ tale ? on the con* 

trary^ 1 could scarcely have foi|;iven tbem 

lor endeavouring to infuse so terrible a 

mspitioB into ny Mini - She continned 

to weep some time in ttlence^ till reccdled- 

ing if she did not attend to recover soaw 

degree of composure, before she was seen 

by Lady Caroline, she would most certain- 

ly suspect her tears were shed on Lard 
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' Arcy's account. Slie ihereien liasteRed 

» banish all traces of tbetn^ by bathing 

er eyes and arranging her hair, which 

*ie had scarcely accomplished^ before the 

Ight steps of a female was heard approach- 

'g The wcioe, in claiming admittance/ 

roved to be Emily'«, who hearing on her 

^turn from a ride she had been taking with 

Idward^ of Lord Montreuirs visits and his 

range behaviour^ dreading the effect it 

light produce on Sophia^ came to seek 

er. For some time after she entered^ 

Iroily confined herself to descriptions of 

tie scenery she had been most struck with 

f her ride ; till perceiving from the res- 

icness of her companion^ ihe could no 

jnger l^ope to fii her attention on indiffe- 

ent subjects^ she ventured to enquire if 

ibe had seen ' Lord Alontreuil^ whom she 

mderstood . shesaid^ haid becnat GlennMM 

B \ier absence. 

• ■ 

, Soflbm «ttepip4i9g to sp«ak with steadi- 
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n6ss; fi^pKed, ''and ^oti ha^e probably 
h^afd 'my dear Emily, ot the wonderful 
aUemtiaa thai has, in a £ow months^ token 
place in him. In short/' the continued, 
" Chat in Lord MontreuiU .fiiere ia^no re- 
semblance to be traced to the late Lord 
d'Arcy." 



* fi 



" Ofcourse then you saw him, my dear 
Sophia/' returned her amim^ ff toi nifke 
this observation/' r' x 

^ '^ I. certainly. dtd/Vahe: replied, '''|>ut 
ikol in Xbe presence pf #ny q£ tijie fi^mily : 
little Charles. w«0 alone present, at o|iir in« 
terview/* i 



i. * <♦• 



Sophia thep .i|tt^{9p|ied tpgive Emily 
atame account jj^^wba^^^gd bee;i passing, jn 
.thebreakfa^|k^rpom..i|etv^,een bc^r ^i\d Lord 
Montreuil. But the latter .pould h%ttnr lit^ 
tie more, than that the time they were to« 

geUier, was spent in orataal rephwclieff* 



r-s 
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Sophia jfo]^got^ at the moment she was 
relating the passing scene^ her cousin ivas 
q^rant of that which bad! taktn place Ui 
Seymour streel, the last eTening of her be- 
ing in Town. Bihily having been mad^ 
acquainted with the particdars (tf hev. ia- 
terview with Lord d'Arcy in Major Single- 
ton's library, saidy ''It does n<^ strike me 
aa^beiri^'SDtierj^ improbable my dfear So- 
phia^ that Loid Montreaii has beieii led to 
hfAiev^, thatyoQ aite rally engaged to Lord 
Edgell : Lady Caroliiie makes no scruple 
of mentioning her hopes of seeing you bee 
brother's wife ; a»d i know the company^ 
who were staying in the bouse with you at 
Ijongueville^ were all in the same error^ the 
Earl is at this moment, supposing you are 
to be the future Marchioness/' But in 
tain did Emily attempt M persuade h^ 
cousin of the probability of tbe young earl^s 
being under any mistake. She Was di^ 
sured he merely made it at) excuse fiMr Rik 

VOL. IV. I 
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own inconstancy^ and ^'ould not hear a 
word in his defence. Miss Rusfabrook had 
at length the pfeasure of finding her more 
calm^ though not mwe lenient to Lord 
Montreuil, wfiom Sophia said she hoped 
never to eee again. 

Little Charl^ was soon after heard beg- 
ing to be admitted, and running past Emi- 
ly, who had risen to open the door for him, 
he approached his annt; when earnestly 
regarding her, and observing the traces of 
tears still visible, he begged Ae would not 
cry any more, as he was quite sure Arthur 
was not very angry with her. 

Sophia, exceedingly apprehensive that 
her nephew might betray to the fieimily h^r 
mating with his friend, and mention the 
efifect it had produced upon her, now en- 
deavoured to persuade him, that her tears 
had not been occasioned by the anger of 
Lord Hontreuil. 
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^' Then what hat made yoa cry 00, aimt 
Sophy ? '* he enqaired. 



» f 



'^ Your aunt is not very ^eil to-day^ 
Charlea/' returned: Emily, ^'and cannot 
bear much talking : we had therefore bet-r 
terj I thinks leave her to lie down for ^ shopt 
time/* : 

* $ 

• / 

''But let me remain bebiad/* said 
Charles. '' I promise to be very ouiet^ 
and will not even breathe, if I can help it, 
AontSophy^'' he continued caressingly. 
'^ Will you not let me be with you^ and 
nurse you^ as you did me« last summer?" 

Sophia smiling^ assured him, she should 
be very glad of his company, but as her 
head wab better^ she should have no occa- 
sion to make a nurse of bim« 



<f 



I am glad it is better/' he continued, 

I 3 
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£MJ«in|^iDgorih^r lap, he threw his ^i(tle 
varms^roand her^ and reclined his head on 
her bosom : but soon taking it off, be look- 
jEld argain in her face^ and seeing the tears 
stfll rising to her eyes^ his own filled also^ 
^Wbich' Sophia perceiVihg, made a gi^eat 
effort to disperse hers, and smiling Upon 
him, enquired where he had left Lord fid- 

^' In Papa's study/' he replied, ^' very 
unhappy from seeing you look so/' 



I 



Surely he did not discover that I was 
so/* said Sophia with great emotion. 

^'Yes but. he did^ indeed/' returned 
Charles,. '' for he asked me what was the 
matter with you/' 



/ 



*' And what answer did you return his 
Lordship ?'V 
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•' I told him/' sftid Charlies, '' I ticttcved^ 
you were only sorry for somethitig^ Arthur 
had been saying to you, for I would uot 
gay you had been quarrelling/' 



« You should not my dear Charles, i 
deed you should not, have told ho^i Edgdl 
so. 1 was not sorry for what Lotd u'Afcy 
said to me/' 



^* Then yoa were angry with him ? 



f»- 



•^ Nor yet angry with him,? she answer- 
led, Uushing for ha: disengenjiio«sness« 

I • 

k « > 

m • * 

/'Were you not really? then 1 wiU MT 
JUwa Edgeil y?hen 1 oext.«eel»fm ypii loye 
Anibiic ami.*' 

f 

" No, no my Uewr Charles, y<m?rtni8t not 
4eil hioi so." 

Charles now looked evidently surprized, 
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wondering what his aunt wished him to 
say or do ; which Emily observing^ told 
him theie was not any occasion for his 
mentioning the subject again to his Lord^ 
ship, unless he put any more questions to 
-him^ in thai case^ he was to answer^ that 
Ue ^Qew nothing more of the matter. 

Mr. and Mrs. De Clairviile returned 
from a morning visit they had been making 
in the neighbourhood^ only in time to dre^s 
for dinner* Sophia had scarcely a mi- 
nute to infbrm her mother of Lord Mon- 
treuil's Tisit^ and that from his aUeiiad 
mannef A sbe was led to suppose he no lon- 
ger wiithed her to consider herself engaged 
to him. She prepared Mrs. DeClairvilfe 
to expect many remarks would he nuideat 
table on his strange behaviour during his 
visits which in fact was the case/ Lady 
Caroline giving it as her opinioji^ that his 
ne^ title had certainly turned his brain,^ 
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After dinner Emily followed ber aunt to 
her apartment ; and Mrs. De Claii*viNe on 
bearing what bad passed la her daughter's 
interview with the young Earl^ perfectly 
agreed with ber niece in believing bis re-^ 
proaches bad been occasioned ff om the re- 
port having reached him of Sophia's en:« 
gagement to Lord EdgelL Time she bop- 
ed> would discover to bini^tbe fidlacy of it; 
for Mr». De CfoirvHle believed not for a 
moment^ bis attachment to Lady Laarina^ 
as bad that been the faet^ the young Earl 
would have avoided Mr. Howard^ with at 
much care as the rest of the family ; as bis 
affection for Sophia^ he must suppose^ 
would incline him to resent any slight pu^ 
upon her, 

Mrs. De Qairviile and Emily therefore 
united in thinking it was far better to leave 
Lord Montreuil to find out his error^ than 
for them^ in any way to attempt to unde- 
ceive him^ returned again to the drawing- 



\ 
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room, where they found L«dy Caroline 
was for Uie amusement of the company, 
redacting the scene, that had passed that 
morning in the same apartment, Sophia 
happily had escaped this, by retiring as 
soon aa she left the table to the nursery; and 
wjbf n she agaia oiade her appearance, her 

r 

iiHly^hip tired mth her exertions, waa 
quietly seated with Mr. Cecil on a aoia, 
and ii^e new Earl's naiM was not mention- 
ed aoy more that ereaing. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Tho following sonday. the parly at the 
Crove, prepared to attend chqrch at Ij — , 
as was the custom in Mr. Howard's family 
when there was no service at Glen more : 
after which (hey proceeded to the rectory, 
accompanied by the Davenports, Mrs. 
Ankland and Ormsdy Willoughby, who 
after chatting some little time with them, 
returned to the Hall 



I 5 
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" I am happy to find/' said Mr. Cleve- 
land^ jblb he returned from handing the la- 
dies to their carriage^ that our friend has 
captivated so excellent a young man as 
Mr. Willoughby id represented to me. I 
have just learned from her mother^ that 
my services will soon be required to tie 
the happy knot. 

'' I had not the least idea the tvedding 
would take place so soon>'' observed Mrs. 
Howard, '' as }t is scarcely a fortnight 
since I ^fst sospecled^aa aUajchroent be- 
tween the parties/' 

^' We ban/te reason to sv^ipose, U com- 
menced early in the summer/' returned 
Mrs. Cleveland^ '' and that ii met with 
every encouragement from the friends of 
both." 

i 

"Hovf seldom ia (bis the case^" said 
LordEdgell. 
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^' I confess myself surprized at heiuing^ 
Bttch a remark from you Seymour/* return- 
ed the Marquis smiling ; when I know not 
the woman you would present to me as my 
future daughter^ that would' be rejected by- 
me." 

Lord Edgell in great emotion^ seiz(^' 
the hand of his father : but instantly drop* 
ping it^ he turned to a window^ and began- 
admiring, the prospect from it. 

The Marquis felt some astonishment at 
the emotion his son had betrayed^ which 
be tried to account fot in vain. If he was 
attached to any^ woman^ he believed it was 
to Sophia ; who^ he roust be convinced^ 
would be received into the family with ap* 
probation and delight. Lady Garbline 
interrupted his meditations^ by enquiring 
of Mr. Cleveland when Lord Montreuil 
was to lead to th« altar the beautiful Itafiau. 
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'^IC'.h^ retUffned^ ^'your Laflyship 
aUmies to ibe Lady iaHriiia^ I do cot 
think that time /will ev>ef eonie/' 

*' What/' said L»dy Caroline lock'm^ 
incredulously^ '' do you mean to affirm that 
the young Earl is not going to marry the 
Lady Lauxiiia ?" 

" Such was my intention I confess^" he 
smilingly re])]ied. *' Therefore if your 
ladyship, feared the beautiful ItaMan^ a? 
yon termher^ was the only ioapediment in 
your w^y to the heart of my yoiuig friend^ 
you may now commence your attack upon 
it, without any fear of Lady Laurina prov- 
ing any obstacle to your design/' 

'^I can truly assure you/' <sbe retuvued 
- laughing, ^' I have no intention of storm- 
in,^ the citadel^ even /coitld youx^onvince toe 
Uicre was no remaining dislaicle to prevent 
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my attemptifig it/* she continued, directing: 
an arch look towards Sophia. ''And so^ 
this little fascinating Laurina, for fasci- 
nating I know she is, if s^e really, as I 
sus]^t, proves to be the ci-dtvard raistresis 
ef our little Flora, has made no impression 
on the heart of your late p«pil •* ** 

** !N«t perhaps "the impression^ your fe-' 
dyship fidlttdes to ; yet he has a most sin- 
cere regard for her> andaa^she » a prd^ 
testaot — — ." 

"^'kf^^OfteHawt,^' re^^dioed LofdlSdgelK 
'^ (k it>po8SfMe th&Mitdy Laarinaean be 
«f that persttpskm/' 

'f She eertainly i»," retwned Mr. Cleve- 
lmd> €€MidenUy^ttf ppffiedaAAe<]iies6on. 
'^ And i wa8^oiiig.jQiy Ikird' toebserve^ as 
flttdi Mf&klUt ^iftdt, I|ie4*iecids irf my latb 
jpiipfl, woidd bAve bMsn happy iiad hfe 
LordahiD entertained ft tenderer Mntiment 
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for this amiable young womaii^ dian that 
which he professes himself to feelfop her.." 

Lord Edgell without appearing to have 
aUended to the latter part of Mr. Cleye- 
land's speech^ rose from his- seat and 60d« 
tinued seme time^ to pace the limits of the 
apartment^ evidently lost to all around him. 
An enqiiiry from^ his father^ if he bad ever 
seen the Lady Laurina^ restored him to his 
reeollectioa ;. and his answer was in the 
affirmative* 

'' Why you^ never mentioned this to us^ 
my dear. Seymour^ wfaea Flora was giving 
^s a description of her y^Hliig lady^'' said 
his young^t sister«. 



Edgell coIoaring^highlyranaw«Kd> 
tbi^be was not then qpite certain ;Fiora's 
mifeticisp and the Lady l^rariBtfjhe ha4 be- « 
conne, acquaintedf with in ltaly>« were one 
and thesamQ Beirpofi. 
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''Indeed ! then pray may I enquire, bow 
you carae tbu» raddenly to be enlightened 
on tbesiil^ct ? " 

The Marquis observed the encreasino^ 
confusion of his son^ entreated his daugh- 
ter by a sign^ to drop the convepsation^ 
which she instantly did» and the discourse 
sooa took another direction. 

Sophia could' scarcely believe she had 
understood Mr. Cleveland aright when he 
so seriously assured Lady Caroline^ there 
wM^o truth in the report of Lord Mon* 
treuil's pnsference for the youthful Italian. 
Was it possible she had been guilty of io« 
jiistice towards the man^ whoni^ otaU <^ers^ 
sbehad hitherta thought the most highly. 
Here the whole truth at once flashed across 
her mind. His coolness to« the. Marquis^ 
and his altered manner to Lord.Edg»ll> had 
been probaUy occasioned, by the report, he 
might have heard of an engagement jiob- 
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sitting between the latter noblenmn and 
herself* Bnt bow wa« it possible for Lord 
d'Arcy^ for by that name she alone thought 
of him^ to give snch a rumoar credit for a 
single instant. Her heart t1>e next moment 
told'ber^ that she had been eqnally'rgvHty 
in believing his ^ffectien^ were so soon 
transfered' to another. And now> perhaps 
this unhappy misunderstanding might ne- 
ver be ctieared up; 

Mi*.. Cleveland^ she was.- eonviuced^ from 
the 'loolc he had directed to her, when ans- 
wering Lady Caroline; wasnotunac^'Qaint- 
ed with hifr yooag friend^s former attach- 
moRft; as she ^had translated it^ as one, in- 
•tended to- ^xmvey. reproadi to lipr, for 
baling used the young Ead so fH: Silent 
therefore, and dejeot^ she remained till the 
amlyaloftheearrriage to convey them badk 
to Glenmore. Mr Clevdancf rematked 
41 andihis iieart rdenrted ; that hearty whidh 
-had been Ae last few ^s steded againi^ 
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lier ; aod as »be rose to follow her sisters 
to her Baroache, he observed, whilst a 
smile was on the lips of the fair iaconslant^ 
as he believed her to be, there was a tear 
in her eye, aod ad be took her band to lead 
her forwards, he could not resist saying in 
H low voice^ ^' may I believe that tear was 
fhedformy pupil?'' The ne%JL moment 
b« fispented his indiscretion, as Soi^ia no 
longer able to rcjtfMH apy composure, ftr^yr 
herself on the bosom of Mhii, J^wfirylffinil 

9 

burst into tears. 

* • • • » 

. a » • » » 

Her siAter in gij^at ^xm^ mifi^^i tf 
lcn«w what was the nat^. 

^VThe heat.of the* church, has, I make 
no doubt, affected JVfiss DeClairville,'' said 
JEHpnB. Cleyebujid, '' I saw her change co« 
lour more than ohce^ after she returned to 
tl^e house; but Cearing to alarm you, I would 
not take any notice of it. Had you not,'' 
she continued, ^' belter leave your sister 
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with us for the day ? she will be much 
more tranquil here> than with 90 large a 
party at borne." 

Mr. Cleveland warmly seconded this 
proposal of his wife% and Mrs. Howard, 
assured Sophia that she conldnot meet with 
a better nurse than Mrs. Cleveland^ and 
left her to the care of this worthy woman^ 
promising to send the carriage for her ear* 
fy in the evening. 

Aft soon as she had left the house, Mifs« 
Cleveland prevailed upon faer young guest 
to lie down for an hour, promising to call 
ber after her return from afternoon service, 
when dinner would be served. 



Sophia being left alone, wept for 
time unrestrainedly. She nowblamed herself 
severely, for allowing her quick sense of 
the supposed injury she had received from 
Lord Montretiil^ so entirely to take posses- 
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siOiT of her mind^ that hxB distress^ which she 
now remembered being so very apparent, 
was not attended to at the time^ or thought 
of for a moment. It was very probable^ 
she began to thinks that be bad heard from 
Lord Deresford her supposed engagement 
to liord Edgell ; as she was perfectly con* 
YJnced the former had left Longuevill un- 
der this delusion, from her not daring to 
undeceive him, fearing his suspicions would 
then rest upon his cousin, whose conduct 
was now fully justified lo het, though she 
dared not indulge a hope, that hers would 
ever be to him. 

With such distressing refletions^ Sophia's 
time was passed till Mrs. Cleveland return- 
ed from church ; who immediately joining 
her, WM grieved to find the little benefit 
her patient had derived from her pres^rip* 
tion. In a few minutes afterwards Mr. 
Cleveland gently knocking at the door, 
claimed admittance; '' have you my d6ar>'' 
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he said as he entered^ ''prepared our 
young friend to meet a fourth at t^Vh i " 

... ? 
'' You followeil roe so quickJLy,*' Mrs. 

Cleveland smitiog replied, '' I had up titne 

lor doing tbii/' 

'^ U is indeed of litUe co^sequenoe>'* k^ 
relivnedj ^[f^ I &ifl,f^s^iired.pttr oewgvest 
lyiU not be jcon^id/f red in ih^ light ^f.MI 
ilUruiler by H^g Qf^^ j&\ktf im 9m 99(^ 

fov^^e^far these pale fheeju ? '' mifl §# jb^ 
said this he paternally pressed ibif ;lipB tp 
Sophia's. 



' ; 



. '' You ha^e ina^p fj^p^ wwei^wi;^/' 
«ai4 his ifrife siniijupjg:, "^^^s ^le foi^/^ km tk- 
ready taken plweof Ijh^jlily; btitmy 49^/' 
^hejproceeded^ '^ are ive not.guilty ofjoat- 
tention to our friend beJow, in leaving 'him 
£0 long alone ? " 
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^' I know not but it may appear to him 
in Ihialight/* replied Mr. Cleveland, "we 
will therefore hasten to offer apologies for 
Ofiif great remissness. 

Sophia who had expected to find Mr. De« 
iMaifie with the guest below^ as he usually 
called at the reetory^ on his return from 
one of his churches ; followed her wo»tlr|f 
hosts into t!b€ parlour Ye#y composedly / 
tofitt; however this imiiahed, for instciaA 
of Mr. Delotaine she dthv lord MontreuU, 
who equally surprized at finding her at 
the rectory^ advanced to meet her^ and in 
an embarrassed manner enquired afftei* her 
health* 

Scarcely able to rapport herself^ mucH less 
to speaks Sophia could only curtsey to him^ 
and it was happy for her, that Mrs. CleVe- 
llknd the next moment called upon hereto 
place herself next to her at table, desiring 
fier yotisg friend to remember ber sister 
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had entrusted her solely with her^ at th^ 
same time addiog^ ^' not even Mr. Cleve- 
land shall interfere in my management of 
yon this day^ and therefore leave him my 
dear and sit by me/' 

''Upon my word/' said her husband 
langhitig, '' you set Miss De Clairville an 
excellent pattern for managing at any rate 
a husband^ perhaps you vrould have no 
dtgection to extend your jurisdiction over 
his Lordship also ?" 

^ I will with pleasure resign myself into 
Mfs* Cleveland's hands," said Lord Mon- 
treuil smiling, '' provided she will take 
upon herself the management of so trou^ 
blesome a being /' 

''My wife at all events will know whom 
she has to deal wjth/' said Mr* Cleve- 
land amiling; *^ for remember my good 
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|lr, it is not so many years since you were 
iinder her care/' 

'^ I should desire Mrs. Cleveland to for* 
get it/' he replied^ had I forgotten the ma- 
ny happy days^ I passed under this roof. 

. '^ And can yon not also assert^ they were 
the happiest of your life ?'' said Mr. Cleve- 
land smiling significantly « . 

*' I can now with truth declare they cer« 
tainly were^ and very often look back to 
them with regret ; then every thing smiled 

upon^e> now— 

f' Co^e> come/' said Mrs. Clevelandi, 
/^ I will have ^o recurring thus to unplea* 
sant reflections . To-morrow/' she added 
smiling, ^' I promise if you are here, to lis- 
ten patiently to all your tales of woe, and if 
jt will conduce in the smallest degree to your 
happiness^ to return yott sigh for ^ sight!'. 
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^^ He jests at scars/ that ti*v*r fiU ft 
wound,'" replied Lord MonWdH a IiUle re^ 
proachfully. > 

' ''I could conti^dict th6 poet's aadeitr- 
on/' sard MrsV Ckvctanfi, '' by retaliftg 
some particulars of my own life. But not 
to day/* she conftnued lan'glnngt obseUr- 
ing the young EatI and' Sdphia fookifig 

» * fc 

towards her with extle6tation" strongly 
marked in their countenances^ hoping to 
hear something siitiilbr td their 'own tese ; 
though neitheif silspecimg the other^ of 
feeling interested dn tbik aedonnlf^ iiif the 

• 

tale they were longing tD hettr, " remeai^ 
ber my lord^ you have put yourself under 
my direction iWtthe sun goed cfewti^ it is 
therefoire my desire yon vrill accompany me 
ahd Miss De ClairVine in a walk whiclii we 
arc now going to prepare fbr. " 

%bti Rlontrenif hugKiiig, bowed sfofif^ 
m^itelf^ tiioagl^ evidbntl^ ditfuppointed 
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Mi's. Cleveland woald not gratify him by 
relating the history of the early part df hex 
life. 

Mrs.. Cleveland would not hearof Sophia^s 
remaining within, but insisted upon jt> 
that a walk would be of essential senrice to 
ber^ in bracing up her nerves^ which ap« 
peared so much to want it ; and again re« 
minding her that she would b^ obeyed that 
day^ she called upon the Earl^ i^ho instantly 
obeyed her summons^ and apologizing for 
Mr. Cleveland's not being able to join the 
party^ from having been sent for to attend 
tfaie sick bed of one of bis paririiioners, sde 
eceepted his? offered arm, and die^iring So- 
phia to take tbeotber^ who varya-eiuotant* 
ly compKtetl^th this^eommand^ tbas arf^. 
langed tfaey s^tfbrtb on their raiMillei. 

m ■ • 

In crossing a slyle^ which separated 
H fidd through- which tb«y fa»d pasted^ 

VOL. IV* K 
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frofn .the. raad^ JSopliia telt Loird Ho^- 
troiliL'^JuiKy Q» barBftM^ted her over iUifem* 
bl&]eitce&dvdy>ribe was inetKsible.her Qwa 
had ttotfbeoi irisry flieady before^ c^ad this 
did?KCir;C€intritiiiieto Biakeit nioveM^ . 

, Mrt; Cleveiainda nvat jt>bjig9d lio i&«diK>»'- 
versatkm/for all ; fcrt'^tjleBgl^^pfree^itig 
her ejL«rlixMis swere/ii» Tiiinj>.«;8|i^^TQi up 
the aHenq^ ; and m'aitence j^/Hirtlk k\Fj»s 



':f:\:'f'>M , .•■*^- • /.| ■ >., 



The garden belonging to the rectoff 
WM Ittk^ofit w»fich^tm(^^nd?t^^ 
of gir^4SilMrnlliiid<ie^i^^ «fj lie* 

woodbiiie^ »rfauik w^fieiMt ;tl»ft^iA«il(; gjflf- 
fect'btooiRt ■ ^:v , ~ • -. .'■.,:.; •■-■.■', iibrrA 

Ta thtfifoTOfite s|M>tjJ|fn« O^f^iid 
led her guests befoceihey adjourned to the 
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m^nt that sbe had titaxie invU; mice Lord 
MonlTeuil had last^visiteti it.' Whili^ Sophiii 
i^asenpressing heradh>imtioii df > sodh a 
collection of sweets, a sahrant - <aMne to 
summons bis mistress^ to a poor \Yomaii> 
^vho was waitiflg' to apeak with her j and 
Mrd. Cteveland apfol^vzing farlieing obli- 
ged t^ quit her eom|mBions^ foUowed ' the 
man^ feflvv^^ Lord Moatreuii apiiliSoj^a 
to entertain themselves aa wdi at they 
could in her absence. 

mils latti^ringta^yi )»rapi96M^i«^^ 
t^ titt house/ wh0lre'A(i^ 4i6Ugl{t>itii')Hg^ba- 
Me they should find the maMeh bat Lord 
Moiltrettil untreated thalrf^e would give 
liiln her attention for a few mitiuies. *'l wiU 
not detain y6a longer^'' he iiaid as a faint 
and momentary smile appeared on bteeoun- 
tenanccj from observmg Sophia to hesitate, 
"' Bit this is probable the last time we may 
■ e3 ' 
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meet; and I would therefore wish to take 
this oppqrtunityo^ imploring your forgive- 
ness fpr.whatescaped n>e^ when 1 «o unex* 
pectly beheld you at Glen more ; I was not 
then muter of my self » indeed it was some 
ti me after Lief t (be house before I regained 
my sepsea* I now feel the absurdity^ to calL 
it by no harsher name^ of my behaviour at 
that time. Will you allow me tohope that my 
offence is forgiven^ and that though you na 
longer cetaio tliose Mntimentfi which i once 
imagined you felt for* me; you willstilL 
interest yourself in one who will hot be en- 
tirely miserable while be cariries with him' 
the idea tliat he is iiottoti^y forgotton by- 
you. 

'* You answer notj^" h^^c^ntinaed -aflev 
a pau8ie> in whjeh, Uie ^iol^vce o{ SopAtia'^^ 
emotion prevented her from 8(»eakiR|^ X 
*' Aqd is this poor con^oUtion tobedenii^^ 
me. Then be it so. If my offincerbe 
unpardonable, let ra^ bear my punish- 



* 
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ment wifli foFtita4e. Farewell then, dear-^ 
est Sophia," he cried in a voice almost in- 
di^tioqt from excess of emotlbtii ''and \^4ien^ 
4istant oceans separate iis^ it is not impos- 
siUe but yott may r^lent^ and sometimes* 
remember i^ith compassion, hi m^ nvhocan 
iiever offend yoa more." Saying, this j 
and seiziag' the tod of her scarf, he raised^ 
:it a momeiat to his lips, and was harrying, 
-from the ^wden^ when a faint steriek ar-~ 
f tested 4)is flight, and the next moment he 
liiehdd Sophia faU senseli^ss at^ his feet: 
'' Merciful God !" he cried, as he raised 
her from the ground and bore her intorthe* 
sttmmer hotise,. •' have Lbeen«ll this lime ^ 
in an error^ Is it possible that she is yet my; 
pvm Sephidj and not, as Iwas induced to 
bdleve^Lord'Edgelfft^" 

, In vain he endeavoured fop* some time 
to recover her from her swoon; she still' 
continued insensible.^ His alarm now 
amountingio agony ^ he^osewith the in^* 
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ti^ntioH bf cdKng some assistance, at that 
moAeht^Sophfia ophening her eyes, faintly 
arti(fu?4\^ fa^ hanrte'^; and as her recollee* 
tioa refimied, perceiving by w^om she 
>>'as su^|ibrte3, she tried to disengage her- 
self f^oni hishartii^ ; bat finding the effort 
too great, her head again sunk upon his 
bosom-, as she burst into tears. Lord 
Montreuil suffereid: tkem to flow some time 
wiihoi&t inferruntioh,! and when she became 
a little calmer, he prevailed .upoii her to 
give him the assurance' that he' was still 
beloved by her. 






, ' • « . 



"^ftfutiial exJ>laRalion^ foUb^fed' tht4 tfeii- 
der scene/ and Lord Montreuil wkk %Me 
acquainted with her reasons for permitting 
hrs eoii^in to leave LongUdville, irf the er- 
rorlie had ipibibed r^ative U> her etagiigft- 
hfSht if lib Lord Edgefl. 



"«- ♦ ) 
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Mrs. Cleveland's patience was on the 
p^oinf iSflii^itig toi)p%^ exhausted, as 
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KerguesU returned from the garden. ''I be- 
gan to feel appri^nsive that you had been . 
Mirfeked by the «weel8 aronnd my bower/* 
$aid she^ looking archly towards them ; 
*' and just as yon made your appearance^ 
vra9 requesting Mr. Cleveland to hasten to 
to your assistancev'' 

" You were then gronndlessly alarmfed 
my de^r madam/' returned Ijord Mon- 
treiiil smiling. ^^ I at least was so charm- 
ed with your fatiry jfetreat^ that (lad not my 
companion reminded me of tl^e ,tf me^;. jand 
expressed her fears you were wailing tea 
fo^ V?^j '^JWiffht, Rps^sibljf ^ave r^nfWE^ned 
,^^epe yj^jy.cqn^enij^fUy .tj4 piiclnigbt/' 



,.-.'j.- 



€€ 



And wflre.yon my dear Miss De .C%ir* 
f il^ . in w jgfei^^ raptures . with my : . wifip's 
summer house^ as his iiQrdahip ap^e^i^^io 
be ?" enquired Mr. Cleveland archly .^ 

^ i sa fl|uch admire the ^^n^jUf^ that 
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flourisbes about it/' f elunied Sophia blosb- 
Hig, '* that I fthalUsk Mw. Cleveland for 
a cuttwi^ol it to plant ia my favotite re* 
treat ai M^lcQtnbe/' 

'' That when you scent Up fragraooe, H 
may bring to your recoUe^ction the pleasant 
hours you have spisnt with hpid Montreuii 
in this? 



> ■* « 



Sophia now blushing rery deeply, en« 
deavoured |o change thf conveKsationi, but 
the Earl as he tefif^^riy .prefsed Mar band 
i^aid, '^I have every .reason to love ti|at 
$we9t flower^ it shall adorn the walls of Ae 
old castle^ and from hencefojlb b(e always 
cbei;isKed by me/* • ^ i- 

.-. ■ . • ' . ■ 

Mr. Cleveland I^ij^ nojt^f^y 4)Qf99Jofi{ i» 
be ififorinedi th^t ^l)e .su^n^#f bo^sa^ h^A 
witnessed i^ rcicgincili^tipi^ .Mw^an these 
two ai]Qiable young person?. The joy that 
danced if>.tt^9.c»j({)a99<Jl |daj^Q4 ei» «vcry 



I 



I 
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feature of Ldrd MontreuiPsi told him at 
(he first glance all was right. And though 
Sophia's cheek 'was still pale; he no longer 

V perceived that deep despondency, he had; 

^ with such commisseration read in her coun- 
tenance at dinner; 

Wbencatilffes were brouyhl in. Lord 

Montreuil remarked her colburlesst^heeks; 

^va^nd ararmed least she should suffer^^ materi'^ 

ally from her kte agitation; h6 drew Mr, 

■ 

Clevelaftrd aside, and partly explaining: 
what had passed, entreated hrm to prevail^ 
on his guest to remain at the rectory, that^^ 
night.. -- ■ -•••• '-"'^ --"i^-^- 



■' » 



• f 



Mrs. Cleveland becomiiij^iiec^aiiff ted* 
with the late indisposition of Sophia, was« 
urgcrit with »her to^ehd the carriage back 
criipty ; hot anxfon^to return to Glen moire 
that she might relieve' her^mother's appre- 
ben€[ionsK>n Ifer acf6oun<, ^sKe * «tl&i(fify^ re* 
sisted the importuiiities of her frieffds.- 
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Edward arrived sooq after to escort bis 
sister home. He appeared surprised at 
findin;; Lord Montreuil at the rectory: non 
was it lessened by observing: the intimate 
lerins he and Sopbia were upon.. Tbe 
latter by her brother's desire hastened tp 
tie on her bonnet^ in which arduous tasli: . 
she was assisted by the young. Eb^I, jfUo 
took this opportunity of entreating hear. for 
Jiis sake^ to take great care of herself^ ex^ 
pressing his hopes of seeing her in the 
morning looking much better than she did 
that evening. 

Sophia laughingly accused him of great 
deficiency in gallantry^ to think of insinu- 
ating to a female, she was not at any time 
in perfect beauty. " 

Edward again entreated his sister to be 
expeditious as it was late, and his mother 
was anxiously expecting them^ Sophia 
immediately answered she was ready to al« 
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t^^ him/ and takings an affectitmiite leave 
of Mr and Mrs. Clevfelaivd, \^hn>ttl «Ae 
thanked again and a^in fbf th^iifs kkid 
care of her; ishe was assisted' iiito the c&lr- 
riageby Ldrd Moritrenilj whe figoln fen- 
treating her to take care of Herself^ tett- 
detly pressed her hand as he bade hei- goo^' 
night, and ' iheli returned' to brs^ yrorthy 
friends/ 4vhose gitests he rertiaifted till 

D 1 
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chap: VI. 



» » 



Sophia Ol^arriving at Gicnmore inflanl^ 
ly retired to her roam, wberefibe was-s0on> 
joined by her number*; who hearing: iier 
daughter wa»returnedica|ne to seek hen 

Sophia, On ieeiDg; her enter, iimtantly ' 
threw herself into her anns^ and called up- 
on her for her congratnlationfl upon the 
termination of her late sufferings on Lord 
MontreuiPs account, Mrs* De Clairville 
pressing her darling lo ber bosom^ desired 
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tblearn^ ^hen and were an acctdircisss- 
Tnenl bad taken place between ber and the 
Earl^ when Sophia briefly related the par- 
ticulars of that eventful day^ and her mo- 
ther gathering from it bow much she - had^ 
gone through in the course of it, was very 
apprehensive that she would receive inju^ 
ry from the effects of her late iuffering^. 



' '- t 



Sophia's assuranees that shenever felt' 
better^ <iOttld scarcely quiet ^ her * maternal 
fears«. A message was soan delivered by. 
Margaret firoailbii party vbelew^ entreating ; 
to hear bow Miss Da Clairville found her- 
self |. which . Sophia fSvMd «ofne'^ difficulty 
ID po'evailing^upon her mother to answer 
in person :. notwithstanding she promised 
immediately i^ retife to bed. 

i 

Lovd fidg«H^Wbo bad tiei been seen since 
be roemiled hishorse at the gate of the rec^ 
torv» m«<de hia ai^earaace in llie drawing 
room a few nimitea after Mrs* De €kir«r 
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ville retUfBod to H ; when L^dy« Canrfine 
m ber eagenifps tto'leara ^v'here ber brotijer 
h^d.paBsed the4^yi forgot Soptiia-. 






^jvin^r4^ bati memtaone^ to Bm\y^ 
8{irpi*i2e.ar fincliiig tord MontreuU aA Mr ft 
Cleveland's ; hia^Uentipnt to b» visttr ;he 
could not help remarking* aiid he now re- 
quested her to tell biai« if tbe bad ever aus- 
pected-an aktaehment between tbem^t Mias^ 
I^shbrook finding they had met^ and b^.- 
liftviiig from thi^> accoaul her odUBin .gaiM 
her of the exi^eUeni terma they werenjic^ 
tb^i;»n>* etplanatidn bad^ taken ^aee^ nd 
longer hr^sitated confiding to him> the lodg 
ptotradt^U > tnisMy/ of liia sk^eir Mao^r tbe 
Earl. When she had fimibed her jiHte 
tale, If h^cb bad ea|lad fi^tl^fidyi^rd^a 9fif^ 
pathy for >^q|»hitt^ &&e eiriifeatedlilni t6 br 
aiirfit f^ar tb^ )p(reseni on bia miieetiiig witb:" 
Liird'Montreuil at; lbe,reoMHry : assigniii^ 
I^^ «CWolii»e's l<>ve,«fer tormenting/ i^ 

herceaste ftar mdJMiig4l|a.ieqtf^^^ . 
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Lord Edgell merely replied to*the num^ 
berless enqairie8>(nadel)y his sitrter^ relative < 
to his having abseiftevi hitilself 9O^^l0|ig, ' 
that he bad been visiting an old feiend ;. 
audi the- l^tt^r finding sbeeoiild not prevail 
.upon htm to say who; or wliat this ffiettd 
\vii»^ desisted from the attetni^t. 

Mi'9. ^ Be Oairvinh bad aHayed- tbefMnr 
\\4udh her basband and the Howard's bad* 
enMrtaJBed'^n Sopiiia^s acGc^ni^ % teUing- 
tbeoi she &k no doubt tbelat^r would be^l 
able*f(ftetii.gopd|ai^l^fesl4ojotn tbefiiaii«^^ 
Iy>,as osiibl;^ at ttwakfiist thieiai^tmonnnigii 

n Smilyrbefore. she retire^ io . )bed/> }ieBrd<f 
fripfnher auni^ tb^jpartiiduIajNi ofJ^hat bs^ 
bc)(M^ paastog fttthio cectoity^ and her J4&]r vnit) 
gri^at a( findingtlMit «tt now appeared $ tafi 
h€! ill a train for ending: happUy ; ^ i Sbe wab^ 
aliout to leave the apartment of M)#i!(. ^D^l 
Clairv«Ue> as her unele entered it^ who vtwi 
now also iMde iicqtaQitfiHCt with fiopiaar^^ 
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fiile inlerview with ifae Eari. In mutual 

4 

eongratulatiom another hour {mRsed by^ 
unheeded* Mr. De Clairvilte wais the- 
first to remind Ihem of it ; and tenderly 
embracin^his niece,, he resigned her to' 
the arms of t)is wife, . who entreating- her ' 
forgiveness for having kept her np beyond 
her usual hours, fiifectionateljr kissed hepv 

and dismissed her to bed. . 

V 

f ■ , . . 

IT- «• *' »* «' m- • «^- ♦'^ 

Sophia oa ppenrfig hbr eyes the nexU 
moi;iiing^ . found Eknily by her bedsid^^i 

whose eirpressive cou6tenancetoV( hi9r she? 
was not ignorant of the eventsf, ^ctfvthe |aitc< 
day. IMargaret was dismiss^, and dftefjr;. 
a« hour *^ eonfifdent^ pbat, tt^t coiisins dih 
geended to 'breakfast, .and Sophia rec<eivedv 
the congraiulaiions of vail asseinUbd round,^ 
the table OB her ree9Ye^d too]$;s« . 

Whilst t^^ wei*esy et al to eak%t Lord 
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M(mtreuil was announced^ and the next 
moment made bis appearance/ 

r 

''ISimA mt\"' cded Lady CaraiTtae^ 
'' what can possibly iiave broaght^iis brii-' 
idiip b^re at so early an boar: ^ now So^ 
pSiia/'ifibe iOonlkiasd in a low voiee, '^^ yeu 
'Will ha«e Ml opporlaiiity^ &i icomrincin^ 
yoarself ray late assertion a>f bis dtec^ 
manner was perfectly jast. *^ Bat w bo can 
describe Che ^istotiishiiiefit of ber lady^bip^ 
M4ien the earl^ instead of pasaio]^ ber bio*^ 
(her aa abe ea{kk;«lKl^wltb f^^esin^ ti6w, 
eisteytedbishandto iilia a« be entered, 
wbiiAi M^aa ^t*dttiHy alken by ticn'd Ed^ti; 
and Iheti adraneed to the (able, and after 
paying fats com ; fimenls to all ieated> 
stii6i3ned Mttseff a¥ Ihe fiack of Sophia'a 
chabr, and iifi a tone of the greatest interest 
enquired after her' health, wbo not daring 
to raise her eyes/&aring the' obsfervatiohs 
of the company were directed towards her, 
answered him in solowa^voite^ that a Iovei:.V. 
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ear could almie bave understood what she 
said. 

The marquis Who was sitting, next htr, 
9Biilfngly. offered his seat to the earl; Up-' 
' on his declining: it^ Lady Caroline invited 
htm to sit between herself and friend. 
This last offer could not possibly be refus* 
0d. His Lordship had break&sted at the 
Recto'yj . but would jrat refuse the imp M 
cofi^ Mrs. Howard h^ poiired'piiitfoi?.liif9i 
Anxious to prevent ' Sophia's feeling any 
^nibarrassaieiitx>he 8eld)9«ii^rt%ied himself 
toiieri she. felt 4he^ d^ie^y^ Df Ms odnAtt^ 
and soon recovered her accustomed ease; 



- J 



Mil- Howard m^ti^nedtJbeip iot^ntiofi 
of calling at d'Arcy castle Unsf fsorajii^* 
and requested Lord Montreuil.to tell her if 
he tbougiM^ thftir visit vnmU ht agfteal^le 
to bis mother* . :•• .- . r ,i . 

\}^ qi^wefctd l^u in ttiej^^rmatfvf , luid 
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then turning to Sophia be enquired if she 
intended to be one of the party. 

Sophia replied^ this was the first moment 
she had heard of her sister's intention of 
paying her respects to Lady Montnsail 
that morning.^ 

'^ Then may 1 request/' he said, ^' yo« 
t^iU ttitke ciome exeuse for not accompany- 
ing her^ in her lisit to day. 



•4 t 1^ 



^^o be ingenooiis/' she re^enmed; *' I 
fihotitd haVei done s&, bkd you not requested 



'.I 



^ ^Ym expect my iftdther and sister 4rst 



I • ' \ 



:'^:liideedyoki1m¥e mistaken mjr nlen^ 
ingj if you interpreted my spMich^aa* 'I 
should have the greatest pleasure in accom* 
psttiying my smterto^tlttf'caiftle^ bit tt^t/' 
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she oo^itinued^ hesitating a littki ^'1 i^flr 
not quite certain eitlier your ntother or 
sis^ter would receive me with their former 
cordiality.'* 

Lord Montreuil was firevented^ replying: 
which he was on tbe point of detog, by 
Mr^ Howard's calling bifi^ to give his> opr- 
-tiion of a horse be had lately purchased for 
fan wife^s nse^ and the t¥m gpntleiDefi left^ 
the room to look at U,. - 



I ■ 



^' And so Merlin^ has again made his^ 
tippearance at the tM castle/' said Lady. 
Caroline as the. di()or closed! upon them; 
^^and has disenchanted the noble Earl. 
''f)h, what a change i^ here my country- 
men! since Thursday last/' she-continued^ 
*' Why this is actually the same Lord 
d'Arcy we remember some montli s back, 
taking by sform thehearts of old and young, 
gentle and simple. I suspect Sophia^ this 
Kttle one of yours/* placing her hand. on. 
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fier friend's, "sUlI flutters at bis approact\." 
The latter part of this speech was address*^ 
ed in somewhat a lower voice^ and happily 
for Sophia was not overheard' by any one., 

\ 

' r 

. i 

Mrs. Howard now enquired, who was 
inclined to accompany her that morning 
to d'Arcy castle. '^ You of course my 
dciar Sophia/' she continued addressing 
her sister. 

^' You must indeed excuse me my dear 
Jfatilda,*' she replied, 'Vfor my head does 
not yet feel equal to going into company/' 
' . ' • ■ • 

^^ I am sorry to hear you say so/* ^^ re- 
turned her sister ; '' surely you ought^ to 
have soHiQ advice/' 



•■• i 



'' She has already iieceived sokne/' said 
Lady CaroliQe, .turning an arch ^auce up- 
on Sophia, '* and which I believe she is 
determined to follow.*' 



. \ 



iSophiasuspecting her ladyship ka4 OYei> 
tmrd Ifae sari's request to avoid if posdiliie^ 
beings of tfae party Ibat morniiij^^ said 
wbibta blush crimsoned her cheeks^ she 
believed q«iel^ would be of more service to 
ber, than aH - the medicines Mr« Proby 
could seBd from his shop* 



< 



'' A. quiet t^le'^a lete viriib a cftrtiin gen>^ 
tleman^ will, I doubt not^produqe the 4iap> 
piest effect^'' whispered Lady Caxdtne. 
"Come the^my drar MrsvH6 ward, 'T she 
continued aloud^ ^^ \tt,m have yoursi^icr 
totfae quietisbie is.sodesiitnM of finding, 
and prepare for imr moniing^» visit/' 

As Sophia was leaving the breakfast 
f oom/ she was met % i h^ mother, vvho 
telling her Lord Montreuil was with b^ 
fctber in the library, invited her lo take % 
stroll with her in the park. Sophia en- 
quired for Charles, and understanding he 
W8 eqtiippiag himsdf lo Walk with them. 
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«}ic retatned to her ^l^ttf bfei? '^ISdi^ h^f 1h]at 

III kM tlMiQ half ail hnHr tbej fWiBte joi#- 
«dbjr^Mr; DeClairtille arid ttiiFGoinpanidrt^ 
whose appeanincea«iiieated lltc{ U?elie»t^joy 
in the yoang Charles. He ran towards 
Loid MoAtitiiit^ aiid jantpiiig iftto his 
annsy espf essed ail the pkasuk^ehe felt at 
thei»ef6ling^^ After QaMasiiig bisilordship 
some fyae^i be said4n ft lo^r ' wiee ta him^ 
^ Iihope|4matfd mmi^Sdphy^lKiYeiiiade it 
'ilp^alit #a8 wfy^jUidiapi^ ^i himiig ^m^ 
relied vriAh}i0!E|^)atidfcrted aigreot'dealVbut 
•foo mmt not tell her I said »o/' 

vi^ocdfMMtMMil mtde Cbories^ bappy^by 

vfMpuriog^hiHvhjft^iiiit^dhe were ag^ 

jl^opfdfriefida^'and'iiy. projOHsing Revere to 

^Hiakiftber cry ^gaio^ but. to tore her 0?iba 

moreitiaiihediclhifisaeU^ ^^j 
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Mr. DeClairville silently, joinitig 16^ 
hands of bis esteemed young friend atidbis 
daughter, inlernally invoked a blessing up- 
on them both^ and scarcely allowing his 
wife to give her badd to his Lords&ip in 
token of amity^ be drew her away> taking 
li^le Charles with him« 

Sophia now found why Lord Montreuil 
had requested hef to expuse herself from 
being ot the parly to the castle that mo?ti« 
ing. His mjsery at vtfare inteUigenCQ Lord 
Deresfurd bad given bim of her supposed 
engagement to Lard Edgell^ could not be 
bidden from the vatcbful eyie of his n^other 
whose anger at Sopliia's supposed iioklf- 
ness, was warm^ participated by ^ her 
daughter : so thafc when the latter received 
her friend« letter^ sMion afiter hierfather'k 
death) she could^dcareely refj^in fromno^ . 
turning an answer to it. filled with re- 
proaches, «Tp write aa sbe bad been ae« 
customed to do, Lady Grace found was 
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itnpossible ; she therefore deteriliiiied up- 
on not writing at all. 

'* You may expect ta see my Bister here 
to morrow^'' continued Lord Montreuil^ af» 
ter relating the above, '^as I know she will 
be eager to atone for the offence which 
the has been guilty of towards-you. May 
I not relieve her mind my Sophia, by assur- 
ing her that you have pardoned it?" 

'' Indeed you may/' she replied, *' and 
likewise add, that I shooM hot have loved 
her so well, had she continued to honor one 
with her regard, whom she had reason to 
believe had used her brother so HI/' 



Lord Montreuil could only answer this 
speech by pressing to his lips the hand 
that rested on his arm. '^ My Sophia*' at 
he length said, ''we will no longer ad- 
vert to that time, which now to think 

VOLr IT. L 
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ofiOiiJy pjoducps pJainf^lsenftaliqn^♦ Sosud- 
den.w^s the change from misery tq hsippi* 
ne9s^ that when you left me last night, I 
could gicarcely persuade myself that I was 
notinadream; and it is with soipe difficulty 
that I xmi aow believe I am aiyak?/ and that 
this :precious hand is in reality promised to 
me. In short" he continued smiling,! '' if 
I weretodie* « - , ^ ' 



( 



f 



i . -e »-N 






^' Twere now to be most happy^ for I find, 
<f My soul hath her.cot)tent so a^splot^jr, , 
That not another comfort like to thU 
iUceieds in unknown fate.'* 



« ^ K k 



• - • # 

You ipust not qpw atfqniBt to \»ffsk 
me from your presence. I shall heace- 
forth be like a raiser; watching; over liif 
troa^re^ fearful ^of its being vf^atcbed 
awav. I hope you do not wi$h to discafjl 



» « M ^ * 
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^J You appear to have made yourself 
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very sure I do not/* said Sophia smifiiig/ 
''^ bat 1 feel every possible inclination to 
mortify your vanity by insisting upon your 
leaving me instantly/' 

^' But if I should doubt the sincerity of 
thill decree !^' 

''Yopr lenity is incurable 1 fear/* 
said Sophia laughing^ '' and I begin to feel 
serious apprehensions that I can make no- 
thing of you ; but must be obliged to 'con- 
sign you to my friend Lady Caroline^ who^ 
if any one can^ will keep you in order/' 

^^ If you have not the power of making 
me all you wish/' he tenderly returned^ 
^' I fear it will be in vain to seek for ano- 
ther to perform his arduous task; therefore 
leftve I pray^ Lady Caroline to subdue Mr. 
Cecily whom I suspect she holds in her 
chains./ 

l2 
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'^A«d.1y|iyicb. be appeai;^ to be little in< 



{>* 



dioed lifi ht«9lh*' returned Sophia. 

^< Possibly not^ but let us not talk any 
more of her or them: 1 would fix your 
attention at this moment on another sub- 
ject. You will not I trusty my Sopfaia> limg 
postpone that day which ^ill give me jfi 
legal right to call you my own/' 

'^ You are an encroacher, I fear/* she 
j^urned^ as blushing deeply she turned 
herfBLce from his ardent gaze; '^ for do 
you recollect that its but ia few months 
-ago^ since you told me^ that would I but 
give you hope^ you could wait like another 
Shalum^ or wear your chains with pleasure 
twenty years more at least/' 

'* Let tbem be the si&en ones of Hy- 
men^" returned the Earl^ '' and I will inost 
wUlingly promise to wear them for life/' 
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After a Kttle altercation on tttis smbject, 
Sophia was at tengfb prevailed tfptj^tt to 
allow his Lordship's placing his caqse into 
tbeha^i^ of her father ; and after parsing 
fflmost all the morning togetber^ Loi^ 
Montieilil returned faome^ and by bis pn9- 
Bence restored cbeerfillncAS^ created th^ 
^^reateat vjc^ in the boaom oi bis niptbi^ 
and lister/, the latter promising to aocomh 
pany her brother the following morning 
t9 GleijijBpr^, and if possible persuade. jSb* 
(pj^iiato spend a few d^y? at jthe castle. 
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Sophia liad scarcely reached her apart- 
ment after the Earl had left faer^ before the 
party returned from their morning's excur- 
sion; and the Ladies Selburne with Emily 
soon claimed admittance into her presence. 

'' Sophia !" cried Lady Caroline, ^'what 
a scene you have lost, by not accompany- 
ing us to d'Ariry^ castle^this morning. You, 
howdveiT>thinkI know, that yo^ have been 
far better amused in listening to the tender 
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speech of his Lordship, who this moment 
passed us on bis return home. But let me 
hasten to give you an account of our recep« 
tion at that ancient edifice. 

"We made a circuitous tour to the castle, 
and I hegan to be heartily tired before we 
completed our journey, Mr. Cecil who kept 
pace with the carriage, amused us as well as 
he could, but the roads were so intolerably * 
rough, that he could not always make him- 
self heard, and my poor lungs were quite 
exhausted before we had reached pur des« 
tination/' 

/'Sophia. vYQuld willingly excuse tbem at 
this moment, I siuspect,'' returned Her sis- 
ter laughing; '^ you forget your Mr. Ce- 
cil docs not quite so much interest her, as 
he does yourself ; besides, I thought, my 
deajr Caroline, that you were going Co give 
.an account of what passed while we were 
\at the castle, and not what occured in our 
way to that noble mansion ." 
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- ^^ Kotwittifitaiidiiig tbat^ my dear. Lit*- 
eretia/-^ md Lady C!aroline, *' you niufit 
allow me to pipoceed in my own way^ or 
iikeSancho and his goat8> I shall k^ nay 
reokonin^^ or rather close my history jmi^ 
that Sophia after all may never hear it." * 



• t .. 



. Her sister smiling^ promised to give her 
no further interruption^ and Lady Caro- 
line thus resumed her relation. '^ Oa ar« 
riving at the castle we were wbered into 
Lady Montreuil's dressing rdom^ who reair 
ly looks remarkably well in her wc^ds* Lf^ 
dy Grace soon made her appearance^ but to 
my isurprise neitherof them^en^iiiredj! my 
dear Sophia; after you /^ * 



' > 



Sophia smiled, bufrdidnot repl^T; ami 
lier friend' proceeded m her iafo. 

\, We oontinaed qbattiagsone time>: but 

IstiU law joething of' the Italian family. My 

father enquired for the Marchese; and 



wab aMweFed that he was wdU^miiA liad 
rode out dn hoii^eba<^ a fdw mkiutesibe*- 
imr arrival. '' Yoar ton raadam/' ooBlti- 
ntied papa smiling^ ^' I do not adk f(M*> at 
I had the pleasure (tf breakfasting with 
him this morning at Mr. Howard's^ where 
I believe he is still to be found." 

^' At Mr. Howard's ! !" exclaimed the 
Countess^ and her daughter in a breathy 
" excuse roe my dear Mrs. Howard/' said 
the former^ ''but is your sister really a visi-* 
tor at the Grove?'* 

Mrs. Howard answered in the affirma- 
tive^ her countenance expressive of the sur- 
prize which this question occasioned her^ 
;and addied/ that your head*a^h my dear So- 
phia^ had alMe prevented you the pleasanie 
of accompanying us in this visit. I then 
Ithbught it time . to edge in a wprd> and 
burning to Lady Montreuil^ I said th&t I 
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bf^^ytm would conlioue. at Gleomor^as 
long as we^ which I was led to suppose yoit 
wpuld^ unless you was spirited away before 
our return/' 

^ • 

'* And who are you afraid should run 
off with your friend ?" enquired her lady- 
ship smiling. 

'^ Ind^d my .dear, .madam/' i risplieti^ 
'' 1 dare not^ in this company^ hint where 
my suspicions rest. 






*' Why not?*' said your sister^ ^'I should 
like exceedingly to know to whom f|iey 
allude, for^excepting Lord Montreuil and 
my little boy^ I know of no other male 
that we left behind us/' 



u 



. Here my ikther laughing said, '^ a^ 
are you sure the Earl has no incllnatiQii^ 
of the kind to which Caroline alludes ; you 
my dear Lady Montreuil/' he nddasA^ 
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^^eatinot be siitprized, rfiouM it e^en 
prove so/* 

Her Ladyship became so agitated^ that I 
saw my father was apprehensive lest he haci 
gone too far; but Lady Grace rising and 
saying something in alow voice to her 
mother^ soon restored her composure. 

While the rest of the party were con- 
versing, my attention was diverted by ob- 
serving a gentleman with two females ap- 
proaching the house. The window near 
which I was sitting being open, 1 leaned 
forwards to discover who they were, when 
I caught the eye of my brother, who smil- 
ed, and saying Something to the younger 
of the Iddies, she looked ^p, and smiled also^ 
displaying a set of teeth, as white and even 
as your own, my- dear Sophia. The accla- 
mations of surprize which 1 uttered, drew 
my father to the window, and fixed the at 
tention of almost all (he persons in the room 
upon myself. 
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" b nottliat y<Nir brother?" he ai^d* 

'* It certainly is,*' I replied. 

'' And our friends retomed from their 
wA/' observed Lady Grace. 

My father's smiles gave me to understand 
that he was not so much in the dark as I 
was, and when Seymour entered with ,his 
companions^ who really proved to be Ihe 
Italians, be advanced to meet thenij and 
taking a hand of each of the ladies express- 
ed the pleasure which this introduction 
gavehim* 

On looking around to disicover if the Count- 
ess wa^ also in the seci-et^ I perceived that 
she had retired with yoiir sister to thbfar- 
ther endof theapartment, and that they were 
engagedin earneft converaation^ Mrs. Ho- 
ward was of course introdjoced to the Iptau- 
tiful Laurina, who is really a fascinating^ 
little ^reajture; aqd afier baving|iaiiltt most 
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DncooflcionaMe lon^ visits We at length 
departed^ leaving my brother behind us. 
How long he has been acquainted with 
Lady Laurina, I cannot inform you, but 
very long it cannot be^ as he wa^ not more 
than three months in Italy. The Mar- 
chese we have just learned has been here 
in ottr ilbsence^ what^ my dear Sophia^ did 
you think of him ?" 

« 

*'I am unable to answer this question/' So- 
phia returned^ ''for as it happe^ned I never 
. saw tim/' 

'' Nqtsj^ep thfi Marcbeser' cried her Lady- 
.j^bip^ /Where land how^ then, have you pass^ 
$d jKHur mwjaing.?*' t 



4 , 



•J' J'-t^ncipftHyinitmlkitig," she i^e|»lieci» 
■Mailing deepfy. 



, . ■ 



^ Add nfty f enquiire vith y^m K 
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Indeed, nvy dedr Sophia/' said Lady Lo- 
cretm> '' yon must not indulge Caroline in 
answering: her numerous interrogations^ 
prompted merely by curiosity^ besides it is 
time to think of dressing for dinner^'' say- 
ing this, she drew her incorrigible sister 
away, leaving Emily alone with- Sophia^ 
who by her desire, accu^rately desi^ribed th^ 
persons of Lady Laurina and the - Signova, 
Lord Edgell's attachment to the former 
was very evident she said^ and from, what 
she could learn^ was not only returned by 
the young lady but approved of by her 
aunt. 



f 
Sophia^ on joining the party at dinner^ 

instantly saw from the arch looks directed 

towards her by Mr, Howard^ that he was 

no longer ignorant of her engagement w^ 

his friend ; and when he returned with his 

male<gvfc»tg to (he dr{iivttig^i«KN0^''llA lock 
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wToppoit unity of telling her haw complete- 
ly he. had been deceived^ in believing her 
to be perfectly indifferent to the young Ear)^ 
which he scarcely knew how to pardon ; 
th^n in the most friendly manner^ he con- 
gratulated her upon her happy prospects^ 
, ^fssuring her that she could not have given 
Jtim ft brother wbom he should have loved 
^fsc^weU. 

\ Mrs. Howard had before offered her 
eongratulations on the same occasion^ and 
George finding his sister was indeed ^be 
chosen partner of his almost idolized Lord 
d'Arcy^ could not be restrained from ex- 
pressing the joy ^ he felt^ s6 that several 
times he was obliged to be called to order 
in the course of the day^ which he declared 
wais the happiest of his life; and it was with 
difficulty that be was deterred from proceed- 
ing straight to d' Arcy castle, to express lA 
the ddight, which the knowledge of its owt)^ 
^i atlftchuient tahis idtter aifforded him; ' 
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Sophia liopec^ that her engagement tb Lord 
Mbntreuil tbight^ for^otne little time/bei a 
sctt'et to the Lotigneville family ; but il 
was impossible for Mr. Howard^ to keep it 
fiomthem; fbr^ like George^ he eould Hof 
hide the pleasure which he derived from 
the knowledge of it; and she was bapp;^ to 
escape the congratulations that flowed ift 
upon her from all quarters by- retiring for 
the night. 

Lady Grace^ accompanied by her brofthet^ 
called at the grove the next morning, and 
was received by all with pleasure^ and with 
rapture by Sophia^ who soon took an opp<Mr- 
tttriity of conducting her to her own iboM^ 
wl^re faei^ Ladyship again embracti^ IMM^ 
eAfreated ha: pardon for having a (dtoglfe 
iiistiliice believed her capable Of actfeig^ l^ 

9 

Lord Deretford had induted them td b»- 
fieVe she had done. Lady Grace then etv- 
Iterediiito many paitteiilarB of whidi^ter 
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leari^tbattbe late Earl bad iq bis last 
illness, when be felt hjiaiself about ta be 
iranskled in^Oftbfit worlclf wbere all dis- 
tiBctioa of rank iproidd cease^ givep his 
full sanction^ to bis son's marrying bec^ and 
at the same time expressed his earnest de« 
fire that tb^r oiarmge migbt take place 
as flOOA aa possible ; providing Lord 
4'Arcy: qa bis return to Englaodj found bes: 
equally attached to him^ as be had redspn 
to suppose her to have been before he left 
liieikingdoin/ 

.::lfrady Qcace.th^n adverted tp thed^y otp 
vri^cb Sophia aA4 her brother had met at 
Me«Cl«KelaMl's^ where the happy eelaiicis* 
^mcift had t^kan place; an4 mentiomed 
ilUQwrpriae shc) felt at Lord Edgell's wi- 
lling his appesmnce at /the castle on tb^ 
tame morping, and^the delight that: sbonp 
lA the fine eyes of tbe youthful JLaujrina ^ 
aeeing hun^ ''I bc^n/' she cpntinued, ''^ 
x«uspect tha(4he Eng^sboian who had pcjf|- 
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sentefi my young frieDd with the little gold 
hearty ami Lord Edgell were one and the 
same person ; and for the first time began 
to have my donbta of the truth of that infor- 
mation which my cousin had given ^s iiela- 
tive to your engagement with bis Lorddup, 
Again I feared that the latter was trifling 
with the affections. of two amiaUe young wo- 
men^ and notwithstanding my anger dtyoor 
having, as I believed^ my dear Sophia^ triiat- 
^ed my brother so ill^ . 1 felt exceedingly |a« 
dignant towards Lord EdgeIl».for acting;;0o 
despicable a part. I would not^ howe(fer^ 
mention my suspicions to my motbf^r, who 
bad already suffered f»uch on his a^ooiMt 
and whose manner towaids him tbr^u^h- 
out the day was chilling in the extreme ; 
indeed so mucli so, that it wm <sca(K<€ly 
^pessible that any thing oodd increase it. 

Yesterday morning Lord Edgell HUkde 
xhis app$»rance^ and a%r bceakfa^t aco^fii- 
,^niA4X«^y JMiuriiiia and heir* aiuit in a 



tvftlk. On the evening. blSfdre he Imd 
some conversation with the Milrcihese^ and 
from what 1 saw, I was induced to befieve, 
' that you, my dear friend^ wei*e in danger 
of being forsaken : and I had fully deter- 
mined ttpon patting the Signoin on her 
V gnard^ against this fickle yonng nobleman^ 
' when the Marquis of Longuevrlie inforrn- 
^ ed us that be had left Arthur very happy 
- with yoa at Glenroore. My mother, scarce- 
' ly able to conceal the emotion which this 

' iatenigence produced^ by my advice, took 
^jfowr sister aparti and after' apolc^izing for 

: die question which she wm about to pat, 

« untreated to know if you were really en* 

i gi^ed to Lord Edgell. 



\ ' 



Mis^nHonrard appeared surprized at tbie €Fn« 
qpEiiry; btttinslafldy^assnrirrg my modier that 
there was not the slightest foundation lor 
wdi a report^ which ahe was aware had been 
circalatedi and likewise^ that you had tdld 
her tbait for sodie tiine you badsuspeMed 
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JVpt mwfiy lojiiwtes after y<Hir ai$ter 
and pai:ty left; the 4:a9tJ|^^ Ajrtlwr yetumefti 
1^4 bis couoten^qce plainly iiidi(Siited40«l 
that all yif as right within^ a|i(l wOfwetedOidt 
long ignorant of the h^^ppfCQU^itychseigeait 
that had taken place between him and 
yc^q^lf. LordJgklg?!}, nlbir .iliis4dSUi- 
g^Qoe» bud.na loiigei: rwmn t» 'onm^tefil 
Q^aur oooln^^a iovmrds. hia:^:amf*'l<!iaiA 
Imppy.toadd^ tbereappearsno iinpedl*Vfiit 
lik|ely Ip arise, to prevent the* happiiiepr^fir 
hifn and. Laarina» . .. , ;! /■♦;^!>q 

. Sophia now learned from Lady Gftl4^ 
that Lord Edgcdl, or as be then called kmj 
self/ Mr. Stanhope, bad had letters, of ipn 
troduction from a gentleman in the madit 
terranean^ to a family in Italy^ where the 
Sigaeiaaiid ber niece were on a Tisit. The 
former soon perceived that Laiurina was 



* 

noikdiffdreiit to tli^ ydiifi^ ^n^hraiiti, 
who appeared much attached ^^K^rV^^titd 
understanding*, that he was a man of fiamily, 
and of exemplary mbrafs^ sB^ hoped the 
Marcbese who was partial to Englani}, that 
he s6metimes serioni^ thought of settling 
there^ would hafve no objection to see hid 
dragbter tb^ wife of her yoking favorite.' 

.The Marebese was daily expected by 
theSignora; when a letter reached her 
fisom Mr. Stanhope^ imparting the neces- 
sity there wa8> for bis immediate return td 
England^ eatreating her to excuse bis 
personally taking leave of her and Lady 
Laurina^ as he felt totally unequal to the 
tmk\ Tbe letter concluded with wishing 
thievery hiippiness it was possiljle^to 
meet ' wifli in this worM> and teVokin'g bias- 
ings upon them both. ^ ^^^' 

'^ Thfr'Signera,'^ ootttifiiie« iMdfGtiM; 

^[m^mmkk haM aiai^eh MidiUtf &6hPi»e 
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whom she had ^very reason to esteem, and' 
deter tqined upon hiding, from her brotiier;. 
the bop^a , iwhieh she had permitted her^ 
self to indulge. 

Lady Laurina wept when she heard of Mr. 
Staphi]^^9 a)N*Qp( depiarture^ but not hov* 
ing.8upi)98edibr a molnent^ that hehadre^' 
garded her with a warmer sentiment than 
that of friendship^ she felt ne anger lowatSs 
himi and still hoped to see him again^ whSdii '■ 
perhaps accounted in some measure fw 
the joy she expressed^ when the Marctiese 
proposed accompanying us back to Eng-^ 
hin«l/' 

• ' • . • 

When Lady Grace had cfmeluded tlus 
little history, she mentioned her mother'^ 
hojlli^, of seeing Sophia at the castle before 
she returned with her family to RaseviHe : 
and then feu ring hor brothei would be im- 
patiienlat the length of time she had depri- 
ed hin of her friend; praposei rsMAiteg to 



^ • J 
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the dawiDg^f oom. As they were prdeeed* 
ing (biiher, Sopkia enquired for the Mar-* 
quis of Ormondry, and with pleasure 
learned that he was expected the next d^y 
by his fair mistress. 

* " * • - 

After sitting some time with Mrs. Howard; 
Lady Grace reminded her brother 6f the 
.proHPnise Mhtch she had given her mother 
notejto. make her visit' too long; when Mrs. 
HctwiNrd perceiving his friend ^s relactadioe 
to depart^ said^ if her Ladyship would Me- 
cept him for her escort in the place of the 
Earli be bhould prefer ififinitely acoompa- 
nying her^ to riding to the castle with the 
Marquis as he had intended; and perhaps 
he da^ded smittng, '^ Lord Montreiiil wiii 
will barve^no giteat objection to wait for thb 
M%rqoiSi who will not be ready to set oflf 
these two honrs.^' 

'* (TQacc^misodate i»y fri€»d, aettainlgr 



not^'' rc^ttffmd the Earl souling abo^ ''and 
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therefore with the greatest pleasure iomgi- 
nable, I will wait big Lordship's leisure/^ 

'^ 1 am perfe<^y satisfied with thia ar- 
rangement/' said L^dy Graee^ ^^if yoH 
my dear Mrs. Howard have no objection 
to it" 

'' If I had any/^ ilhe returned iMt^smg, 
** I fear my good man woald not attend' toi 
them^ I shall therefore keqp them to^ my« 
self be they ever so weigbty/^ 

4 • 

^ Adieu tiien^/ cried her Ladyship af- 
lectionately pressing Mrs. Howard's faaiid^ 
and then giving ben^to tbat hdys husband 
to lead her to the carriage^ she desired tte 
Marquis to remind her brother bow time 
passed^ as if she suspected^ he would want 
a flapper Bi his ear^. she t^hook hands with 
Sophia and the rest of the party » and at« 

tended by Mr. Hoiratd; drove fnm. tiie 
daor. 
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i^rd MoatreuU then persuaded Sophia 

(o accompany hka in a ¥m\k y %>in Vj^faich 

they were returning as they were met by 

Mr. Cleveland ; wdie hearing which way 

ibey had diiected their stepi came to meet 
them. 

Mr. Clevelaad had not seen Sophia 
Hj»Qp ih/^ evening of that day on wbidi she 
and thOr Barl l^d come to an explanation/ 
0fHi be now offered his coqgratulationa |p 
)K>th^ on every barrier being removed to 
their happhiess ; anc| expressed the heart- 
felt joy it had occasioned bimand bis wife 
tobear k^ lli« Vubter hoped I0, see bee 
yonng &ienda ag«in ai ibe rectory^ befbw 
Si^bia returned to Meleombe. 

This they both readily pmmised ; wd 
the Earl being soon after summqaed .^]| 
die Marquis to ^Ufi^A bim ts> the Cast]^^ 
be^ during bisabs^ice committed bis 

OL. IV. u 
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mh iAime BiSri 6(himiti4 with whtni hhh 
WMm^ "thle i^alk« Sbpfaia dft^ ^ftw 
ing some time longer with tbd worthy u6- 
tor, returned with him to the house where 
W w^s ihd^eea^^ Mrs. Ktowai'd td^npe&d 
the riest of the day. 

l^he day the Marquis With hiB family r^- 
turned td Lon^tueVUle^ Sbt)Kk akc6itatT)£tiii- 



€d her friehds to the i^tle; whei^'she N^ 

received witb dpeii arms by thi Gbbnteis 

who^ as she pressed hei*intended^d!fr^^hlSr 

to her bosom^ returned her thanks^ where 

they were most dlu^ for this happy i^mi- 

nation of her late anxieties. ^ - 

' ' The Marquis 6f Orikioiil^y mwki(0^j3ke 

last to offer His congratdntmns te^ St^pkil^ 

and he now ventured tb ex|nress bis hoipe 
^tbat Lady Grace would be prevaitediqpon 
~ to give him her hand on-die sain^ dby tint 

lier t^rother and frifelMl wiiUld foe «mitedJ 
^^^ 'Lord Monireuii uniettookiopIecQii&is 
^€aifti6' with bi# mofter^ which be d^ so 

tuccessfully^ that the Coiiniaii/afier aUtUe 
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l^€BHfbt;io(ii, cooMQ^d to pAfrt ,mtb i^ 
^Migliler «ome months sooo^r Jh/mt^ 
iiad intended. 



% • 



>■* • .. '. (" " 
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: Sopbia re^aified i^ d' Arcy. ^aitl« tm li^v 
return to Melcombe with Jrar feqiilf., 
iiv;hfr^ thejr.vwre to be jpined at the e^i of 
(bf Ai^Wtl^^ l^y the CpuntesS) her son an^ 

» ■ 

doufilue^r iPWd Mr, Qeyeland^ whoni (he 
JBl^:);Jtul^ requested to perform t^o ceremo- 
«f ilb«l,i^9iild maHe Sophw his own. 



^- .* 



. ^TbeyoQpg Laurina with her father and 

aunt^ removed .to Lopgueyille bouse ^few 

dhiy9) ibc^wej tiie 4o ClajrviUes reti^ned 

.iMB^f sbe i;^ idiiMro^d wU,^ the intepded 

jifiife^of Lord, Montreuil^, ,,who equally 

Ml^j^mied with her^ . bs^d expressed a w^b po 

\,9be her with ber fjinijly at Melcom^. 

lawma fypiUngf sensed herself from yisjt- 

mg, Mw de C2airt?itfe;. but promised to 

.pay bcr reipects tf .J^dy, Montr^uU at 

some future day. 



•» ■* « 



* 
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.Lord £dg«ll finding bn regard for the 
yoiiii^ Italian^ far exceeding what friend- 
ship alone could have inspired^ and fear- 
ing to encourage an attachment to which 
he l^ileW fats father wdtild be averse ; also 
lAdy Lauriiia btfing, afrbe tboaghti & Ca- 
tiioUc, he determmedl iipon laavbg Italy 
l)eforc hi^ peace of nAn4 amci that <tf ^ a- 
miabte j^otiiig wooian's was irrotrievaUy 
destroyed. Lady Diurina -s inanliei^waftitoo 
artless not to betray htj^ partialjty forbisa: 
but as he had been extremely guarded at 
(hosetifnes which accident bad brought them 
to^ether^ that he trusted she had no rea- 
son to believe that he regarded her in any 
other light than that of a friend^ Had in a 
short time wouldforget that there wasr such 
a being in existence as himself^ tint how 
aacertain are the designs of lovers! The 
Aeartwhich liord Edgell had ocd^red to be 
tn^de^ and in vrhich he enclosed a lock of 
hi» hair; and tibe four little words that were 
engfavednpontheback of it; and which 
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heart he sent to Lady Laurina the last 
day he remained at Naples^ did but ill 
accord with his wish of her forgetting him. 



After his return home, he mor^ than 
once introduced before the Marquis, the 
subject of Catholic's aod Protestants inter- 
marrying: and invariably heacd his father 
express his disapprobation of such marri- 
ages in the most decided terms: 

It is possible that Sophia's powerful fasci- 
nations might have at length induced Xx)rd 
£dgeU to have transferred to her that re?- 
gard which he had felt for the young Lauri« 
na^ whom he never again expected to meet, 
had the affections of the former been disen- 
gaged; but having heard from Lady Lucre- 
tiaof Lord d'Arcy's attachment, which be 
had every reason to believe was returned 
by Sophia, he accustomed himself to con- 
sider her only in the light of an atniable 
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and attractive female^ for whom fae soaii 
t^lta brother^s aneclibn. 



." / . 



The aay preceeding that on which Sophia, 
was to return toMelcombe, and Lord Mon- 
treuil, with the Marquis was to proceed to 
town/in order to make he ceWry prepara- 
tions for theif nuptials; the latnifieft ffdnr the 
Grove, Hall, and Rectory dined at the cas- 
t*Ie. Mr, arid Mrs. Deloraine accontrpam- 
ed ihe rector and his worthy wife and were 
not a small requisition to the {>arty. 

Ortosby tVtftotfgli'by the d^y before bad 
been hastily summoned h6me/ His sls^r 
tlie amiable Baft>ary, had persuaded Cstpt* 
Cbampiiiftteto take compassion 6ti her^ 
and OB ten tbouisand pounds, 'w^iIdH \iad 
laiely been lefi her by an attnt, who j udg- 
ihg^rom her niece's pehur io us habits be- 
Ijeved'ber money would be safer with her, 
than with her fathe^^ whose generous spi- 
rit even his wife's ittiberality coutd riot 



entirely check, was aot such aa pkased his- 

' ■ . '■ ' \ '- 'f ' '^ ■ ' •'■ '• ' ' 
stiller. To Barbara, she therefore m^de 

over her property ; little thinking at the 

moment she was. securing, it toher^ that 

eitbeF ^h^ herself should be t^l(eQ:Off sxv 

suddenly^ or that her money would in so* 

shoxtvatimiC be transferred into the l^eep- 

iQg of. % dissipated and profligate young 

mfiq^. with whom her nephew^ shocked ^ 

;!lome, instances that bad reached him of bis 

fpipper^ frijends. depravity^ had long iiince 

broken pff all conneclioiif 



.J 



.Elizabeth Day^nport de»f ribjhff to So- 

i pjiia tbf t the m^ \miix^0^^^^^ 

hadiinduced Mrs> WiUoughby to confess 

.that she Ijad n^vej fejiitmp^i^e surprize thpn 

. ,ir^C)n Ormsby cofnmunicat^d' the contents 

of bis father's letter taber. A& from -what 

9he had seen of Miss WillQughby^ she 

isbQ^d have tbougbt her pride alon^ would 

have prevented lier connecting. hers|elf as 

a|ie^ had done; Cafit, Champinette had nei- 



» -'•» 
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rtibt foniily oof fortune to boast of, a good 
person and a commiMion in thdarmy, were 
all his qoalifications^ and these had certain- 
ly ndthben overlooked by Barbara; '' She 
^ill ' s0ony I fear^ have reason to repent 
l4ie 'impif udent stvp* which she has taken^ ^' 
edntinnied Elizabeth, *'and unless herfiither 
^ill consent to receive her again^ she may 
te iftiiC' months time find herself destitute of 
k^ome andaii asylum.M. 

Capt. Champinette's passion for gaming 
was known to Sophia while in Town; and 
it was, she thought, but too probable that 
Miss Willoughby's ten thousand pounds 
would be all devoted to that fashionable vice; 
and much as^ she had reason for disliking 
Barbara^ she could not help feeling some 
{)ity for the misery which she bad drawn 
upon herself. 

liflra. \Vittoughbgr had been aknoat'coiilkiii* 
ally iiv fil3 3mQti tbe news of her da^gbtei 'a 
lopement had reached her; and liUle hope 
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was edtertained of her «ecdi»ery i^hen Hf^ 
Cleveland wirote to bis *aon, ' • . i 

£lizabeLh liaci scj^rcely finished her^ rq* 
qitali when tbey were joined by Lojtd Monr 
.treuil^ wba pleasantly enquired if he might 
be permitted to accompaniy tbenv in theijr 
SlIijqU. This request being granted^ ha 
drew an arm of each of the Jadies within 
his^ and succeeded so well in entertaining 
them/ that the Willoughby family were for 
a time forgotten by either. They return- 
ed to the house in ^reat spirits^ and pro- 
ceeding to the saloon found all the compa- 
ny assembled. 

Mrs. Aukland had requested Lady 
Grace to accompany her to the Battle- 
nients of the old castle^ and so much was 
she charmed with the extensive view of the 
htevens which it prssentcd to her vie^,4tt^ 
8bc£Kpres66da desireof retu^nitig to the spi^ 
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«t!)|hft fj$}c)|fie of tili?:day, t1»t s^Om mjgitt 
h%t^, 4n b|>portiintt»y t to make bei^ asiro- 
nomical observalions. As sooii;, therefore ^ 
as dinner was over she hastened thither ; 
' m^eii to ber great mmlificattoir a douded 
sky had disappointed her espectatioa of 
^dmirin^ the nsing stars; > 

• » 

As this was thattlie last evening the 
wholeofthe party were to remain togetb^r^ 
they preferred conversation to either music 
or cards. 



> »* I 



Emily withher father and £dward!» in- 
tended to remain another week at Glen- 
• rt>ore, whence they were to proceed to 
/'Wbodly, where Sir Charles had wished 
' 'His danghtet-^ii marriagelof have been ^e^e- 
bleated; but finding h was the wii^hof his 
^^ fitnOy Wnd' Sdphta that tia^ey tkoaldrtsiga 
' ih^ir tiVi^ty m tbedanteday, he a^jrecd to 
' i^lMqttishfaisdesir^ofhaviivgthe cereiKODy 
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performed at^ the Parfe/tin^^r5nii^(Plo 
meet tfie Montreml faitiilyaf Meteluifly«4t 

the end of the month. ' - ' • > •;.:» /i. ./ 



t .1 » 



ACarvearly boar the Howards with l^ek 
^ gaesta returned home^ leaving Mf . ^ and 
Mrs. de Clairville with George at. the cas* 
tie. The parting between Sophia.and her 
Bjsterj waB an affecting one. The next time 
they met. the former would be the wife of 
Lord Montreeili and jMrs. Howard pro- 
mised, as it would not bein her power to 
be present at the ceremony, to meet her 
on her return to d'Arcy caslle as the bride.^ 
ofitemaster^ 



I . . « 



Mr, Howard tenderly saluting her^ di^sir- 
etiber in a whisper, to be a very good girl^ 
aod net allow btm to bear that abe had^bed 
a single tear oa tJiatday ^ that d^/t was uniteid 
tokisfrtend.Sofifaift's tearfiil eye« did noj^ at 
Utat.moment^ give ^biin mw^b ibcfif bj^ ad- 
'iri« would be attended to) ;^a(Ml>t0i^mg to 
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the Earl he e!xpr^s€d hissttrprixB thuthe 
could find Hiiy' ihirVg' attractive in abeiii;:?^ 
go intonstaiit ' QB his shter, who one h»!f 
hoiii^ \^as all smiles and dimples^ and the 
next bearings every resemblance toa Niobe* 

Lord Montreuil observing' how much 
Sophia's parting with her sifter had affect- 
ed her, and apprehensive that the raillery of 
Mr. Howard would completely overset her, 
drew her away; but instead of re-conduct- 
ing her to the saloon^ he persuaded her to 
sit quietly with him in the library, where 
in half an hour they were joined by the 
Marquis and Lady Grace, and spent the 
evening in confidential discourse. 

When Sophia retired to her room, a let- 
' ter- ^'^ delivered to her- fsomiLady Caro- 
line ;' which had been enclosed in onie to 
Lady Montreuit from the Signora; but 
feelings vei^y dee^y^^he deferred veadiiig^^ it 



*<• 
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till the morning. The ropr^ingf li^vvifv-^ir^ 
found her again geated with the Garl inhis 
library^ who eoukl not h^: prevaited MjKon 
to part with her, till his sister seat to infx^rm 
them that she was waiting breakfas^^andthe 
next minute the carriage was at the door. 

Lady Montreuil affectionately embrac- 
ing Sophia^ and whispering her hopes that 
when they next met, it would be to conti- 
tinue some time together^ allowed her son^ 
who had already taken his leave of her^ to 

lead her to the carriage* 

■. • ' _■«.•■■ 

''When Another month has passed/' cried 

* ' ' > ' ' . • ,' . 

the Marquis as the Barouche left the court, 
''Vweshall> I trust, meet again under the 
hospitable foof of Meleombe/' 



Cfi- 



Would diat it had been but a Cortnigbt 
«o thftt happy tiime ! " said Loid jyion tveuM^ 
as he returned to the breakfast room, wbei^ 
his mother and skter atiU remained. 
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.!;i5Mio!w ungfniliiftfl is this wish," retdrnviP 
tibet Marquift. *^ A iDonitt badc^ and you 
would have gone down oti your knees m 
gratitude^ Cor the happy prospect of finding: 
!!$ophia youirsftt (he end of a twdv^mohth/' 

^' Yon are right ; " sdd the Counters, 
^^end if Artbnr repines atthis sllortseipera- 
tion^ he does not deserve the ibfessings 
which are now within his reach^" 

^ My dear mother/' replied the Earl, 
you^hs^ not again have reason to accuse 
me 'of being irngratefnl for the happy 
change in my prospects. The Mlii^s, 
and 1 are now^ hastening t6 LdAdon/a#et^t 
onr return you shall not hear me t%pti9B 
one impatient murmur at the following 

/fd]^tiright passing away more than nsu- 
allyvjstow.v But* yon most permit- me to 

^thtnk of; attdvsotvettmes make ^pjfaia: the 
iQb)«ot4if donvenatioD/' 

r» «' , J '. . . •, . .,,.,.. . - . , 
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.,.'^ 



.Agreed/' saht Ladjr Mm^ewirj^rKng; 
* ' and more, yoii may tfead me efom " letter 
yott reaeive from- km.'' - . i 



.3 , ' 



""I db not wish you (o carry ytwr com- 
plaisance quite 80 far/' returned the Earl 
langhiii^^, ^/^ but will rest perfectly sUtisfied 
:wil^4h0>prQnike I bave^already ^btaioed^ 
of'l»h%aUowed to>$peekof her/' 



ip* Wi' ^5 »!» 
I 



X. 



?7 %pWa tbat^yeftingin dra^wing ou( her 
^> ha4idkcrcbi(&f> If rought' with, it Lady Caro- 
. lif^'i^ I^ttef ;t an d. bJo^Uing to thiak that, nhe 

JlMi^eirti^rtyr forgottf^^bavi^ it, 

j<vbfmUliy hix>ke;tbe seal aiid r^sad m folk>^«> 

i. "My dear Sophia will have no oli^Mlktn^ 

1 flaAtermy^elfjiolearay how; we are^ing 

:>:tm at LiOfEgefitYiUe^ 6¥eA jthould^haMa lit* 

tie in want of enteirtaiiUBent at thejioUJCttB* 

tie wbere^ report qnys, there never before 
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were aa.oiaay pair dfUue lovers tn£f; as 
am.nt thid/Ume iwithiQ it$ walk.- 

What a pity we cannot add a pair or two 
more^ to thoRC already to be found there. 
But my father is become so attached to the 
fascinating little Laurioa^ that nothing I 
think can induce him to part, with li^r ftay 
more. It is a thousand pities. Luere^^a'^ 
heart is engaged, for had not that been die 
casie^ she might so tharmingly have became 
a iMarchesa. My father and the Signora 
(whom we might possibly indude to forg£^ 
her late caro sposo^) Seymour and Lucretia 
and two other persons^ who shall be ni^e- 
les&i would have made as nice w qiyirtotto 
party of cooing' doves, as are to< be. met 
with in d'Arcy castle or its vicinity* But it 
appears that Lucretia still sighs, after her 
Biaroneti from whom, by-tbe^byva iMauf has 

be6D>eceived by ray father> and by hiscftH*- 
ing my sister Men afiter ibto^ the library^ 
from whmce ste retorned uD aoiilei»' Md 
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btoske*^ I lui^ct Sir Hdnry IftN'hOi^s Of : 
clearing off bis mbrtgageij and has sent my 
iaIberUie pleasing information; at the same 
time expressing bis intention^ if agreeable' 
to the former^ of burdening himself frith H' 
wife. 



I ) 



'"^1 catinbt persnade Lttcretia togive mle^ 
h^i Mt confidence. She has acknowledg-^ 
ed' iiaklt the young Baronet is on his * pas-^' 
8^ t6 fin^and) atid that it is not inq)ro-^ 
batilebtemAy Mhk atirival^ spend some 
fmie With^ aSt 



/} I ' ♦ •. • .» . • . ■ T ■ • ^ 



♦ ? 



Deteriiiiiied that' Liieretid should nM he 
itta!iT{edhefl>rer her youngest Slater^ Iper^ 
Tinkled Mr. Cecil to apply for n)y father's 
consent to take me for better, for worse^ 
etcetera^ and after a great many closetings 
and numerous inquinngs whether I really 
believed myself attached to Frederic Cecfl 
£sq) the honorable yooth was permitted to 
consider himself the intended spouse of ifae 
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.figlfit^j^DjOfgble I^jT Caroline Selburne. 



:' > 



I / 



*' I wUi vnit a iQionient for your congffa- 
^tiilaUon$ ob tbk happy event aud theni 
proceed. 



^'My fiither is sa happy in the prospect 
^of havifig thlb little Laurij^e^ tp r^de mtb 
l^jiieatirdy> (for Seymouf .has pixiniised to 
iake up his residence lU Ungaeya^) Oij^t 
he seems quite reconciled to partiiigiiirith 
his former spot: and it ia determined^ that 
Mr^ Ceeiiis tocQn^^ey we ti»]bi# V99lL in 
Nprthainp.t9n8hire« as somi as the hapj^y 
Imot is tied* , Luirratia has promised to. ac- 
company me thitiier, andEdgeU M (pib^g 
his bride to pass the: hmieyrmoon with us. 



i 'i 



.: The JVf archese is looking ouVfo,r .a^,I^i- 
4eD(;e near Longueville, inteading to i^- 
Bi^^Jf?fcU th/e year in England, ftud. has 
pressM wSj alU^. be of the party wbpa he^ 

return^ to UaJly. . , . 
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Lady Caroline concluded Het fetter With 
requesting to hear often from Sophia^ and 
expressing her hope of seeing Lord and 
Lady MontreuiU the following spring m 
Northamptonshire. 

Sophia reiad aloud part of this letter to 
'her fathier and mother^ who were liiuBh 
amusied with the (fool manner in w%fl6h 
Lady Caroline had announced her intcfnd- 
ed marriage. 

Mr. Cecil was a favorite with them allj 
and they united in thinking her Ladyship 
"was fortunate in having attached so esti- 
mable a character. 

• • • ' . 'A 

' Lady Lucretia's happy prospects afford- 
ed them also the greatest pleasure ; and 
George being much divcrtedat learningthat 
there were thre^ weddings in agiladoii at 
LongueviUe.as well as at' Melcomb^, * 'fle- 
cJared if the Signora had been ^ fevf'^dars 
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youngeti he would have entreated her to 
take compassion upon him, the only one of 
the party that remained unmated. 

# - • 

His mother laughing, told him it was 
rather too early for him to think of taking 
a wife^ but expressed her hope that when 
he did make his electioa^ the daughter he 
presented to her might be in every respect 
Uke the woman, which his brother had 
chosen. 



« \ 



\ , 



■ Kr. 
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CHAP. X. 






.J 
( : 

. • * 



' The mornmg after their return to Mel- 
'cembe^ the DeCIairvilles' were agreeably 
surprized by the appearance of Major and 
Mrs. Singleton^ whlo had been some days 
at Ashmore ; and hearing of the expected 
arrival of the family^ had taken the earliest 
opportunity of calling upon them • 

Charlotte was not long allowed to re- 

. main ignorant of the happiness that await 

ed her ' friead in her union with * het 



favfcU^ 4'Ar4kyyD9w Lord Montreuil^Mm* 
Sji}gMK>a. wiMTinly jpongimtulated Soglbm 
ujjfon it, but Jaoieiited the impcNuibilsty of 
h^j^^being present at berweddtng> as the 
time fixed for it^ was that wbea sh» -^^ 
pec;ted to be confined. '^ If I am abljs : to 
come tp you i'V she contiaoed^ '^ depend^ 
Sophia^ upon seeing me am<iag jion^ 1 
may hot possibly be the best representa^^ 
tive of a bridesmaid, btit lettmg that aside 
I shall enact my part mj^y^'' : : r 

r ,- 

Sophia affeffti^ni^^ i^iaeivg ^ liit 
friend, assured bier^ 4i9t nk^ivg would g^ve 
her greater pleasure t;b$in,b9haffehei;jiith 
her at the tim^ she alluded to / wUQh)i|ie 
cdnfessed ^o look forwatd toi with 
some degrei^ of awe. Sbs th^ eii^uiiiecbfibnr 
Eliza, and heard that abe. was lit that tttne 
visiting, a sist^ of Colonel Maradenfs; 
''You would not kuoyr bc;r aguin,'* conliUH-' 
ed Mrs. Singleton / £|«M^i8 uawiaapifaamit 
an unaffected girl, as can any where be 
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met with. Do you iteni«iirer injt mother 
iMiA^ing her eld^t duught^ 'had hm^^ i6 
tettg indctlged iri giiritig wa^ to aflt^^tiiiiii; 
that it hod become M ber'a'se^bnd htitirr^? 
She now confesses herself agreeably inistit- 
%eit^ feitid says^ no one dan h^ncefbrth p^Jt^ 
^lAd^herto helieVethaf Ihiere iiittch a thii)^ 
In d&iste&e« tt» a natoraf affkeikiion.*^- ' 



< . .. ■ : ■ ■. ') 



. iiSD(^ili Ji»flM ttet Mr. Sibgl^bit wels 

with his son an<t <bi%b|er at Ashifnore^' all 

anxiety to see her. To her inquiry why 

itk4 ht^bb^dtfconitMKAied the^ tbat^ morn- 

ing^ b^ Me^dtxib^i C%ad6tte ai^Vered, he 

thMglit hi»^f>r^sMCe itii^ bb a cbn^raint 

^ofa><4«ta\afUr M loifg - aii^^&1>sen(ie^ but 

•that ilpiwasi>liifer tetentibti to^ ride over the 

itkd>iD^lhjB JEbliowing" tnoniihg; '^ iattd 

; <vitetr: Hb^efttW Mtx^ ttie/^ sh6 added^ ^^ tKe 

.Ibotfttj^i^^hu^fafmi^'aad Dli'd Mdntrltiil are 

fibtfais time^Qjj^on; I feat lib |o^ win ahifoisl 

^«KffwperhiaitgMii<^';^ r^^ i::^^ 



r 
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Ctork)ttelheo b^ged. to learaivbat bad 
lD€come 4»f the aafortunate Visceunt; and «ti* 
deDManding that he wa« at Paicisy wbere lie 
bad been Joioed by bis sisters^ she esxfaiim- 
^ ; /^ where! trust he will regaia bis t|ii« 
rit^^ bat I confess i am very happy fa^ is » 
. &r removed out of your way«'' 

Sophia requested to foe made ^cqwinted 
with her reasons for r^oidag so nadi i^t 
hifii absence. ''You did not^ I faope^ my d^Ur 
Charlotte^'' she continued/' &ar in biair& 
rival to his. cousin?" . 

. ^ Mrs, Singleton s^id it. would be the 
gireatest absurdity to. harhiMir i^mh m i^ 
iEi. moment ;. afid at length acknowledged 
that ^he ncwarely wished Lasd Der^j^bid'sab* 
sence^ from reco^ectiog die torment lie 
was 4o her when he visited them in the 

' a^ing* %; the wiy sh^ cqnUuued f^km^ 
you, heard; 3Eb%> qapwdtw !Hiiwliy> 4be 
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redoabt&ble Mr. Leigb, has paid «xtravft- 
gftntly dear for the attentions k^ietercT upon 
iiim by Lord Williams. ^' It * is said/ that 
the' latter has had immense silmsof mone^ 
firom bim^ which there is little chance of 
hn ever seeing again ; as Lord WiRiam's 
affairs are in so embarrassed a state/ that is 
scarcely possible they should be retriered. 
His' eldest brother has been at' length 
obRged to tbst him t>ff, which in a wor^y 
M$Rse it mi^ht have been better for the 
Dtike bad he ioite it some years ago. Ife' 
heard of the intimacy sobsirting betvi^een 
bis brother and the little banker^ and en- 
•<teaVoure<l tb ]^ut the latter on his guards a- 
gainst the iwindlmg Loird Williams. But 
Mr. Leigh felt too nrach grsttiiied by the 
eclat which he supposed his intimacy with 
a Duke^ brother gave him to permit his 
'b^eving anything to the discredit of his 
4ear friend^ and dear I believe be has been 
to the little man in more senses ^n one. 

VOL. IT. N 



oiwp^fr^m !lh0 Jjiriy^. and i«^reljrj»J||^i^ . 
liipi.i^bfi;evqfMniictc»9P'. qieB?(}0^«ij^it . 
i8;pUiaUe 4p m^t }^isxi;j^t-^l^n^«^)(|ptj|^^ ^ 
tence^ who is no longer to be s^f^jv^ ^^^o 
JStreet^ or dashing through the otlTer fash- 
ioQi^ onesr in hU diffident yp^kl^i Avt 
short b^isiaUfntoO'lpWj fymtiju f3mp{^ 
\ffttic ^Dgleton to ai^^use b^cyelf.y^^ ^sI^t 

.Sophia expressed pome, CQffl|pap8ic^ for 
tie punishpint his^ e|f^gi<|a8j[^ity,^ 
brought upon him^ but which she- hoD<^^ 
would entirely cure him of his fibllies. 
Mrs« ^ingletan . shaking he,r j(ier^ head jsaid 
'•^e ;^oubted it vpor nyich^ a^ his^espiv^ 

^fljceit ^ tc)o|nii)ite for^Py >i»^%M>*^: 
^l?^t?iB?d of j^pv^f: d^^ ^,:: 



V •. 



ed %{^6ti tb TttoiAA kt ' MdcdtHbie Qtbtfdtfjr; ' - 
and the next bMQgHt the Majbr's Wo^%'^ 
father, ytbo exjpressiiig^ his]^taMlre'titiete>^'^^ 
in^ Sbphia lodking so well, ardily enqmr' ' 
ed virbetberthis vras toW atttfbtited b the^ 
ail'idf Mdcbinbe, ot that in the viclttity ^ 
d^ Afby tiaitte: ' .;-^.-,. ■■ 

"""' Tbf both, *• she returned smiling; 
thcm^ Blbshing a littte. '* I hav6 heten ''all • 
rtyiffifb sa much accustomed to countryUii* 
and exercise, that it is tirot very durpmin^ 
the smoke of London . did not agree with 
Hie, or that I should recover my former 

eolouir'when 1 again returned to a clearer 

i.< " "•'■■'.■•/ 

atmosphere/' 

- ." ■ ' . ■ , 

' ^^ ani exceedingly sorry to hear the air 
6t London disagrees so much with you;*' 
^d" Mr. Singleton, as I am afiraid you will 
find thdt in the environs of -^--^ squat'ie 

n2 



sas Mf;LcoMBi!; lodge. 

equalljf del^ious with that in Seymour 
streeti aiid w^ must expect to see you this. 
mnifiTynlh \he same oolow^^ss cheeks we 
f^mi.i'mkS^ wkh in the^ing. " 

• » • » 

! • - ,..-_,.. , . ^ • , » 

S^i^l^i^ Again blushing^ eQ4eavjoare4 to, 
tnruber old friend's attention to other sab-> 
jects^ and for this purpose enquired fiov fkitk 
sister the dowager Lady Singleton, 

\ ? * ■ - , 
^'She is well as can be expected; " be re^ 

plied laughing after havij[ig quarrelled 

with her sweet Mrs. Mpntgomery. 



<€\ 



i am sorry to hear this/' returned So* 
phia. ''What can possibly have occasioa- 
ed this breach/' 



"The children entirely. My good sis- 
ter finding Master Charles more troubte- 
some one day than usual^ was not satisfief) 
with reading him a lecture on the Itcqounf^ 
biit committed the henious offence of send- 
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in^ him from the room. Dcr aonaMe 
friend, hearing the youug gentleman cry- 
ing) hastened ta learn the occasioa of hi» 
tears^ and Hndiag they had been caused by 
Lady Singleton's sending him from her in* 
disgrace to the nursery. Mrs. Montgome- 
ry instantly returned to the apartment 
where she had left her Ladyship/ and hi 
somewhat an authoritative voice inquired^ 
what Charles had done to deserve such a 
punishment. My sister endeavoured to 
excuse herselC foe the harsh measuce^^^ sli8^ 
bad pursued by recounting the fauttrlier 
son had been guilty of. But Mamnq[a was 
pot to be appeased ; and tlie dowager^, 
no longer able to restrain her temper,, 
plainly told her charming friend, that her 
children where considered by all that visit>*^ 
cd in Portland place, such intolerable* 
nutsances, that she had heard Lady B^ and 
Sir Hillary Bellingliain. declare if Mrs. 
Montgomery did not either keep them. in> 
better order,, or. tiot idlow her friends to be* 
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: JAf^Doyed v?illi them ia tbe idinin^i .oi" ilcaw- 

\ in^lt6om, fihe w6uld find it impossible to 

iM Wr table for tbe future, or exped'to be 

visited by any but toad €ater$ or ihe^mob- 

lesse. 

^'Mrsi Montgotnery answered this at- 

:faek> by observing her friend^^aiidMact 

eaters aiight ^ease themBeivei^'4ndeed 

'■ every mte^ who tiiouglit^ in tbte^ mtiiki^^be 

^ never' wished to see again inPcfMifiid 

place, and advised her Ladyship foi^ the 

i^itdre to desist ih»m VrsHin^Mf^t^ «hch 

' ' kkfi^dniife^mieito lie iiiei with; ' >i^? 

" My sister rose in a violent fury and 
'< ^t aHo^iAgtb^ carriage toJbe-ealled, al- 
'i^ ftiost insta^ntly^ qaitted 4b^ li<Mtsir.^'«it;(^e 
-'^ Wmelo »iii the n«xt day/ iiitt b^r|ii¥6ct- 
- ' ■- rv^s against her lale friend where^tfMtiil- 
'^ t^tbaii: I vfotild wii^lo t6^al/''< :'^Mj 

; Mh SiiigietMt jsheti' Jroentloiied hk ftep- 






beiK^"^ expected Mtttfn; *^' H^rryi^^aagood' 
Im^ " he added ai^' I eanDesUy)h9I^rP/ 
8a0t*p>wiU kartt to value gocl)fa.0on>Ff whe^ 
doservea to be valiiedv 



9f 



» v' 



-^^i 
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As it was impossible for Sophiar topaj^ 
her .proii)i9ed visit to EHIeir aad i^er has- 
tmnd/;ti»&y vc^tuntered sheading ajittle tunia 
Itto JV^eM»l>d before >tha;.foriaei; .^Q; it* 
Cihiiri«9> . hiid^ k4el)^ hem .^^e^^ed . |9 ar 
YOcy^fina li¥f9g; Trhkher he.;soan?iQitend« 
. { jed. . r^ovin^, • BItea I<»ksdr b^U^. ia 
: ihe^iHh tbai^<bei( frjh^^ had^evef i^i^n^jier;; 

she was idolii^ by hei^bii^baiifbvx^DfllB^^ 
loved by every member of his family. 

: ; ; -pared^tihllewt lol^bi^r »ster'fr;into>df4, war- 

yilNi|^Q'J»(itii!iorA:Ml^ ;i Mrs^9'l^94 al- 

; ; d^y«r|MblF#dl) JUwd ^i^Sm^^ Jblld^fim at- 

teehmenti^p^^lwiM ^edv^sf p^^y a^ 

w^re of^) was to be her heather. Lord d' 

; ▲«C|t]Mdk.^liefiflT!fa0«ng^l»^ but 
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Wm ^^ that he was an engaged maa 
before be made his appearance amongst 
tbem^ it had never occured to her, that So- 
phia confides ed him in any other - lights 
than^ ^aa agreeable young man, from 
nv'hose' society she derived both pleasure 
aadiiistniciion^ 






Sdphia and her mter agam passed^tbeir 
moraing^s in the sancium, as it began ito 
bft too coid for tbehr favorite apartment in 
tbe dairy. r 



. • * 



•■ > <.'!" 



The time was: fiBist approaching whbii 
the Montreuil and Rushbrook familiM 
were to assemble at Melcombe; Mrs. Sin- 
gleton and her fattsband; had been atdjying 
theiast few days at the Lodge rsthd^ dhi^i-^ 
iotte withvber yomnn^ frienda ^eij^ein the' 
sawdum^ . deeply engaged^ in their several- 
pursuits, when steps vrere heard] ap^ 
proiMQbing, aild the^neiit mkuite Mrs« De 
Oairvilfe making heir appearance sttitthig. 



inqaircd if tlreiy iirbuM admit anatlier in- 
trader. 

'' Willingly, " answered Sophia^ '' ifit 
M the Major? '* 



" And ntost tmwiUinglif if it should 
prove an Earl, "returned her mother still 

'^ An fiarl, ** she repeated^. '' Iknow oi 
no Earl but one, who would presume tO' 
erave admittance within these hallowed 
Yfadfo, andibe will no^ be bere these three 



.\i' 



:> U M, his ja^f^aMhxikttkj 'V exdaimed^ 
C^9^9t(^ as sl|e< staf tfid up to welcobie 
Lofd. Montreusl whp %i' that mioment ibe^ 
d||bQvereii4fl»QingJ9g44nst th|s ^itrantte.^ > 



si'. ' ^ ''-•'••^ 
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<iSi>Biim?p0riifii» iid^nat feeMeajMdeii^l^^ 
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iie-iedttgfMni there llMii her fri^^ nof- 
wichstanding that she did not fly to matt 
him with open arms^ as she afterwards told 
Mrs:- SifiglettBti^ tirhe hatT ofiserved h^r to 
Qoiratidafterlhe delighlfal bustle whicfaf Ibe 
Ektl'sttn^xpeet^d entrance occasioned had a 
Ifttte fifttbsided; she enqtitre)dt<()ie reaspa 
of Ills making bis appear iince «H;^4lh»3Lodjg^ 
so much sooner lliafi lie was ei^pe^(e^o J 

• He answered tfiaft tb4tik>^ing tlie Maflri)ai» 
' fX Ormdndsby a suffideiit ^nceii; ^fbr^^^St 
rtiother and'siste/r,^ besa^ir ho hecesiii^-i^r 
'his remi&infng any bn^ger aiwuy firend !Ntel- 
cbmbe ; and tmvtng^ olitained' L9t»^^M#*- 
tV^mrs permissidn to precede thenii he had 
made the best of hfej way teto^ -^-^^^^hita. 

Charlotte and EHenr soon after find|ng^ 
something to call them away^ left the 
lovers (o a tete a tele, and Lord Montreuil 
would not allow Sophia to make her escape 
till she had confessed his unexpected ap* 



pearance waa farfiron»lwing?fM^we)^8nei|o 

Sophia ba4 not forgotloa l^r jpiraoiju^/of 
ffajring UUle William a visit after hei; |^« 
tuvn.ta Melcombe) when s^ bad tbeple^- 
MMiof jindiQg bis mother eiafficiently i^- 

^oavetedlrito do> foTxJIierKAiQiiiy as foriiKp4y. 
Loc4 iVIoniPeail aoGoaBpanied her jfreqvent* 
]y to the cottage and was so much pleased 
witir Ks inhabitanto ^(it be o^e^rthe 
ghrdnerfa phce at /Jd*Arqy^ castle, ,afe timt 

Mm§ y»9ftirt f4 Ashley ;^%;0&pt v^f^ac- 

ti^pt wUb t^,gi?e?test gratitude^ ]|Ad^^ wi|h 
M|4/:tQ^:qf^fi^ dfilight by bia^^vife, 
vffiQii it 7W0S ^diPl^(<M>d that her dear yqui}g 
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On (he morning'^ Ibftt day tviiich LoM 
Montrenil expected hk mother to arrivcf^. 
Ar he and Soj^hia were ridi^ * Jiear Delb^ 
ni^re Abbey/ they were met'by Mr. Ftt2aa^« 
tbur, wbo> with his fainify^ had aciM^d 
Ihere on the eveahig, beforek >' 



. The papers faadwinoHaeedla them the- 
intended marriage of the Earl with : tte 
beaatifuland accomplished Miss De Clair* 
WBi^; and Mr. FMsartbu novH riaq^ested 



permission to offer bis coagn^ulations on 
the occasion^ expressing, at the same time, 
his* hope that they would not pass the Ab- 
bey gates without turning in to take some ^ 
refreshment 

^^Lord Montreuil and bis companion 
wotld have excused themselves ; but at 
that moment Mta, Filaarthur with her 
yeiongest daughter^ who had been walking^ 
'in the park^ approached thi^ paling : and 
seoognizing the young Earl and Sophia in 
lAeJ^y ^Md gjeufliiQan witb whoin Mr^ 
Fiixairthiir ' wm* , cowersins» tii^y , tfiut- 
-^ t&eir. fintceatics ' witii :^., PitaKafthm; 
to indiice them to rest bwhUi^ at .the 
(Abbey ; so that^ hi despite of tbem^elv^. 
they were obliged, to yi^ ttsqimc^n^^ 
•askt proceed with Mr. FitsEartbur to the 
iu^iiae^ whifo Mn; > FitMfdinr , And Loiiisa 
:>lia8ltoed (hidier by a neapep vmy^} ^ 
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i^/ and arixiouti tb bbfteire how "Sc^Hia 
would conduct herself on the eve of becom- 
ing a Countess^ hastened to join the party 
in the dnsLwing-room. 

- '#' . 

"^ Where is Lord Edgell ?'' she inquired 

of Sophift^ ftflber h«f ing<ex|)i!ie9ied3lh0 plea- 

siird it bad ^ven berto beHr ofr«4bft\fpil^ 

quest she bad made whUe ai^ dfWiflliK. 

" Poor man ! be little supposed that when 

Mir. Howard came to Longueville ptt pur- 

pose to take y oil front thence. It vlflii^'^o 

m^et hiis rival. Had he been aware (iPtkttt, 

1 suspect be would not so p^tkfntfy hkVe 

|)eFmMte4 j.Qur accompitpying ^onjtf ^ bro- 

^thef hiHne«'' 



- ♦ ■ V 



/ 1 am happy in being able ^to. ^^iet 
your apprehensions oa Lord Edgell^ ac- 
count/' Wid Sophia, smHitig; ' ^ Ffir it 

Stas only yesterda^y that I received a 'letter. 

^iioih his siliter, informing me that his Jordr 
ship was married two dayi ag» fSo a- JUfy^ 



to wl^iu he h^s beep aom^ tM^.i^H^h ;^- 



Indeed! are you serious ? 
'^ Never more so, believe me. 



1 



ft • , , 



»» 



rc'l 



Did'^^ knoif nadam,'^ sale) Miss 
Fite^liu)* to 4ier moiber, ^' that Ldrd -Bd- 
hwa9 Inamed ^'^ 



• * ,' *^ t« >A ^ ' • , » ^ » 1 . »* 

!Uf)*X^"' father informed me this morn|»g^ 
^^fi^ J think, mx dear, jo^ said .'* tja^ni|i^ 

,tA ber husband,/' Lady Caroline was. Koar- 
. xied Uie^ |9f(me day ^s bei; brothei:/,'^ 

• >'^**' So'the papers eteclat^d this momtegT 
answered Mr. Fitzarthur, ''but' Mistf ^0e 
Clairville possil^y knows- more of this thaa 

^^ofel^e." '■-■■■• 

j,^ 3opbia repealled what she hod told Mi^ 
^F>it8iarthajr, ^nd I^y tiljfeir ^ denire descri^i^^d 
.tbpDeffonoftbe ladv with , wh^J^ l^^ 
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Mm Pil^ardiiiriieipatrtfig of bemgrnUr. 
lo rouse tbe jealously of the Earl^ whieh 
she hadt ebfiritably iqleudedto da; conti-- 
iiued some time silent^ this. g;ave her sbt^r 
an opportunity of quastioning Sophia upoa 
the efttablisbmeot of the new pair; but the 
latter professing; lers^lf entirely ^n^rwnt 
of (bj^ number or variety of their dtfEerfU^ 
carriages^ servants eteetere; and i^ajm 
not daring to make any inquiries reiati^ 
to her own^ efaanged the conwriation* 
Soonalter^Ldvd Montreuil; by Sophia's- 
desire Of dered their bpfses ; and after te^ 
ceiyiog the ferevrell eomplimeifts of the; 
£itsz^lh«r faoiily^ wlie;g»ve tfieqi j4ft.#jl7 
der«t£(ni that they did j^pt e}c{i<)et;J^; ^^v 
J^BeClairpiUe again^ tliey too^^ O^j^r^ 
le^% W>t a little rejoic^ fit ^«4^^i*I|Wft*» 
s«LTes vriihoui the park gales ol" B^m^fe 
Abbey. ' .• 
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gM$tr^9 the joy expresstd by ell • at; the 
inee&ngi pafticdarly by the Mtarqais of 
Onttonsby^ whose spirits were tnore thua 
^raally exhiterated^ 

« 

; CbptuftRttsbbrocdL 80011 after otiadeoiie 
ia tbi» happy circle^ and increased Uie ^e-^ 
ncMd joy* Mf. Clevdand was entntsted 
with'«f4etter ffioni SKzabeth Itei^ciDport to 
Stpbia^' which was writien iiMseAatelp 
npim fterettrptoCone from Orasby Wi^ 
Up^Uby. Uia oMlMr died the second dajf 
aftdr lus nrnd. A few hours before hef 
deaths hw senses had retamed^ and Ae te» 
cognized her son; but her daughter'^ name 
neiver passed her lips^ and fearfol of a re- 
mn of tier tto, Mr. Wttloughby, who 
wAlMe aWare bis fife's death was" so 
tiit^t, would n<« piriutt himselF'or Ormsby 
to breath it before hef. 

Miss Willoogbby^ or lathar Mrs. Cham* 
ptnrtte^ had been seen at — «— — where 
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§ filtt> oH beMittfli^iMi embarked foir France^ 
; Ijiit net lelksc AkuI iieeft yitt I'eceived ^ lit>in 
; «ithea^i .l^DMigt WilkMighby^ bad ]Ker»«ad- 
-edbis fiOker^ after tbe fjintral ol. b» mo* 
Uver^ to ftocompany him <m hia retitnl to 
Lw .where Mrs. Henry Ainsley laet ^them 
and assisted Elizabeth^ and kei^ molbsB id 
todeavoaring to reconcile Mr. WiUopgbby 
to a^w4»rldwhich'te bad .become^ deliiroiis 
«( qiiittitig. filnabetlkJiddad;' Us \ ^spqrits 
iteti - aflMttdy mock nfeoveicd^ and A^y 
' baid fei«t7 resnqb io'^iiope tfai^ he/^aftmld 
' bldd^tr thetflive faraiick to iiKpalmdMiadc- 
T. M^ oMtdj if sbeeoBjHNslmd &«t deBiceJBV a 

' ' "T { ♦ • \ . • •- •.♦■•• »»!.»• '» t ' • I >^ I rt 

:/. Tbel&ppy^pflkty.«i M^ksombaikl^ 

; seii^e .491 tbe dty Mr...<^biie]»iid)i;dkrag 
> dfiUed npfOtti to ^m Im UesMigsuMb^i at" 
]tar.tg tbesediBsenriiig.iiMiij?* rl*riiedMAely 
ckfiter4h«:deremooyA. vtbich^ in resfieA to 

I iM>bH4le/fitelM%i 0^ \e& rniAwf, vm» per* 
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^ E^rl/with his bride «ha/i)J^olii^4ii^Mfe^ 
combe for d' Arc^ castM : md at the Mme 
time the Marquis ^nd Marcbibii^fed of 
Otmimsby depavled for tbesr leat ia ^Mek- 
doghBWBbire^ leaving Biiward ud EUdSIy 

« 

wEbtte Lodge; . ; ; 



. t 



. , S i»- ' • . . 



. i>^^HbdHF.iIov|PRrdbeen {Mteeot at jtbe 
-; patting. betwecaSophkand hes mptilier^ 
V tue would iiava chidden the latter for liaffing 
^i^fittendedso ill ti^liis leetare; but htppily 
-lnfte» he»w her at^Ke^€a8tle> .wlkitbtHTihe 
£ ,iaHl.M7abI4MrairdFfaii^etted (he^^^^ 

to welcome their sister's arii9r«k;jlhni)^j«i^d 

dtiytples^ were alone visible on the counte* 

^omiiibe 4)£tbe farMe. LHtle <Mcfo<. who 

• liailrwioanipaiiied bb'^tli^ alidrtaather in 

itt^ihair^ visitr of : eimgm|iilfitkMr|tD ihi^/fiarl 

• ^ mA.'Gmiktea»^ ^^pj^essed b& the joy, hislit- 

' tie lieart watfuttof.ioa^imdmg fiUDfiiSor 

vpby Was gom^ to live mtb iiis^deainA'thur, 

anditww with some 4^fabky !be(it<A^ 
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prevailed upon to leave the castle to return 
to Glehmore. 

• ■ 

The dowager Lady Montreuil had aoon 
-t&6 happhiessi of aigmn embracmfp her 
daughter^ who with the Marquk passed 
their Christmas at d'Arcy castfe* Sophia 
and her husband called often at the recto- 
ry, and seldom left it vithout vlsUing the 
Sttmmer kease, the scene; dF ikkii reconcil** 
lation. 

In the beginning of the sjpring the young 
Countess accompanied the Earl to London^ 
where she was met by her friend Charlotte^ 
who delightedly introduced her tohef Jittle 
boy. • : .' • 

• f • • 

* I 

t • 

Eliza Warburton^ now Mrs. Marsden> 
was visiting her sister in Seymour Street :. 
the Colonel had resigned his commission^ 
and lived entirely on his estate, a part of 
which he amused himself wilh^ by his owa 
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cultivation. Eiiza expressed much plea* 
sure at meeting with her former friend^ to 
whom she some time after acknowledged 
beraejf indebted fqr securing the affections 
of the Colonel^ as it was by taking her for 
ber models that she had affected this. 

r 

Lord Montreuilj who was j^resent when 
^lia^a made this confessions said^ ''and 
Yfmld many of onii modern dames, follow 
your example, my dear Mrs, MarsdeUj 
and copy the virtues of my Sophia^ in the 
chfiracter of a wifo^ we should not so fire- 
quently hear of those dom^tic contentions, 
and discordant unions which disturb the 
peace> and mar the happiness of many a 
femily., 

'' I must not allow you^ my dear Arthur^'' 
nid the countess^ '' to attribute the deiuse 
of so many unhappy msurri^g^s ettlirely to 
the misconduct of ^our s^x: ' Were all hm^ 
bands Hi utteoitivQ t(^ theiv wives iB yt)a aire 
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it WMld be im^CMibte for Uiem uMt to feel, 
ivbfitteMpeirieneeibrjfou. An 4flteetiot>*' 
whiob^in gromiddl upon Mteem^ aii#' 
st^etf^^tMnedbj^grBfitttdecaii nev^decdy*- 

Lord Monf reoil forgetful of tbe presence 
of a third person, pressing" hik4>eiotefdSo- 
pbia to bis Inreast^ gsid, ''Mbeailm'%li»li^ 
possessed of such ti trtesure nH yto/^y'fi^' ' 
loved S^tiibia, ar^^to ]f^stor4itisbentf^ mviteBe^ 
blessed fodeedr > ? : .: u 7^ 

"IiK>{H^" MklHi«.Co«B(ato; «imihig"> 
and' Uosbn^lirowft tkAuM scBsatibii 6f '■ 

at Ae Eayt'B^taldgitHn^ '' ^ei^iiit^ ^t^"' 
sttchy ««» IricMdCtdOBel fH^mdin for ffi<'^ 
stance." ■,/.■.,•.•,.••; /. it a 



a It iMi;4t least, b«t my sfndy to pfe^- 
siBctehin^ thai the wife^rbom ttelia^ ««i 

ly as lin^rote Wt^lmi t#%faolb>S(redt;' 



!*<• 



■1 



*' Yet I p»pf««tly «|fr«e witfcii Wlf [lj^<^ : s 
8hip>. Wi.belwrJng ittseardoly 49<l)^p9siit|}f} ,: 
that Mie trf«wre which Jhe h«is> in y<iu,;!iii)r ^ 
dea? LadyL; IkloQjtf euiU iBt oftepi: 4e, b^.t^metii 
with." 

r 
. J t « . ■• ' . ' V * 

a Ismt^^^Jtl^lfiMw^^, th«,lofiqc)f .^iil«i 

*^5<P9eA^(l^la8d Wj I koQwi aiv^re of the 

»• » 

^HByJA^^.Wl^i€fe be4iM drawn. And yoa 
will believe that at the mooient when 1 was 
speaking, your sister^ and two or three of 
ottr,^o<^ fri^odiWere^^obiAkoiighfe^oni by 
m^; l>jal)4hey tf^^^\f^o%x»)^\!^g6m^btr< fbr 
gjpMcm.!) fimll «arii99t)y bape;tlmt;ibafore 
thfi <^c^«J€iB'i^ tii]8-3i0arit to :;4te/Ubd$e 
worthy, aqd b«^d fri0jid9}iAi asaeoibted 
at tfArcy castle/' .i? vm.- 

Qt^ i^u^ng jbfmw), Mm. .J4iiaieiA re- 
l(y^toh«r:^tortIi^i«ce9(»>tb^ hadtlitrm. 
pjl«|iQg, whilst ]|ib») /Syisg^ttHk ^teqgUvgi; 

nkU >tit,ia .|ieM«»t ,dnd9t4)»* -Ji«< >ih8lrL ii\^- 
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these days we hear of four such matebless 
pairs as have lately met at Hymen's* altar. 
I hope to make one of the party at the cas- 
tle, in order that I may witness so very no- 
vel a sight, as that of four married couple 
who have selected their partners in life for 
the virtues w^ch each indbiddally pos- 
sessed, instead of the kngth of their Mspec- 
tive rent rolls. 

, ' V 

*' And at d'^rqf caith alone, I befieve 
are to be Ibund such an assemUta^ of hap- 
py pairs/' observed Mr. Monthermur^ 
who was present, 

^' I heartfly wish; my dear friend,^' said 
major Sing^eton^ ^rthat yon would iiccimi- 
pany us when we direct bur steps tbifter ; 
who knows but you may find some Emily^ 
Lady Gracci or Sophia^ to make yon aa 
happy^ as they do tlieir respective JLei^s. 



€€ 



No/' hevetumedi; ''I feel that «o 
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he highly improbable; find until I can 
meet with a second Lady Montreuil^ I will 
not venture within its walls. Why man, I 
should be ready to cut my throaty at finding 
myself the only solitary being of the party/' 

Mr. 3fonthermur kept his word nor 
irent near d'Arcy castle till he carried thi- 
ther a beautiful and amiable young woman 
tvhom he had induced to become his wife. 
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